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l JOURNALS i 


UF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Austin, November 18, 1850. 

Pursuant to the proclamation of His Excellency, the Governor 
of the State of Texas, the third session of the Legislature 
thereof convened in extraordinary session at the Capitol in the 
‘city of Austin, on Monday the 18th day of November, A. D., 
1850, at 11 o’clock, A. M., when the Chief Clerk proceeded to 
call the roll, and the following members appeared and answer- 
ed to their names, to wit: 

Messys. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, 
Lott, McKinney, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, Wil- 
: hams and Wren. 

There not being a quorum present, the Speaker ordered that 
the roll of Districts be called, when 

Mr. Williams presented the credentials of the Hon. H. G. 
Hendricks, elected from the District of Fannin, to fill the vacan- 
cy created by the resignatiog of Hon, Alfred Ki. Pace, 

Mr. Burney presented the eredentials of the Hon, John Patrick, 
elected to fill the vacancy from the District of Brazos, Leon and 
Limestone, created by the resignation ef Hon, E. M. Millican. 

Mr. Taylor presented the eredentials of Hom. Joseph Taylor, 
eleeted from the District of Harrison and Upshur, to fill the va- 
cancy created by the resignation of Hon. John H. McNairy. 

The newly elected members appeared took the oath of office 
and their seats. ° 
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There still not being a quorum present, on motion, the House 
1 11 8 a? p 
adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. , 
3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called, and a quo- 
rum being present, the Speaker announced that the House of 
Representatives was now ready to proceed to business. 

On motion, Hon. L. T. Wigfall, member elect from Harrison, 
to supply the vacancy created by the resignation of Hon. J. M. 
Clough, presented himself with his credentials, took the oath of 
office and his seat. i 

The Speaker announced that he had received a communica- 
tion from the Sergeant-at-Arms, informing the House of his una- 
voidable detention from the Capital, the letter having been read, 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the Chief Clerk was authorized by 
the House to appoint a Sergeant-at-Arms, pro tempore. 

There being a vacancy in the office of Engrossing Clerk, 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the House"proceeded to the election 
of that officer. 

a Speaker -having announced that nominations were in 
order 

Mr. Lott nominated Mr, McLemore. 

Mr. Dickson * £ J.G. Smith. 

‘ oe being no other nominations, the House proceeded to 
altot, ` 

Messrs. Jowers and Clements were appointed tellers, 

When upon counting the votes, it appeared that 

Mr. McLemore bad received 5 votes, and 
u Smith - « « 93 g 

Mr. Smith having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared by the Speaker duly elected Engrossing Clerk of 
the House of Representatives for the present session, 

On motion of Mr. Burney, a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Burney, Sterne and Fields, was appointed to wait upon the bonor- 
able Senate, and inform that body that the Honse of Represent- 
atives had organized and were now seady to proceed to business. 

After a short period, the committee peturned, and through Mr. 
Burney, reported duty performed. 

A message was received from the honorable Senate, through 
the Honorable A. H. Latimer, informing ihe House that the Sen- 
ate had organized and were ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Lewis moved that a conmattee be now appointed to act in 
conjunction with a like committee of the honorable Senate, to 
wait upon his Excellency,the Governor, and inform him that the 
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Legislature had organized and were ready to receive any com- 
munication he might have to make, 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Lewis, Bryan and Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, to compose said committee, who retired, and 
after a short absence returned and reported duty performed, and 
that His Excellency, the Governor, returned for answer, that he 
would send in a communication in writing to both Houses of 
the Legislature at 10 o'clock to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the resolution of the extra session of 
the Legislature, subscribing for five copies of the newspapers 
printed in the City of Austin, for the use of the House, was Te- 
scinded, 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution: , 

* Resolved, That the committee on printing be instructed to 
contract with one of the Printing establishments in this City, for 
one copy of their paper for each member of this House, as often 
as the same may be issued; provided, that said paper eontains 
the journals of the House; and that the same be paid for out of 
the contingent fund of this House.” 

æ Mr. Clements moved to strike out “one,” and insert # ten.” 

Mr. Tarrant moved to amend further, by inserting “ provided 
that said papers be paid for by each member out of his private 
fund.” f 

Which was accepted by Mr. Clements. 

The question being then taken upon the adoption of the 
amendment as amended, it was rejected. 

‘The question then recurring upon the adoption of the original 
resolution, was put and carried, 

Qn motion of Mr, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, the House ad- 
journed until half-past 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Austin, Nov. 19, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. J 

Absentees: Messrs, Bee, Cramp, Franklin, Gillet, Hendricks, 
Holland, Lewis, Shea, Shepard, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams and 
Winfield, a 

Journal of yesterday read. i 

Mr. Stapp moved to amend the journal by striking out in first 
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line, all after the word “ pursuant,” to the word * proclamation,” 
and add the words * to the,” in same line. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Fields, Lott, McKinney, 


Owen, Reynolds, Runnels, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of ` 


Harrison, and Wigfal!—I3. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Chariton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hen- 
dricks, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Patrick, Polk, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Speights, Taylor of Cass, 
and Wren—23. 

So the motion toamend was lost. 

The question then recurring upon the adoption ef the journal, 
was put and carried. 

Mr. Wren submitted the petition of the heirs of Samuel P, 
Sheffield, praying for a grant of land; referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. McKinney submitted the petition of Luke A. Falvel, pray- 
ing fora grantof land; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, i 

Mr, Sterne submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Ander- 
son county, praying for an alteration in the law relating to the 
disposition of school lands, (so far as relates to Anderson 
county,) which was referred fo the committee on Education. 

Mr. Patrick presented the petition of sundry citizens of Grimes, 
Walker and Leon counties, praying for the creation of a new 
county; and the petition of sundry citizens of the same counties, 
remonstrating against the creation of any new county or change 
of boundary ; referred to committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Patrick submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Leon 
county, praying for a change of the boundary line of Anderson 
county ; referred to the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Patrick submitted the petition of Stokely D, Shoate, pray- 
ing for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of sundry eitizerfs of Den- 
ton county, praying the passage of a law better defining the 
bouncary lines of the county of Detton ; referred to the com- 
mittee on Counties and County Boundaries. s 

„A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor of 
the State, through his Private Secretary, Mr. Harrigon, transmit- 
ting a communication in writing, 
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Mr. McKinney offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be requested to re- 
port a bill regulating the election of Judges of the Supreme 
Court, at their earliest convenience.” 

Mr. Russell moved that 4 committee be appointed to invite the 
honorable Senate into the House of Representatives at half-past 
10 o’clock to-day, to hear the reading of the message of His Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, just transmitted to this House; carried. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Russell, Sterne and Patrick to 
compose said committee. i 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate, had elected to fill vacancies which had occurred, 
Mr. James F. Johnson Assistant Secretary of the Senate, and Mr. 
Joseph Mangum Doorkeeper. 

“Mr. Fields introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

& Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruet- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of proposing to the people such 
an amendment to the Constitution as will give the district courts 
appellate jurisdiction over causes tried by Justices ef the Peace, 
and report thereon as early as practicable. 

Mr. Fields moved that Mr. Wigfall be added to the committees 
on the Judiciary, State Affairs and Apportionment. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, Mr. Taylor of Harrison, was added to 
the committees on Publie Debt and Apportionment. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, Mr. Hendricks wag added to the 
committees an Public Debt, Publie Printing and Privileges and 
Eleetions, 

On motion of Mr. Burney, Mr. Patrick was added to the com- 
mittees on Claims and Accounts, Public Lands and Apportion- 
- ment. * 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, Mr. Hendricks was 
added to the committee on the Judietary. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the House took a recess of 10 
minutes, 

Recess expired—House called to order—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Pursuant to the invitation of the House, the honorable Senate 
now appeared, headed by their President, who was invited to a 
seat on the right of the Speaker, and Senators to seats prepared 
forthem, when the roll of the two Houses, was respectively 
called by the Secretary of the Senate and Chief Clerk of the 
House, and a quorum of each found to be present. 
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The Speaker then announced to the two Housts that he had 
received from His Eixcellency,the Governor, a communication in 
writing, which His Excellency respectfully requested should be 
read to the two Houses of the Legislature ; whereupon the Chief 
Clerk proceeded to read said communication as follows, to wit : 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, November 18, 1850. 


To the Honorable, the 
Senate and House of Representatives : 


GENTLEMEN : — An event which was no doubt anticipated by 
vou at the time of your recent adjournment, and which has since 
been officially communicated to me as the Executive of the State, 
has rendered it necessary for me to assemble you again in extra- 
ordinary session, And in greeting you once more as the repre- 
sentatives of the people, I have much pleasure in congratulating 
you on the improved auspices under which we meet for the tran- 
quility and peace of the State, and the amicable adjustment of 
all matters of difference which were likely to arise with the Fe- 
deral Government in respect to our territorial limits. 


On the 27th of September last, I received by express from the 
Department of State at Washington City, a certified copy of two 
sections of an act passed by the Congress of the United States, 
“ proposing to the State of Texas the establishment of her north- 
ern and western boundaries, and the relinquishment by said State 
of all territory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, and of 
all her claim upon the United States, and to establish a Territo- 
rial Government for New Mexico.” 

You will. perceive fipon an examination of the propositions, 
thus submitted, (a copy of which is herewith laid before you,) 
that their acceptance by the State can be manifested only by an 
act of its Legislature ; and to make the agreement “ binding and. 
obligatory upon the United States,” itis necessary that your ac- 
tion shall be consummated on or before the first day of Decem- 
ber next. The importance, therefore, of assembling you in ex- 
traordinary Session at as early a day as was practicable after the 
receipt of the authenticated copy of the two sections of the act 
above referred to, was so obvious to my mind that I did not hes- 
itate a moment to issue my proclamation convoking the Legis- 
lature on the third Monday in November: which proclamation, 
together with the bill as transmitted tome by the Hon. Secretary 
of State, I caused at once to be conveyed to every portion of the 


? 


\ 


State, with the utmost despatch, by special messengers employed 
for that purpose. 

The short period intervening between the time when these 
propositions reached the Executive and that in which they were 
to be finally acted upon by the State Legislature, would have in- 
dueed me to have chosen an earlier day for your meeting, had I 
believed it practicable to convey the information which the pro- 
positions contained to the remote counties of tke State in time to 
have afforded our fellow-citizens an opportunity fer forming and 
expressing their opinions on the important subjects to be present- 
ed to you, and thus enable you, as their immediate agents, to ex- 
ecute their will in your legislative action upon these subjects. 
This, I trust, will satisfactorily explain to your Honorable body, 
and to our constituents, what may have appeared to some (inat- 
tentive to, or not cognizant of, the trne attitude of the sub- 
ject to which your deliberations are now to be directed,) as an un- 
necessary delay in the time appointed for your assembling toge- 
ther. 

It is true that there is nothing in the act of Congress embra- 
cing the propositions herein referred to which required that they 
should be submitted to the people at all, and from the very Imit- 
ed period allowed for their acceptance or rejection, such a refer- 
ence does not seem to have been contemplated—the Legislature 
alone being required to act upon them, This feature in the bill 
of Congress engaged the anxious attention of the Executive, and 
imposed a degree of responsibility, which was cheerfully and 
promptly met, I trust, in a manner Satisfactory to the country. In 
a government and country like ours, where all political power 
emanates directly from the people, and where their representa- 
tives and agents are only employed for a limited period to carry 
out their will when fairly and clearly ascertained, I could not 
for a moment believe that a measure of such vast importance in 
every point of view as the dismemberment of their State and 
the disposition of a large portion of it for purposes not embraced 
in thé original organization of their government, should be act- 
_ed upon without affording to the people at large an opportunity 
for making known their opinions and expressing their wishes 
upon this measure. I therefore, simultaneously with the procla- 
mation convening the Legislature, issued another, embracing 
therein, word for word and letter for letter, the authenticated co- 
py received from the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, 
arid by which the Chief Justices of their respective counties 
throughout the State were direéted to cause polls to be opened at 
the various precincts as early as could be done after giving the 


eR gr NETREGS IPNRA 


wr, 


10 


necessary notices, and at which the citizens of the State could 
express their sentiments as to the propriety of accepting or re- 
jecting the propositions submitted to the State, and make those 
sentiments known as a guide forthe action of their Representa- 
tatives when assembled in their Legislative Halls. 

In adopting this course ] am sustained by the confidence that 
the citizens of our State will accord to me the justice of having 
respected one of the great and essential principles asserted in 
pur Constitution, which declares that all political power is in- 
herent in the people, and I trust that there is no member in 
either branch of the Honorable Legislature who will suppose 
that 1 have had any desire to control or trammel him in the free 
exercise of his own judgment upon this grave and important 
subject, 

Regarding the act which you are now called upon to perform 
as one requiring the exercise of high sovereign powers—powers 
that are rarely delegated by the people, except to agents express- 
ly chosen with reference to them, and believing it to be the de- 
sire of every member of your honoroble body to carry out ia the 
purity and spirit of our republican institutions and form of gov- 
ernment the wishes of those by whom they have been delegated. 
I did not believe that I could render you a more acceptable ser- 
vice than by adopting a practicable, and the only practicable 
mode which the time permitted, of causing those wishes to 
be made known to you before you shonld be ealled on to act 
finally on a question involving such high and vital interests to 
the State. 

To the Chief Justices of the different counties was confided 
the discretion of appointing the day of receiving the votes upon 
the propositions submitted, and 1 was induced to adopt this ar- 
rangement from the very limited time {much too limited) which 
the bill allowed the State-for consideration and action. Itim- | 
posed a degree of responsibility that I was assured would be 
promptly met, and necessarily excited vigilance in the duty re- 
quired, calculated to elicit a more general expression of thé pop- 
ular voice. These officers were directed to make their returus of 
the votes cast at the polls directly to the Legislature, through 
the presiding officer of each respective branch, and the Execu- 
tive Is not theretore officially informed of the precise character 
of those returns. From the unofficial returns, however, which 
have been received, there remains but little doubt that the people 
of the State who have rendered their votes have decided, by a 
majority, for the acceptance of the propositions made by Con- 
gress, muchas they repudiate some of the features, regarding 
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them (as I have no noubt they did) as a peace offeriag, which 
the State might receive without any sacrifice of principle or 
honor, and as a means of restoring that harmony of feeling and 
action which jt isso desirable should exist between the Federal 
and State Governments. 

Entertaining then but little doubt from the favorable expres- 
sion of the popular will that the propositions made by the Gene- 
ral Government will be accepted by your honorable body, I 
respectfully suggest in this anticipation, that immediately after 
that matter shall have been decided, some provision be made for 
the communication of the result to the proper authorities at 
Washington city, with as little delay as practicable. 

It may be also necessary that the Legislature should take into 
consideration other matters connected with this subject, and to , 
adopt suitable action in reference to it.—The act of Congress + 
submitting the propositions stipulates that the United States will - 
pay to ‘Texas ten millions of dollars in a stock bearing five per cent | 
interest, redeemablein fourteen years, in consideration of her reln- : 
quishmentof territory, and ofall claim for liability of the debts of ; 
” Texas, and for compensation or indemnity for such public reve- . 
nues and property as were transferred to the United States at 
the time of annexation; but, that no more than five millions of 
the stock shall be issued + until the creditors of the State holding 
bonds, or other certificates of stock of Texas, for which duties on | 
imports were specially pledged, shall first file at the Treasury of 
the United States releases of all claim against the United States 
{or or on account of said bonds or certificates.” : 

It is to be regretted that Congress was not more specific in de- 
fining in this article, the mode of ascertainiug and making known 
at the Federal Treasury the amount of debt for which this five 
millions of stock aie to be retained, or had not deemed the relin- 
quishment by the State of all liability on the part of the United 
States, as a sufficient guarantee; for itis manifest that the of- 
cers of the Treasury can never know except through the acts of 
the properly authorized officers of Texas, what is the amount of 
“bonds or stock” now due from the State, and “ for which duties 
on imports were specially pledged,” and consequently can never 
know from any other source when the time wili arrive for issuing 
the stock en the retained five millions. Every creditor of the 
State embraced inthis provision might file his relinquishment at 
the Treasury of the United States, and still the stock would not 
be issued, because under the law ne mode has been prescribed for 
the ascertainment and establishment at the Treasury of the United 
States the actual amount of debt for which the retained five 
millions stock were pledged. 
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We ought not to presume, nor does the language of the act re- 
quire us to do so, that the General Government intended to as. 
sume the right of adjusting the liabilities of Texas, incutred 
whilst she possessed a separate national character and of settling 
with her creditors upon the terms of such an adjustment, with- 
out reference to and respect for her own acknowledgment of the 
extent and validity of their claims. We can only suppose that 
the provision to which I have adverted, was incorporated.in the 
law as a security on the part of the United States against all Ha- 
bility for the paymentof such legal and acknowledged claims 
against Texas as her transferred revenue was pledged to protect. 
Texas alone, can determine what those claims are, and to Texas 
only can they look now for their adinstment. I would therefore. 
recommend to the Honorable Legislature the passage of a law (if 
the present existing laws on this subject are not deemed sufficient} 
which will authorize-and require the Auditor and Comptroller to 
make out a tabu'ar statement of the amount for the payment of 
which the Custom House revenue of the late Republic was pledg- 
ed, and for which the State is now justly and equitably indebted; 
this statement to be filed at the Treasury of the United States as 
evidence: andthe only evidence which the State can admit of 
her liabilities to such creditors—and in preparing this statement, 
I can perceive no rerson why the rule hitherto adopted for ascer- 
taining the actual valne of the debt at the time it was created, 
and oi allowing interest thereon, should not be observed. 

It was the misfortune of Texas when laboring under a great- 
ly depressed financial condition in her struggle for independence, 
to enter into contracts for different objects, supposed to be benefi- 
cial to her government, embracing stipulations therein, by which 
the Republic was obligated inthe event ofa failure to comply with 
the contracts at maturity, to issue to the contractors bonds double 
the amount called for in the orginal contract ; some of these 
contracts Were not cancelled at the time specified, and bonds of 
the government for double the amount actually expended, were 
issued and delivered to the parties concerned and the revenues of 
the Republic pledged for their redemption. ‘These bonds now 
constitute a very material item of the publie debt of Texas, for 
which certificates of stock for the five millions of dollars are with- 
heid. A feature in contracts such as these, if made between in- 
dividuais, would, under the laws of most civilized countries be 
void for usury. The creditor in some instances would lose not 
ouly the amount ofthe unlawful exaction, but likewise his debt. 
I do not desire or intend to snggest the adoption of so stringent a 
rule to contracts made by governments. The governmentshould 
certainly pay to its creditors the full amount of the benefits re- 
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ceived, and interest on the amount from the time when it should 
have been paid. This is all that our creditors ought in justice 
to require, and it is all according to the highest standard of moral 
ethics that we are bound to accord to them. 

I would also recommend, that a law be passed requiring all 
creditors holding claims against the Jate Republic ot Texas, and 
for which the revenues arising from impost duties were specially 
pledged, to file releases in favor of the United States, in respect 
ta said claims with the Comptroller of the State within a speci- 
fied time, and in default thereof, their claims upon the United 
States for liabihty of said debts growing out of the transfer of 
the revenue under the articles of Annexation. shall be consider- 
ed as waived. Measures of this sort, it occūrs to me, are abso- 
lutely necessary for a settlement with the Treasury of the United 
States within any reasonable time of the amount which under 
the act referred to is to be retained as a security against these 
claims. 

In what manner the State shall dispose of the five millions of 
dollars, for which certificates of stock will be issued and placed at 
its control as soon as notice is given of the acceptance of the pro- 
positions, presents a subject, it occurs to me, of too much impor- 
tance to the future prosperity and advancement of the country, 
to be acted upon by the Honorable Legislature at its present ses- 
sion. It is one which will require much reflection and delibera- 
tion, not only on the part of the Representatives of the people, 
but the people themselves whose interests are to be so materially 
affected, should have an oppertunity of bestowing upon it deep 
and matured thought, before a plan can be indicated which is 
most likely to secure to the State all the practical advantages to 
be derived from the acceptance of the propositions now before 
you. Up to the present period, the citizens of the country have 
had no means of forming or expressing their opinions in refer- 
ence to it, and it occurs to me, that their Representatives who 
were not chosen with any View to act upon aquestion of so much 
importance, and who havé had but little opportunity of acquir- 
ing a knowledge of their will in regard to it, will not be disposed 
to precipitate measures which might not meet the approbation of 
their constituents, and the delay of which can resultin ne injury 
to the State. 

There is to be superadded to this, the consideration that the 
agitation of this subject at your present session will, from the 
great diversity of opinions no doubt existing in reference to it, 
elicit long and labored discussions, protracting the session and 
necessqrily creating a heavy draft on the Treasury already in a 
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feeble and exhausted state. Though secondary in importance, 
this objection is not without its force and validity, for the disturb- 
ing incidents of the last year have made our State prolific in Leg- 
islative bodies, cansing a heavy drain upon the Treasury ; and it 
now becomes ah important desideratum in our political economy 
to restrict the action of the one in order to curtail the exhausting 
drafts upon the other ; besides the progressive and healthful con- 
dition of affairs of the State generally affords ample and satiş- 
factory evidence that its prosperity is not likely to be materially 
retarded for want of legislative action. 

By holding on to the stock for the present, the interest accru- 
ing from it would be more than sufficient to meet the immediate 
and pressing demands upon the Government and the members of 
another Legislature would assemble better prepared after the sub- 
ject has been discussed throughout the country to make such ul- 
timate disposition of the amount referred to, as would be most 
conducive to the public weal. 

I have therefore no recommendation to make to. your honora- 
bie body other than that the disposition of the funds be post- 
poned for the.action of a future Legislature. 

In adopting these suggestions, my mind has been directed chief- 
ly to measures promotive of the general good, without for a mo- 
ment losing sight of the wishes and interest of our creditors. 
In disposing of the five millions of stock, the delay which I have 
proposed is not with a view fo disparage any just or equitable 
claim. An honest payment of the public debt and a rigid pre- 
servation of the public faith embraces in my humble judgment 
a principle too sacred ever-to be disregarded, certainly ever to be 
abandoned, by those ihtrusted with the faith, integrity and stabili- 
ty of our State government: but individual interest must, under 
the circumstances, yield to the public weal. An important por- 
tion of the public debt yet remains to be ascertained, and by ex- 
isting laws the creditors are allowed until September next to file 
their claims with the Auditor and Comptroller for adjustment. 
These claims, (if immediate action be taken,) the Legislature can- 
not be properly prepared for; when by the delay proposed until the 
meeting of the Legislature at its regular session, the entire public 
debt will have been ascertained, and Jegislative action can then 
be based upon a thorough knowledge of the subject. 

Within the last year, gentlemen, you have been thrice assem- 
bled, and upwards of four months within that period have been 
employed by you in legislative action, subjecting you tọ much 
personal inconvenience and trouble, and the State to.an expendi- 
ture which she is badly prepared to meet, and you will, I am sure, 
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pardon me for suggesting that neither the public interest demands 
nor will the constitution nor the.general sentiment of the coun- 
try sanction that your labors at the seat of governmet be prolonged 
at this time beyond a very reasonable period after you shall have 
completed the work for which you have been specially assem- 
ed; andin this view the Executive does not desire to engage the 
attention of your Honorable Body with any subject disconnect- 
ed with the grave and important question upon which you are 
now Called to act. 

I invoke for your Honorable Body in conducting the publie coun- 
cils, a spirit of kindness, courtesy, and conciliation, commensu- 
rate with your high position and the sacred trust confided to you; 
and I sincerely hope that the result of your labors may by the 
decision of after times prove to have been for the happiness and 
prosperity of our State, arid that you may return to the bosom of 
your constituents with the inward approbation of having faithful- 
ly discharged your duties to the State, and receive from them the 
highest tribute awarded fo public servants,—the warm greetings 
and plaudits of their fellow-citizens. , P. H. BELL. 


The reading of the communication having been concluded, 
the honorable Senate returned to their chamber. 

Bay ae introduced the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as refers 
to the proposition made by the United States, for the purchase of 
apart of our Northwestern territory, be referred to a select com- 
mittee, with instructions to report at as early a day as may be 
practicable, and that the Senate be requested to appoint a similar 
committee to act in conjunction with the same. 

The Speaker appointed on the part of the House, Messrs, Wil- 
liams, Runnels, McKinney, Stapp, Stewart and Polk to compose ` 
said committee. 

Mr. Runnels introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, . That the House of Representatives will entertain 
.no other business during its present extra session, than that spe- 
cially recommended by His Excellency the Governor, or subjects 
directly connected therewith, without the consent of four-fifths 
of the members thereof. 

The rules of the House requiring that the resolution should 
lie on the table one day for consideration, Mr. Dickson moved 
a suspension of the rule. 


Upon which the-yeas and nays were called, and stood as 
follows : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Dickson, Hardeman of Na- 
eogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, 
Owen, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Cass, Wilhams and 
Wren—22, 

Nays—Messts. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump, Fields, Hendricks, Lewis, Lioyd, Lott, Patrick, Russell, 
Shea, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, and Wigfall—18. 

So the motion to suspend the rule was lost. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved that the committee on Public Print. 
ing be instructed to contract for the printing of 2,000 copies of 
the Governor's message m the English, and 500 copies in the 
Spanish language ; lost. . 

Mr. Runnels moved that the committee be authorized to con- 
tract for 1,000 copies in the English, 300 in the Spanish and 
200 in the German languages; which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Wren offered the following resolution, which, on motion 
of Mr. Dickson, was laid on the table for the present : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate con- 
curring, That the two Houses will meet in joint session in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives on Wednesday the 20th 
inst., at Ll o’clock A. M., for the purpose of counting the votes 
on the acceptance and rejection of the proposition made by the 


` General Government of the United States to the State of Texas, 


for the purchase.of a portion of the Northwestern territory of this 


State. 
On motion of Mr. Scott, the Chief Clerk was directed to fur- 


nish Mr. Russell with a copy of the Governor's message, to be 
transmitted to Mr. Martell, for translation into the German lan- 
guage. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, that portion of the Governor’s mes- 
sage not already referred to the Select committee, was referred fo 
the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, the House adjourned 
until 3 o'clock, P, M. ° 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. x 

Mr. Russell, by leave, introduced a bill to ineorporate Fayette 
Academy, in the county of Fayette; read first time. 

Mr. Russell moved to suspend the rule, ih order to place the 
bill upon its second reading. 


Mr. Scott moved to lay the bill upon the table until the 4th 
day of July next. 

Upon which motion the yéas and nays were called, and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Charlton, Dickson, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Polk, 
Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Speights, Stewart, Tay- 
lor of. Cass, and Williams—1S, 

Nays —Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Hendricks, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Russell, 
Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant; 
Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and -Wren—20. 

So the House refused to postpone the bill. 

The question then recurring upon the motion of Mr. Russell 
. to suspend the rule, was put and lost. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved to take up from the unfinished busi- 
ness of the last extra session of the Legislature, a bill to be en- 
titled an act to amend an act to organize the Supreme Court of 
the State of Texas. 

The Speaker decided the motion out of order. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass then appealed from the decision of the 
chair. 

Upon which appeal the yeas and naya were ‘called, and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas——Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, 
Owen, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shepard, Smith of Red River, 
Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor oí Harrison, Wigfall and Wii- 
hams—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, “Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hen- 
dricks, Johnson, Jowers, Patrick, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of Shelby, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass and Wren—14, 

So the House sustained the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Shepard presented the eredentials of the Hon. Zimri 
Hunt, member elect from the counties of Austin and Colorado, 
to fill the vacaney occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
Wm. E. Crump, who came forward, took the requisite oath of 
office and his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned until half- 
past 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

H2 
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Austin, November 20, 1850, 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
resent. 4 

Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Crump, Fields, Gillet, Lewis, 
Owen, Polk, Runnels, Shepard, Stewart and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Tarrant submiited the petition of citizens of Henderson and 
Kaufman counties, praying a change of the boundary lines of 
Henderson county ; referred to the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of Micajah Goodwin, pray- 
ing for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. Bogart submitted the petition of Wm. P. Burnes and John 
A. Burnes, praying for relief; referred to the committee on Pri- 
yate Land Claims. g 

Mr. Bogart submitted the petition of Thomas Rattan, praying 
for relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report : 


Commirtree Room, November 20, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee-on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the petition of the citizens of Denton county, praying the estab- 
lishment of their county seat, have had the same under consider- 
ation and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, and 
recommend its passage. è 

Report and bill iaid on the table, to come up among dhe orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Hendricks introduced a bill to require the judges of the 
District Courts of the State to alternate in holding the courts in 
their respective districts ; rule suspended, and bill referred to the 
Judiciary committee. i 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill for the benefit of certain persons 
therein named ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the rile was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, Mr. Wigfall was added to the 
Joint Select committee on the Governor’s Message. 

On motion of Mr. Shepard, Mr. Hunt was added to the com- 
mittees on Claims and Accounts, State Affairs and Federal Rela- 
tions. 
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On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the House proeeeded to the orders of 
the day, and to the business om the Speaker's table. “ 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A resolution to c#ange the order of business; read second time. 
` On motion of Mr. Dickson, a call of the House was ordered, 

On motion of Mr. Seott, a further call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels; the resolution above referred to 
was laid on the table for one hous. 

- A bill to incorporate Fayette Academy, in the county of Fay- 
ette; read second time; ahd on motion of Mr. Russell, laid on 
the table for the present. - l 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. M. 

, 3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. , -> 

A resolution chapging the order of business being the special 
order. a . 

Mr. Bryan offered the following amendment : after the word 
“therewith,” in fourth line, insert “ and regulating the election 
of Judges of the Supreme Court.” 

Mr. Taylor of Cass offered an amendment to Mr. Bryan’s 
amendment, as follows : “and the organization of the Supreme 
Court of the State of 'Texas;?” which was rejected. 

On motion a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion, @ farther call was suspended. 

Mr. Lott offered the following amendment to Mr. Bryan's 
amendment: “and the appointment of an Attorney General in 
cases where the present Attorney cannet act ;” adopted. 

The question then being taken upon the adoption of Mr. Bry- 
an’s amendment as amended, was carried. -" 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution upon the table ; upon 
which motion the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 

ows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Crump, 
Franklin, Hendricks, Lloyd, Lott, Owen, Russel}, Selman, Shep- 
ard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant, Tay- 
lor of Harrison, Wigfall and Williams—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Barney, Charlton, Dickson, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of ‘Travis, Hollaad, Hunt, Johnson, 
Jowers, McKinney, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Seott 
Shaw, Speights, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Cass and Wren—22 

So the motion to lay on the table was lost. 
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Mr. Holland, moved the adoption of the resolution, upon which 
the yeas and.nays were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Barney, Charlton, Dickson, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, 
Holland, Hunt, Jehnson, Jowers, McKinney, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Scott, Shaw, Speights, Stewart, Taylor of Cass and Wren.—21 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Cramp, Franklin, 
Lloyd, Lott, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Russell, Selman, Shepard, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, 
Taylor of Harison, Wigfall’ and Williams—21. So the 
resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the joint select committee*on the 
part of the House, to whom was referred such portions of the mes- 
sage of His Excellency, the Governor, as refers to the propositions 
made by the United States to the State of ‘Texas, relative to the 
sale of our Northwestern territory, etc., made the following report: 

Commrrree Room, Austin, Nov. 20, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The select committee of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives to whom was referred such portions of the Governor's mes- 
sage as refers to the propositions made by the United States to the 
State of Texas relative to the establishment of our boundaries— 
cession of claim to territory exterior to the boundary in said pro- 
positions containéd, etc., ete., have had the same under considera- 
tion, and a majority thereof, satisfied that a large majority of the 
people of Texas are willing fo accept the said propositions accor- 
ding to the meaning and intent thereof; therefore a majority of 
said committee have instructed us to report the bill herewith ac- 
companying and to recommend its passage, to wit: 

A bill accepting the propositions made by the U. States to the 
State of Texas, in an act of the Congress of the U. States, approved 
the 9th of September, 1850, entitled “an act proposing to the 
State of Texas the establishment of her Northern and Western 
boundaries, the relinquishment by the said State of all territory 
claimed by her exterior to said boundaries and of all her claims 
upon the United States, and to establish a Territorial Govern- 
ment for New Mexico.” 

Whereas, said propositions are contained in the first section of 
said act, in the following words and figures, to wit: “Be it en- 
acted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That the’follow- 
ing propositions shall be, and the same hereby are, offered to 
the State of Texas, which when agreed to by the said State in 
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an act passed by the General Assembly, shall be binding and 

obligatory upon the United States and upon thé said State of 

Texas : provided, the said agreement by the said General As- 

-sembly shall be given on or before the first day of Decem- 

ber, eighteen hundred and fifty. 

First: The State of Texas will agree that her boundary en 
the north shall commence at the point at which the meridian of 
one hundred degtees west from Greenwich is intersected by the 
parallel of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, and” 
shall run from said point due west to the meridian of one bun- 
dred and three degrees west from Greenwich, thenee her boun- 
dary shall ran due south to the thirty-secoud degree of north 
latitude, thence on the said parallel of thirty-two degrees of north 
latitude te the Rio Bravo del Norte, and thence with the channel 
of said river to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Second: The State of Texas cedes to the United States all 
her claim to territory exterior to the limits and boundaries, which 
she agrees to establish by the first article of this agreement. 

Third. -The State of Texas relmqnishes all claim upon 
the United States for liability of the debts of Texas, and for com- 
pensation or indemnity for the surrender to the United States of 
her ships, forts, arsenals, customhouses, customhouse revenue, 
arms and munitions of war, and public buildings with their sites, 
which became the property of the United States at the time of the 
annexation. i 

Fourth. The United Stetes in consideration of said estab- 
lishment of boundaries, cession of claim to territorry, and relin- 
quishment of claims will pay to the State of Texas, the sum of 
ten millions of dollars in a stock bearing five per cent. interest, 
and redeemable at the end of fourteen years, the interest payable 
half yearly at the Treasury of the United States. 

Fifth. Immediately after the President of the United States shall 
have been furnished with an authentic copy of the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Texas accepting these propositions, he shall cause 
the stock to be issued in favor of the State of Texas, as. provi- 
ded for in the fourth article of this agreement: Provided also, 
‘That no more than five millions of said stack shall be issued un- 
ti the creditors of the State holding bonds and other certificates 
of stock of Texas, for which duties on imports, were specially 
pledged, shall first file at the Treasury of the United States, re- 
leases of all claim against the United States for or on account of 
szid bonds or certificates, in such form as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury and approved by the President of 
the United States: Provided, That nothing herein contained, 
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shall be construed to impair or qualify anything contained in the 
third article df the second section of the joint resolution for an- 
nexing Texas to the United States, approved March first, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, either as regards the number of States 
that may hereafter be formed out of the State of Texas, or other- 
wise, 

Therefore, ist. Beet enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Teras, That the said Legislature hereby agrees to and accepts 


` said propositions; and it is hereby declared that the State of Tex- 


as shall be bound by the terms thereof, according to ‘their true 
import and meaning. 

ad, That the Governor of this State be,and he is hereby, request- 
ed to cause a copy of this act, authenticated under the seal of the 
State, to be furnished to the President of the United States by 
mail as early as practicable; and also a copy thereof certified in 
like manner, to be transmitted:to each of the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of Texas, in Congress, and that this act take effect 
from its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rulé was suspended ; bill read 
second time. . - 

Mr. Wigfall offered the, following amendments to the bill: 

_Amendment Ne. 1. Strike out all between the words “ Pro- 

vided, also,” of the 5th clanse of the Ist section, and the words 
# Provided, that nothing herein contained,” and insert; “That 
the Federal Government shall have power to retain at the Treas- 
ury of the United States as large an amount of the ten millions 
offered for that portion of the territory-of 'Texas which it is pro- 
posed that she shall cede to the United States, as is necessary to 
pay the bonds of the State of Texas, for which her revenues 
arising from impost duties were pledged, according to their graded 
value, to be ascertained by the Comptroller of the State of Texas.” 

Amendment No. 2. Strike out the words “claim to,” in the 
2nd section, and after the word “agreement,” insert: “and the 
U. States agree that- the said territory so ceded by the State of 
‘Texas, shall not be admitted into the Union as a State, till it 
shall contain a population as great as that required for the elec- 
tion of a member of Congress, at the time tae said Territory 
may apply for admission, and that in the meantime the laws of 
Texas skall prevail in said Territory, so far as the same are appli+ 
cable to African slavery: but that the said Territory may be ad- 
mitted into the Union as a State without reference to population, 
whenever the State of Texas shall, by an act of her Legislature, 
agree to the same.” i 

Mr. Bryan moved that the bill and amendments be laid on the 
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table, and made the special order for half-past three o’clock to-mor- 
row,upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood as follows: 

eas: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump, Franklin, Hunt, 
Lewis, Lott, Reynolds, Shepard, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Har- 
rison, and Wigfatl—i3. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Trav- 
1s, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, MeKinney, 
Owen, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Stewart, 
Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—31. So the motion was lost. 

Mr, Tarrant moved that the bill be made the special order for 
half-past ten o’clock to-morrow, and that the committee on print- 
ing be authorized to contract for the printing of fifty copies of the 
bill and amendments. -5 - 

Mr. Bogart moved a division of the question ; carried. 

_ The question first recurring upon that part of the motion mak- 
ing the bill the special order for half-past ten o’clock to-mosrow, 
the yeas and nays were called, which stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs, Bryan, Clerfents, Crump, Fields, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Hunt, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, 
Owen, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of Shel- 
by, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, 
and Williams—24, . 

Nays: Messrs Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd, Patrick, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Smith of Red River, 

Speights, Sterne, Stewart, and Wren—20. 

’ So the motion was adopted. 

The question upon printing fifty copies of the bill and amend- 
ments, was then put and carried. 

A message was received trom the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had ap- 
pointed a committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Robertson, 
Ward and Brashear, to enquire into the amount of the Public : 
Debt, with instructions to report a bill providing for the filing at 
the Comptroller’s Office of the State, within a given time, all the 
evidences of indebtedness against the State, with the necessary 
releases against the United States for her liability for said debts, 
and requesting the appointment of a like cofnmittee on the part 
of the House. > - 
~ The Speaker appointed Messrs. Stapp, Taylor of Harrison, 
Bryan, Russell and Smith of Red River, to compese said com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 


24. P 
Mr. Scott moved to reconsider the vote adopting the journal of 
Monday the 18th inst. 
On motion of Mr, Franklin, the motion of Mr. Scott to recon- 
sider, was laid on the table for the present. 
On motion of Mr. Bogart, the House adjourned until half-past 
nine o’clock to-morrow morning. f S 
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Austin, November 21, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjonrnment—roll called—quoium 
present. 

Absentees—Messrs. Bee, Burney, Franklin, Gillet, Johnson, 
Jowers and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read, corrected and adopted. 

Mr. Russell submitted the petition of Peter Lopez, praying for 
relief ; referred to committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Selman submitted the petition of the heirs of Sion and Sa- 
rah Blythe, praying for relef; referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. | . ` 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of Reuben R. Brown, pray- 
ing fora grant of land; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Clatms. 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Brazo- 
ria county, praying for an act of incorporation for certain pur- 
poses ; referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. ‘Lewis submitted the petition of D.C. Ogden and J. S, 
Sutton, praying for relief in a certain case; referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Shepard.submitted the petition of the Grand Jury of Wash- 
ington county, praying the passage of alaw quieting disputed 
jurisdictions ; referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Bogart introdaced a bill to authorize the settlers in Peters’ 
Colony to intervene in suit or suits, in reference to any matter 
connected with said colony contracts, where they have an inter- 
est; read first time. i 

Mr. Franklin introduced a bi to be entitled an act to amend 
the first section of an act, entitled an act to incorporate the Gal- 
veston and Brazos Navigation Company ; read first time; on 
motion, rule suspended, bull read second time,and referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Lloyd introduced a bill to be entitled an act, fo amend an 
act entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of the State 
of Texas; read first time. 
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Mr. Tarrant introdueed a bill to be entitled an act to anthorize 
the Clerk of the County Court of Navarro county, to transcribe 
into a bound book, to be procured by him for that purpose, all 
title papers, registered by him fromthe 17th day of August, 
1846, to the 30th of December, 1847; read first time ; on motion, 
rule suspended, bill read second time, and referred to a select 
committee —consisting of Messrs. Tarrant, Patrick and Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches. 

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill to be entitled an act to require the 

‘Commissioner of the General Land Office, to issue patents for 
jands therein named; read firstt¥me; on motion, rule smspended, 
bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Patrick introduced a bill to be entitled an act to repeal a 
portion of an act to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to issue patents on certificates issued by the Board of 
Land Commissioners of Robertson county, under certain restric- 
tions, approved February 5. 1850; read first time. 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to repeal in 
part an act to incorporate the Trinity Plank Road Company, ap- 
proved September Ath, 1950; read first time; on motion, rule 
suspended, read second time, and ordered to be engrossed ; on 
motion, rule further suspended, bill read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the House-proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the day. 

Oa motion of Mr. Russell, a bill to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate Fayette Academy, in the county of Fayette, was taken up; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed; on motion, ruie 
suspended, bill read third time, and passed by a constitutional 
maj wity— Yeas 39—Nays L. 

# Mr. Scott introduced the follow resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait upon the 
Senate, and request their attendance in the House of Representa- 
tives, for the purpose of counting the returns that have been re- 
ceived of the election on the propositions of the General Gov- 
ernment, for a cession of our North-western territory. 

Mr. Wren offered the following amendment to the resolution, 
which was adopted: “and all returns hereafter presented shall 
be counted by the House and placed on the journal. 

Mr. Lott moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows : - 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart. Charlton, Cramp, Dickson, 
Hendricks, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Pat- 
tick, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shea, Smith of Red River, 
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Smith of Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of 
Cass, and Williams—26, ` 7 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, Fields, 
Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hol- 
land, Hunt, Johnson, Reynolds, Scott, Shaw, Shepard, Stapp, 
Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Wren--19. So the motion 
was laid on the table. ` 

The bill to be entitled an act accepting the propositions made 
by the United States to the State of Texas, in an act of the Con- 
gress of the United States, approved the 9th day of September, A. 
D. 1850, and entitled an act, proposing to the State of Texas the 
establishment of her northern and western boundaries, the relin- 
quishment by the said State of all territory claimed by her exte- 
rior to said boundaries, and of all her claims upon the United 
States, and to establish a territorial government for New Mexico, 
teported by the joint select committe on yesterday, being the 
special order for half past ten o'clock, to-day, together with the 
amendments offered by Mr. Wigfall, was taken up. 

The question being upon the adoption of the Ist amendment 
of Mr. Wigfall, the yeas and nays were called for, and stood as 
follows : 

Yeas—~Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Hunt, T'aylor of Harrison, and 
Wigfall—s. : 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Char!ton, Cochran, 
Crump, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of 
Red-River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
‘Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—-40. So the 
amendment was rejected, , * 

The question then. came xp upon the adoption of the second 
amendment proposed by Mr. Wigfall, upon which the yeas and 
nays were called for, and resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Hunt, Taylor of Harrison and 
Wizgfall—5. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Harde- 
man of ‘Travis, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, 
Lioyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, Run- 
nels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of 
Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
'Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—39. : 

So the amendment was rejected. ; 

Mr. Jowers proposed the following amendment, to wit : 
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Strike out in section 5, line 3, after the words “United States,” 
and insert, “by a special messenger, to be eleoted by the two 
Houses of the Legislature.” 

Mr. Sterne proposed the following as a substitute for Mr. Jow- 
ers’ amendment ; - 

Strike out in ist line of 2d section, the words “a copy,” and 
insert “two copies ;” in 3d line after the word “ State,” insert 
tone; ” and after the word “ practicable,” insert “ and one by a 
special messenger, to be elected by both Houses of the Legista- 
ture.” ‘ 
Which was accepted by Mr. Jowers, as a substitute for his 
amendment, 

The question then being upon the adoption of the amendment, 
the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Crump, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Hunt, Jowers, 
Lott, Patriek, Polk, Shea, Smith of Red River, Speights, Sterne, 
Stewart, Taylor of Harrison and Wigfall—20. 

Nays---Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Lioyd, McKinney, Ow- 
en, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Smith of 
Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—23. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Lewis moved that the House adjourn until three o’clock, 
. m. ; lost, 

f Mr. Stewart moved to amend by striking out in 1st line of Ist 

section the word “ Legislature,” and inserting the words “ the 

State of Texas ; ” adopted. 

On motion, the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m, 

. Taree o'OrocK, P. M. 


House met putsuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

A bill to be entitled an act to permanently locate the seat of 
justice of Denton couuty ; read secqud time and ordered to be 
engrossed. ` 

Rule suspended ; bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Scott introduced a resolution authorizing the Speaker of 
the House to open such returns of the late election for the accep- 
tance or rejection of the proposition made by the United States 
to Texas, for the purchase of a portion of her northern and 
western territories, as any member might desire opened for bis 
information and guidance ; which resolution was adopted. 
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Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we have no objection to the citizens of Aus- 
tin using the Representative Hall this evening at candie-ighting, 
Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 

OWS :- 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Clements, Fields, Holland, Hunt, Jow- 
ers, Lewis, Lott. McKinney, Owen, Patrick. Reynolds, Russell, 
Shaw, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Rec River, Sterne, -Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Harrison and Wren—21. 

Nayg-—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of 
Travis, Johnson, Lloyd, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Speights, 
Wigfall and Williams—19. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Wren offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to grant to Billy 
Barlow the use of the Represenatives Hall for the purpose of giv- 
ing an evening’s amusement to the citizens of Austin to-morrow 
evening; 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 
OWS : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Clements, Dickson, Fields, 
Hendricks, Holland, Jowers, Lott, Scott, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Speigtits, Sterne, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall 
and Wren—J7. ~ 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hunt, John- 
son. Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, Owen,. Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shepard, Taylor of Cass and 
Williams—21. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Scott introduced a joint resolution requiring the Commis- 
sioner of the General Landoffice to obtain a certain record book 
from the county clerk of Harris county ; read first time. 

Rule suspended ; resolution read second time, and referred to 
a select committee consisting of Messrs. Scott, Franklin and Owen. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize the county court clerk of Bexar county to transcribe 
the records in book A No. 1, into a bound book; read first time. 

Rule suspended ; bill read second time, and referred to the Ju- 
diciary committee. . 

Mr. Johnson introduced a bill to be entitled an aet for the re- 
lief of Berry Merchant ; read first time. 

: * 
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Rule suspended ; bill read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. a 

Mr. Charlton introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of James Chesier, Senr.; read first time. Rule suspended 
bill read second time and referred to committee on Private Land 
Claims. . 

Mr: Shepard introduced a bill to be entitled an act to legaliz 
a copy of the records in the office of the County Surveyor of the 
County of Washington ; read first time. Rule suspended; bil] 
read second time and referred to the committee on Publicagands, 

A message was received from the Senate through their Wecreta- 
ry, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed a bill to be entitled an act, accepting the propositions made by 
the United States to the State of Texas, in an act of the Congress 
of the United States, approved, the 9th of September 1850, and 
“entitled an act, proposing to the State of Texas the establish- 
mentof her Northern and Western boundaries, the relinquish- 
ment by said State of all territory claimed by her exterior to said 
bonndaries, and of all her claims upon the United Stateg, and to 
establish a territorial Government for New Mexico.” s 

Mr. Franklin moved to reconsider the vote taken this day en 
grossing the bill to be entitled an act accepting the propositions 
made by the United States to the State of Texas, etc., ete., which 
was cartied and the vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Franklin then moved to reconsider the vote rejecting 
amendment No. 1, proposed to the bill by Mr. Wigfall--which 
was also carried, and the vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Wigfail then proposed the following amendment to amend- 
ment No. 1, offered by himself on yesterday ; afterthe word “ rev- 
enues” in the 6th Jine from the top, insert “ arising from impost 
duties,” 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the bill and amendments were laid on 
the table, =, 

Mr. Stapp then moved to take up the bill just reported from the 
Senate, to be entitled an act accepting the propositions made by 
the United States to the State of Texas, etc., etc, which was car- 
ried, and the bill taken up and read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended and bill read second time. 

Mr. Shepard proposed the following amendment. After the word 
“Texas” in the second section third line, insert “agreed to and” 
—which was rejected. 

Mr, Wigfall proposed the followiffs amendment. In the se- 
cond clause of the first section of Pearce’s Bill, strike out the 
werds “claim to”—upon which the yeas and nays were called 
and stood as follows: 


30 


Yeas: Messrs, Bryan, Clements, Hunt, Taylor of Harrison, 
and Wigfall—a. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Cramp, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea,’ Shepard, Smith of 
Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
Taylor of Cass, Williams, and Wren—33, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Wren proposed the following amendment. Strike out in 
second section all the portion relating to “a special messenger :” 
upon which the yeas-and nays were called and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bryan, Bumey, Charlton, Franklin, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of T'ravis, Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, 
McKinney, Owen, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Shep- 
ard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Taylor of 
Cass, Williams, and Wren—23. 

Naysg Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Crump, 
Dickson, Fields, Hendricks, Hunt, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, Patrick, 
Polk, Selman, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harri- 
son, and Wigfall—2l. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Wigtall proposed the following amendment. Insert in the 
preamble after the words “Western boundaries” “ the relinquish- 
ment by said Sjate of all territory owned by her exterior to said 
boundaries,” ete.  - , 

Mr. Tarrant moved the House now adjourn until nine o’clock ~ 
to-morrow morning, Upon which the yeas and nays were called 
and stood as follows: : 

Yeas: Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, Crump, 
Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Hendrieks, Holland, Hunt, Lew- 
is, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, and Wigfall—21, 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Dickson, Fields, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Me- 
Kinney, Owen. Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Speights, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren.—24. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Crump moved to adjourn until half-past nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning.—Lost. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to adjourn until fen o'clock to-morrow 
morning upon which motion the yeas and nays were taken and 
resulted as follows: 
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Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Holland, 
Hunt, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Owen, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Shea, Shepard, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Taylor .of 
Harrison, Wigfall, Williams and Wren—32. . 
Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton. Dickson, Fields, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Jowers, McKinney, Patrick, Polk, Shaw, 
Speights, Stapp, and Stewart—13. - 
So the House adjourned. 
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Austin, November 22, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—rolled called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees—Messrs. Bee, Crump, Gillet, Owen, Stapp, Taylor 
of Harrison, and Winfield. - 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. f 

Mr. Smith of Red River, submitted the petition of Lorenzo 
Henderson praying for relief; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

_ Mr. Smith of Red River submitted the petition of Mary W. 
Donoho, praying for relief; referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of Elijah Allen praying for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Charlton submitted thé petition of the heirs of William 
Gibbs deceased, praying for relief; referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Burney introduced the‘ petition of Z. N. Morrell praying 
for relief; referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of A. D. Rice praying for 
relief; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of H. J. McKinzie praying 
for relief; teferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. 'l'arrant submitted the petition of James M. Riggs, pray- 
ing for relief; referred to a special committee consisting af Messrs. 
Tarrant, Patrick, and Shepard. - 

Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Pe- 
ter’s colony, praying for relief; referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. f 
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Mr. Tarrant submitted the petition ii B. P. Hammett praying 
for relief ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr, Tarrant submitted the pet tion of L. T. M. Plumer pray- 
ing for relef ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Shea submitted the petition of Henry Tiermester praying 
for relief; referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Taylorof Harrison, submitted the petition of the Marshall 
Lodge No. 24, of Freemasons, praying for a grant of land for 
the use and benefit of the Masonic Female Institute in the town 

- of Marshall; referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Lott, chairman ofthe committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to require the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office to issue patents for lands therein 
named; reported the bill back to the House and recommended its 
passage. . 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up amongst the or- 
ders of the day. 

. Mr. Lott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to legalize a copy of the 
records in the office of the Couuty Surveyor of Washington 
County ; reported the bill back to the House without amendment 
and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of 

Berry Merchant; reported the same back to the House without 
amendment and recommended its passage. ` 

Report-and bili laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Priwate Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of James Cheshier, Senr.; reported the same back to the 
House withopt amendment and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Reuben R. Browa, reported 
a bill for his relief and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day, 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Galveston and Brazos Navigation company; reported 
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the saine back to the House without amendment, and recommend- 
gd its passage. l 

Report and bill laidon the table to come up among ‘the orders 
of the day. — i i ; 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on. Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred: the petition of citizens of Brazoria 
county, praying for a charter to construct a plank road; reported 
a bill embracing that object and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to.come up among the orders 
of the day. 

A messaze was received from the Senate, throigh their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond,informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed a joint resolution refunding to Major W. S. Ftenry the fine im- 
posed npon him by sentence gf’ a cotirt martial in the 9th military 
department of the United States, in which all rules were suspen- 
ded,—-also, that the Senate had passed a resolution to convene 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives in joint session on 
Tuesday the 30th inst., at three o’clock p. m. to count, the vote 
of the people of this State for and against the proposin of the 
United States to Texas, for the purchase-.of her Northwestern 
territory, and requested the concurrence of the house thereto. 

The committee on engrossed bills, W. G. W. Jowers chair- 
mau, made the following report, which was accepted. 


CommirTree Room, November 22, 1850. 
Hon. G G. Keenan, . : 
Speaker of the House of Representatwes :- 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled-an act to incorporate Fayette Academy in thé county of 
Fayette ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part an act 
entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity plank road-company, 
approved: September 4, 1850 ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to 
permanently locate-the seat of justice of Denten-county, and find 
the same correctly engrossed. - a. ; ' 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the Trinity and Galveston Navigation company ; read first 
time. 

Mr. Lloyd introduced a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the 
time of trial of causes in District: Courts, and to provide for the 
summoning of witnesses to attend on particular days; read first 
time ; rule suspended, bill read: second time, and referred, to the 
Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Mae J. D. McKissack ; read first time. 
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Mr. Wigfall introduced a bill te authorize the Executive Board 
of Managers of the Masonic Female Institute to confer degrees ; 
read firstime; rule suspended, read second time, and referred to 
the committee on education. g 

Mr. Jowers introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Dan- 
jel Parker, jr., read first time: role suspended, read second time and 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief cf J. M. Day: read first. time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of the citizens of Fannin county: read first time. 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief 
of the heirs of Andrew Kent, dec’d: read first time—rule sus, 
pended, bill read second time and referred to a selent committee, 
consisting of Messrs. McKinney, Owen, and Taylor of Cass, 

Mr. Clements introduced the following resointion— which was 
laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Resolved, That the Honse of Representatives, the Senate con- 
curring, will adjourn sine die on Monday the second day of De- 
cember 1850, at twelve o’lock, m. 

Mr. Scott, of the select committee to whom was referred the 
joint recolution relative to the “ Lost Book” of the Board of 
Land Commissioners of Harris, reported a substitu'e for the bill 
and recommend its passage; report and bill ahd substitute laid 
on the table to-some up among the orders of the day. 

Mr Smith of Shelby introduced a bill to ba entitled an act to 
regulate the pay of certain volnnfeers who served in 1842; read 
first time, rale suspended, bill read second time and referred to 
the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Tarrant, Chairman of a select committee to whom was 
referred the Fill to authorize the Clerk of the County Court of 
Navarro county, to transcribe certain records, reported a substi- 
tute for the bill and recommend its passage. Report, bill and sub- 
stitute laid on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr Stewart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the City of New Braunfels; 
read first time. ` 

Mr. Stewart introduced the follawing resolution : : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Debt be instructed to 
enquire into the expediency of sending a Special Agent te bring 
the five million of bonds to Austin, and of requiring the 

to pay out the same at er cent, premium, to such 
of the public creditors as hold par fund certificates, and that said 
committee report by bill or otherwise—adopted. 


Mr. Burney introduced a bill fo be entitled an act for the relief 
of Zachariah N. Morrell read first tims. 

Mr. Shepard introduced a joint resolution providing fer the 
funding of the moneys set gpart for common school purposes ; 
read first time ; rule suspended, read second time and referred to 
committee on Pablic Debt, 7 

Mr. Lott submitted a remonstrance of the citizens of Kauf- 
man coubly—referred to the comnanttee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Runnels introduced a bill to be entitled an aet reeulating 
slaves; read first time; rule suspended, hill read second time, 
and referred to the eommittee on the Judiciary. 

On mation, the House proceeded ito take up the business on 
the Speaker's table, and to the . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act accepting the propositions made by ^ 
the United States to the State of Texas, in an act ef the Congress 
of the United States, approved the 9th of September, 1856, and 

entitled “an act proposing to the State of Texas the establish- 

ment of her Northern and Western bogndaries, the relinquish- 
ment by the said State of all territory claimed by her exterior 
to said boundaries, and cf all her claims upon the United States, 
ané@ to establish a Territorial government for New Mexico, on its 
second reading, ` 

Mr, Wigfall’s amendment tothe preamble being before the 
House, the question was taken upon its adoption and lost. 

Mr. Shepard offered the following as a substitute for the two 
last sections of the bill: 

Therefore, ist. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, That said Legislature hereby agrees to, and accepts 
said proposition, and from and after the compliance of the gor- 
ernment of the United States with her part of said agreement, the 
houudary of the State of Téxas on the North shall commence on 
the point at which the meridian of one hundred degrees west 
from Greenwich is intersected by the parallel of thirty-six de- 
grees thirty minutes north latitude, and shall ran from said point 
due west to the meridian of one hundred and three degrees west 
from Greenwich ; thence her boundary shall rux due south to 
the thixty-second degree of north latitude; thenee on said par- 
altel of thirty-two,degrees of north lautude to the Rio Bravo del 
Norte; and thence with the channel of said river to the Galf of 
Mexico. 

Second, The State of Texas hereby cedes fo the Bunited States, 


Li 
e 


ae 


36 


all her territory exterior to the limits and boundaries above agreed 
to, upon compliance of said government with her part ofsaid 
agreement. ; 

Third. The State of Texas hereby relinquishes to the United 
States, all claim for liability of the debts of Texas, and for com- 
pensation or indemnity for the surrender to the United States of 
her ships, forts, arsenals, eustomhouses, customhonse revenue, 
arms and munitions of war, and public build.ngs with their sites, 
which became the property of the United States at the time of 
annexation. 

Fourth. That the Governor of this State be, and he is hereby, 
requested to ‘cause a copy of this act, authenticated under the 
seal of the State, to be furnished to the President of the United 
States, by mail as early as practicable ; and also, a copy thereof, 
certified in like manner, to be transmitted to each of the Senators 
and Representatives of Texas in Congress; and that this act 
take effect from and after its passage. 

The yeas and nays being called for on its adoption, stood as 
follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Hunt, Shepard, Taylor of Harrison and 
Wigfall—s. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdaqhes, 
Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Qwen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw,Shea, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant. 
Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—39. So the substitute 

was rejected. 


Mr. Stewart proposed the following amendment: strike ont in 
first lize of the first section, the words “ Legislature” and insert 
in lieu thereof, the words “the State of ‘Texas ;” strike out im 
third line of same section, the words “of Texas,” and insert be- 
fore the word “State” in second line, the word “said ;” upon 
which the yeas.and nays were called, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Gochran, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Hen- 
dricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Me- 
Kinney, Owen, Patrick, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfali and Wil- 
liams--36. 

Mays—Meéssrs. Speaker, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Polk, 
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Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Tarrantand Wren-~8, . So the ameng- 
ment was adopted. l 

Mr. Wigfali moved to lay the bill on the table and make it the 
special order for Tuesday next; upon hich the yeas and nays 
were called for, and stood thus: 

Yeas—- Messrs. Bryan, Franklin, Hunt, Lewis, Shea, Shepard, 
Taylor of Harrison and Wigfail—9. 

Nays-~Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis; 
Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, 
Owen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights. Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren— 
35. So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. Wigfall moved to adjourn until 1 o'clock p.m. Lost. 
n Mr. Wigfall then moved to adjourn to three o'clock, P. m. 

ost, l 

Mr, Wigfall then moved to adjourn to half-past three o’clock, 
vy, mM. Lost, - : 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches moved that the bill under con- 
sideration be now passed to a third reading, which was carried, 

Qn motion the House adjourned to three o’clock, P. m. 
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3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Honse met pursuant to adjournment—troll called~quorum pre- 
sent. l 

A. bill to be entitled an act, to authorize the settlérs in Peter’s 
Colony to intervene ia suit or suits in reference to any matter 
connected with said Colony contracts where they have an inter- 
est; read 2rd time and referred to a special committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Franklin, Hendricks, Lewis, and Taylor of Harrison. 

A bill to be entitled an-act to amend an agt to organize the 
Supreme Court of the State of Texas, read 2nd time. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out “7th District” in the “eastern 
District” and insert “seventh district” in the “ western Dis- 
tiict.” Carried, > f 

Mr. Bryan proposed the following amendment : l 

Suc. 4." Be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed 
a reporter by the Supreme Gourt to report the decisions of said 
Cour, whe shall report and publish in book form at his own ex- 
pense 300 volumes of said decisions, and ,have the said. books 
ready at each session of the Court for the use of the Court and 
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State. The said Reporter shall have a salary of $3000, annu- 
ally. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved to amend the amendment of Mr. 
Bryan, by striking out,“ $3000” and insert “ #2000 ” * 

On motion of Mr. Scott the amendments were laid on the table 
for the present. * 

Mr. Franklin moved that the bill be referred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of one member from each district, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows: 

-Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Dickson, 
Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacog., Hardeman of Travis. Hol- 
jand, Hunt, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Rey- 
nolds. Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea. Shepard, Sterne, Taylor 
of Cass, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, Williams and Wren—30. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Cochran, Hendricks, Johnson, 
‘Lott, Runnels, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, 
Stapp, Stewart and ‘Tarrant—I3. So the motion was carried. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Franklin, Russell, Shepard, 
Lewis, Speights. Dickson, Williams, Tarrant, Owen and Clem- 
ents, to compose sgid committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secreta- 
ry, Mr. Raymond, informing the House of the passage cf a bill 
to be entitled an act requiring the CommiSioner appointed by an 

det creating the county of Hunt, to deliver up certain documents 
' &c.—a bill to be entitied an act for the relief of Benjamin Burke, 

and a bill to be entitled an act to legalize the acts of the county 
' Surveyor of the county of Cass. 
. Mr. Stapp moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on three 
„several days be suspended, in order to take up the bill to be en- 
titled an act accepting the propositions made by the United States 
to the State of Texas, ete, ete., upon which the yeas and nays 
were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochren, 
Dickson, Fields. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Hendricks, Holland,Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott.McKinnev, 
Owen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby. Speichts, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Cass, Williams, and Wren—-35 

Nays—Messrs. Brvan, Clements, Franklin, Huot, Shepard, 
Tarrant, Taylor ef Harrison and Wiefall—s. ‘ 

So the rule was suspended—bill taken up and read third time, 
the yeas and nays being called for on its final passage stood as 
follows: ` ‘ 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton Clements, 
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Cochran, Crump, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Holland, John- 
son, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—40. E 
Nays—Messrs B yan, Huut, Shepard, Taylor of Harrison and 
Wigfall—5. “So the bill passed ` 
On motion the House adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


o 


Austin, November 23, 1850, 


Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Absentees —Messrs. Bee, Franklin; Jowers, Patrick, Scott, 
Shea, Wigfall and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields sabmitted the petition of Daniel Merritt praying the 

passage of a law, giving to his wife Cynthia R. Merritt the entire 
ec ntrol of her property, real and personal ; referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
» Mr, Hardeman of Travis, submitted the petition of William 
H. Parker, of the State of Virginia, praying the passage of a law, 
authorizing the proper officers of the State to issue to him, dupli- 
cates of certain bonds; referred to a special committee, consisting 
of Messrs. McKinney, Russeli and Scott. 

Mr. Shea, subinitted the petition of John Gillespie, praying 
for relief; referred to the committee on private land claims. » 

Mr. Crump submitted the petition of the county cou:t of Bex- 
ar county, praying the power to increase the county taxes of 
said connty ; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Shea submitted the petition of John Gillespie, praying for 
relief; referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Scott submitted the petition of Henry Tierwester, praying 
for relief; referred to the committee on private tand claims, 

Mr. Holland submitted the petition of Aquilla Brinkley pray- 
ing for relief; referred to the committee on private land claims, 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, charman of the committee on military 
affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Peter Lopez, repor- 
ted a bill for his relief, and recommended its passage. 
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Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on the public debt, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act, for the benefit of 
certain persons therein named; reported the same back to the 
House and recommended its passage. 

‘Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. i 

Mr. Burney chairman of the committee on private land claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Stoakly D. Shoate; repor- 
ted a bill for his rehef and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. : 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill entitled an act, to permanently locate the seat of 
justice of Denton ceunty; a bill, to be entitled an act, to incorpo- 
rate Fayette Academy, in the county of Fayette; originating in 
the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the commitfee on private land 
claims, to whom was referred the petitions of the Heirs of Wil- 
jiam Denoho, deceased, and that of L. D. Henderson, reported a 
bill for their relief and recommended its passage. ; 

Report and bill jaid en the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the joint resolution for the religf of 
Daniel Parker, Jr. ; reported the same back to the House without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. ; 

Report and joint resolution laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the Heirs of James 
T. Sheffield, reported a bill for their relief and recommended its 
passage. 

Report and resolution laid on the table to come up among the 
orders of the day. f 

Mr. Chariton, chairman of the committee on County Bound- 
aries to whom was referred the petition of Eighteen Ciizens of 
Leon county, as also the remonstrance of One hundred and fifty 
other Citizens, reported the petitions back te the Hause aud re- 
commended that no action be taken thereon. 

; Report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
aye 
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Mr, Smith of Red River, chairman of the Select committee, 


to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to attthorsze the + 


settlers in Peters’ Colony to intervene in suit or suits in reference 
to any matter connected with said Colony contracts where they 
have an interest ; reported the same back to the House withont 
amendment and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred the bill to be entitled an act fo organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas; reported the following substitute 
tor the same-and recommended its passage, 

An act to amend the second and seventh sections of an act 
entitled an act to organize the Supreme Cuurt of the State of 
Texas, approved the 12th of May, 1846. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, Thatthe second section of the act entitled an act to or- 
ganize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved the 
12th of May, 1846, be amended so as to read as follows : * Séc- 
tion 2, Be it further enacted, That the Supreme Court shall 
hold its sessions once in every year at the City of Austin, in the 
county of Travis; onee in every year at the City of Galveston, 
in the county of Galveston, and once in every year at the tawn 
of Henderson, in the county of Rusk. That the causes decided 
in the District Courts of the second, third, fonrth and eleventh 
judicial districts, when taken up by appeal or otherwise to the 
Supreme Court, shall be returnable to the Supreme Court sitting 
at the city of Austin. That the causes decided in the District 
Courts of the first, seventh, tenth and twelfth judicial districts, 
shall be returnable to the Supreme Court holding its session at 
the city of Galveston, That the causes decided in the District 
Courts of the fifth, sixth, eighth and ninth judicial districts, shall 
be returnable to the Supreme Court holding its session at the 
town of Henderson, in the county of Rusk; Provided, That 
the parties or their attarneys may, on filing an agreement for that 
purpose with the clerk of any District Court in either ef the jn- 
dicial districts, direct the recard, accompanied by a certified copy” 
nf the agreement to be transmitted to the Supreme Court hold- 
ing its Session,—either at the city of Austin, the city of Galves- 
ton or at the town of Henderson ; Provided further, That all 
causes, where land ütles are involved, taken up from the District 
Courts to the Supreme Court, where the State of Texas is a party, 
shall he returnable to the Supreme Court holding its session at the 
city of Austin. That the Supreme Court shall hold its session 
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at the city of Austin on the second Monday in November, in 


‘each and every year, and may continne in session six weeks, or 


until the business before the court is disposed of. At the city af 
Galveston on the first Monday in January, and may continue m 


' session ten weeks, unless the business before the court is sooner 


disposed of At the town of Henderson on the first Monday in 
ApriJ, and may continue in session until the first day of July, 
unless the business before the court is sooner disposed of. That 
all causes remaining on the docket undisposed of when this act 
goes into effect, which have been decided in the counties meln- 
ded in the first, seventh, tenth and twelfth judicial districts, shal! 
be by the clerk of the Supreme Court, transmitted to the Supreme 
Court holding its session atthe cify of Galveston, That the 
causes remaining on the dockgt undisposed of which were deci- 
ded in the fifth, sixth, eighth and ninth judicial districts, shall be 
transmitted to the Supreme Court holding its sessions at the town 
of Henderson, unless the parties or their attorneys agree that the 
same may be decided by the Supreme Court holding its session 
at the city of Austin. . 

Sec. 2. Be tt further enacted, That the seventh section of 
the act entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of the State 
of Texas, approved the 12th day of Mar, 1846, be amended so 
as to read as follows: “Section seventh. Be it further enacted, 
That the clerk of the Supreme Court, shall keep an office at the 
city of Austin, atthe city of Galveston, and at the town of Hen- 
derson. That said clerk shall have power to appoint deputies 
under him, from whom he may require bonds for the faithful dis- 
charge of the duties of his office, by written appointment under 
the seal of the court, which shall be filed and recorded in the 
records of the court, fo whom he shall administer an oath faith- 
tally to discharge the duties of his office, and for whose official 
acts he shall in all cases be vespousible. "That the clerk of the 
Supreme Court shall appoint a deputy residing in the first, sev- 
enth, tenth or twelfth judicial districts, who shall reside at the 
city of Galveston, and attend at the office of the clerk of the 
Supreme Court. Thathe shall also appoint a depnty residing in 
the fifth, sixth, eighth or ninth judicial district, who shall reside 
wt the town of Henderson,and attend at the office of the clerk of the 
Supreme Court and attend toand discharge the duties of his of- 
fice during the absence of the clerk of the Supreme Court, or 
when the clerk is present, under his direction. ‘That the clerk 
of the Supreme Coprt and his deputies shall have power to ad- 
minister oaths in all cases incident to the discharge of the duties” 
of his office.” 
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Sge. 3, Be it further enacted, That this bill take effect from 
and after its passage. : 

Report and bill laid on the table tó come up among the orders 
of the day. i 

Mr. Selman introduced a joint resolution for the relief of the 
Heirs of J. Rutherford, deceased ; read first time; rule suspended, 
resolution read second time, and referred_to the committee on 
Military Affairs. ; 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill for the relief of George W. 
Wright and others ; read first time ; rule suspended ; read second 
time and referred’to the committee on the Public Debt. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
hef of John M. Taylor ; read first time. 

Mr. Lloyd introduced a joint resolution for the relief of John 
C. Walling; read first time; mle suspended, resolution read se- 
cond time and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr, Shepard introduced a resolntion authorizing the Governor 
to draw money from the Treasury foy certain purposes; read 
first time ; rule suspended; tead second time and referred to the 
Finance commiltec. 

Mr. Sterne introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing, be, and 
they are hereby authorized and required to contract with De Cor- 
dova & Co. for 48 copies of each issne of the South Western 
American ; during the publication of the debates of the present 
sessibn for the use of the members of the House of Representa- 
tives, and that the same be paid for ont of the contingent fund of 
this House; the yeas and nays being called for on its passage 
stand as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, 
Crump, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of ‘Travis, Hendricks, 
Holland, Hunt, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, MeKinney, Owen, Patrick, 
Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott. Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Smith of She'by. Stapp, Sterne, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Har- 
rison, Wigfall, Williams and Wren —35. 

Nays: Messrs. Charlton, Clements, Dickson, Hardeman of Na- 
eogdoches, Johnson, Selman, Smith of Red River, and Speights 
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So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. Tarrant introduced a bili to be entitled an aet to authorize 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issne Patents 
to the Heirs of Simon Gillom’and the Heirs of Johu Smith ; read 
first time : rule suspended ; bill read second time and referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 
+ 
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Mr. Patrick introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief 
of the Heirs of Mary Ann Smith, deceased; read first time, 

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill appropriating ten thousand dol- 
lars; or so much thereof as may be necessary for the payment of 
the mileage and per diem pay of the members of the second extra 
session, third Legislatuie; read first ime. On motion of Mr, 
Dickson, the rale was suspended. Qn motion of Mr. Scott, the 
bill was laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the motion of Mr. Scott to amend 
the journal of Monday the 18th inst., which had been previously 
laid on the table, was taken up. 

The question to. reconsider the adoption of the journal of 
Monday the 18thinst. was put and carried. 

Mr. Franklin then moved to amend the journal of Monday 
the 18th iust., by striking out in the first and second lines after 
the word “ pursuant” the words “ adjourament and subsequent ; ” 
upon which the yeas and nays were called for and stoed as foli 
lows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump, Dickson, Franiklin, 
Gillet, Hendricks, Holland, Hunt, Lloyd, Lott, Reynolds, Scott, 
Selman, Shea, Shepard, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Taylor 
of Harrison, ang Wigfall—21. 

_ _ Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Fields, 
#lardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Jow- 

eis, Lewis, McKinney, Owen, Patriek. Runnels, Shaw, Smith of 

Red River, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Williams and Wren—21. 

There being a tie the question was lost. ; 

Mr. Wren moved a reconsideration of the vote last taken; 
which motion prevailed and the vote was reconsidered. 

On motion a call of. the Honse was ordered, aud Sergeant at 
arms dispatched for absent members. . 

Os motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass, Mr. Russell was excused 
from attendance on the House to-day. 

On motion a futher call of the House was suspended. 

Mr. Franklin renewed his motion to amend the journal upon 
which the yeas and nays weie called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump, Dickson, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hendricks, Holland, Hunt, Lloyd, Loft, Reynolds, Scott, 
Selman, Shea, Shepard, Speights, Stapp. Tarrant, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Harrison, and Wigfall—22, 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacagdoches, Hardeman of Travis, John- 
son, Jowers, Lewis, MeKinney, Owen, Patrick, Runuels, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Wilhams and Wren—20. 

So the metion cariied, and the journal order d to be amended. 
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On motion, the, journal of Monday the 18th inst, was then 
adopted as amended. * 

n motion, leave of absence was granted to Messrs. Stewart 
and Lewis, until three o’clock on Wednesday next, 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that the Senate had passed an act incorporating Rising Star 
Chapter No. 9; and a bill for the relief of Lewis Monroe Mays, 
a minor, . 

Mr. Fowers presented a eammunication from the Hon. D. S. 
Kaufman, and asked leave of the House that the same be read by 
the chief clerk. , 

A message was received fromthe Senate, through their Sesreta- 
ry, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate refused to 
goncur in the amendments of the House to the billto be entitled 
an act accepting the propositions made by the United States to 
the State of Texas, ete, elec. . 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until threé 
o'clock p. m. 

- 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to ađjournment—rol} éalled—quornm 
present. l 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the Special Committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of James M. Boggs, reported a joint 
resolution for his relief and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid ou the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaker's table and the Orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion, the bill to be entitled an act accepting the propost- 
fions of the United States to the State of Texas etc., ete., was 
taken up. 

Mr. McKitiney moved that the House recede from its amend- 
ments to the bill. 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant 
at arms despatched for absent members. 

On motion, the call was suspended. 

A message was received from the Senate, through theirS 
ry, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate reqnes- 
ted the House to return to the Senate the bill to be entitled aw 
act accepting the propositions of the United States to the State 


ecreta-. 


A 


‘ 
i 
' 
: 


46 | 

i Texas ; and had passed a bill to be entitled an act to repeal ir 
part ian act entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Plank Road 
Company, originating in the House of Representatives; also, a 
bill to be entitled an actto locate the seat of justice of Kaufman 
County; a bill to be éntitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Shelbyville in Shelby county, and a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize the employment of a State Architect. 

Mr. Scott moved that the Chief Clerk be instructed to trans- 
mit to the Senate in accordance with their request, the bill to be 
entitled an act accepting the pone of the United States to 
the State of Texas; carried, 

Mr. Fields mngell to reconsider the vate last taken ; carried. 

Mr. McKinney then renewed his motion to recede from the 
amendments to the bill; upon which the yeas and nays were 

called for and stood as follows: 

aes ree Messrs. Speaker, Clements, Crump, Fields, Hardeman 
al Travis, Jowers, Llayd, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Poli: 

Shea, Stapp. Sterne, Taylor of Harrison, and Wigfal i—16. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Chariton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, 
Hunt, Johnson, Lott, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw. 
Shepard, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Tar- 
rant, Taylor of Cass, W illiams and Wren—27. 

So the House refused io recede from their amendments. 

On motion, tne communication from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, this day transmitted to House was taken up and read as 
follows; 


Execttive DEPARTMENT, ? 
° Austin, Texas, November 22, 1950. 4 


To the Honorable Senate and 
House of Represcntatives. 


GENTLEMEN! On the receipt from the set rt ce of State 
at Washington city, by special express, of the bill passed by the 
general Congress, proposing to purchase part of the North-west- 
ern territory “of the State af Texas, which is now before your 
Honorable body for legislative consideration and action, 1 took 
immediate steps to lay the matter before the peonle of the State 
to obtain through the medium of a general election, their accepi- 
ance or rejection of the proposition. 

As the time to effect this was necessarily so limited, it was of 
vital importance that every means at the command of the Exec- 
ulive Department should be made use of to carry out promptly 
and effectively the course thus taken; and in furtherance of this 
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view, I deemed it advisable to employ five Expresses to carry the 
Proclamation for said election to the several Chief Justices of the 
diferent counties of the State, with as much dispatch as possible. 

As these duties thus required considerable exertion on the 
part of the Expresses. who underwent much fatigue and expos- 
ure in their discharge, and as they -appear to have beeni faithfal- 
ly performed, I have the honor to recommend that your Honor- 
able body make a suitable appropriation for the services rendered. 

One of these expresses, (Mr. Wiley Marshall,) having lost a 
horse in the performance of this duty, I would also respectfully 
recommend that your Honorable body make him an equitable 
- compensation for the same. P. H. BELL. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the communication was referred to 
the committee on Finance. ; 

On motion, a bill to be entitled an act to legalize the acts of the 
County Surveyor of the county of Cass from the Senate, was ta- 
ken up and read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended—bill read second time and passed 
to a third reading. . 

On motion, rule further suspended—bill read third time and 

assed. 
P On motion of Mr. Franklin, a bill te be entitled an act to amend 
the second and seventh sections of an act entitled an act to or- 
ganizethe Supreme Court of the State of Texas &e. with the 
substitute of the select committee was taken up, and the substi. 
tute adopted. r 

Mr. Smith ot Red River moved to strike out “ Henderson in 
Rusk county,” and insert“ Tyler in Smith coùnty,” upon which 
the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Coch- 
tan, Crump, Dickson, Franklin Gillet, Hendricks, Lewis, 
Lott, Owen, Patrick, Runnels, Scott. Selman, Shea, Shepard, 
"Smith of Red River, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, Wil- 
liams and Wren —25. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 
ches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Polk, Reynolds, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne 
and Taylor of Cass—17. So the amendment was made. 

Mr. Clements moved to strike out “Galveston” and insert Cor- 
pus Christi? Rejected. . i 

Mr. Shea moved to strike dnt “Galveston ” and insert, * Hous- 
ton ”—upon which the yeas and nays stood as follows : 

Yeas---Messrs. Dickson, Gillet, Jowers Lewis, Patrick, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Scott, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Taylor of Cass and Wren—13. 
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Nays—Messts. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Chariton, 
Cochran, Crump, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Lloyd, 
Lott, McKinney, Owen, Polk, Selman, ‘Shaw, Shea, Shepard, 
Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Will- 
iams—30. So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Stapp moved ta lay the bill on the table until. monday next. 
Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a bill to be entitled an act, authoriz- 
ing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue Pa- 
tents to certain persons therein named, was taken up and read 
second time. 

Mr. Lewis moved to amend by striking out “ Senate and House 
of Representatives,” and inserting “Legislature of the State ot 
Texas.” Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
refary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House, that the Senate 
had cancurred in the amendments of the House toa bill to be 
entitled an act accepting the propositions made by the United 
States to.the State of Texas, ete. etc. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, a bill to be entitled an act appro- 
priating ten thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary, for the paymant of the mileage and per diem pay of the 
members of the second extra session of the third Legislature, 
was taken up, read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, a bill to be entitled. an act to amend 
the first section of an act incorporating the Galveston and. Brazos 
Navigation Company,.was taken up and. read second time; tule 
suspended, bill read third time and passsed. 

Ou motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr- Jowers was added to the Com- 
mittee on Education. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House adjourned until ten.o’clock 
Monday morning. 


Austin, November 25, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—rol] called—quorum 
resent. 
: Absentees—Messrs, Bee, Crump, Hardeman of Travis, Rey- 
nolds, Russell and Winfield. 7 

Journal of Saturday read and adopted. 

Mr. Russell asked leave of the House to reeord his vote upon 
the question to amend the journal of Monday, the 18th inst., 
which was granted. 

Mr. Cochran submitted the petition of the citizens of Tarrant 
county, praying the passagevof a law anthorizing the location of 
a county seat for said county; referred to the committee .on 
County Boundaries. 

Mr. Shepard submitted the petition of Jacob Long, praying 
authority to construct bridges over certain water courses; refer- 
red to the committee on Internal Improvements. 5 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of the heirs of Mrs. Sarah 
L. Scoville, praying the annulment of a grant of land to John A. 
Wagner, and the issuance in lieu thereof a certificate to said keirs 
for one fourth leagne; referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of Edward Hall, praying 
that the informal assignment of bounty land certificate, No. 580, 
for 640 acres of_land be confirmed ; referred to the committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of Edward Hall, praying the 
informal assignment of headright certificate, No. 3, class 2, for 
640 acres, be confirmed; referred to the committee on Public 
Lands, 

Mr. Bryan submitted the petition of Edward Hall, praying 
that the informal assignment of bounty land warrant, No. 1246, 
for 960 acres land, be confirmed ; referred to the committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Mr. Jowers presented sundry petitions, praying for relief; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Clamus. 

Mr. Smith, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill regulating the pay of certain volun- 
teers who served in the year 1842, m the expedition of General 
Burleson, and those who served under Col. Clark L. Owen ; re- 
ported the bill back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the, committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize thè Executive 
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Board of Managers of the Female Institute of Marshall, Harrison 
county, to conter degrees, etc.; reported the bill back to the 
House with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

Report and biil laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. = 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee en Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bil] to be entitled an act to au- 
thorize the Commissioner of the General Land Offce to issue 
patents to Simon and Johy Smith. reported the same back to the 
Horse without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill iad on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Leon, 
Grimes and Walker counties, praying the organizauon of a new 
county ; reported the same back to the House without acuon 
thereon, and asked to be discharged from its further considerauon, 

Report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Lott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution for the relief of John ©. Wall- 
ing; reported the same back to the House without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 

Report and resolution laid on the table, to come up among the 
orders of the day. i 

Mr. Patrick, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom was referred the petition of Henry Tierwester: 
reported the same back to the House without action, and asked to 
be discharged from lts further consideration. 

Report laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day- 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted : 

CommrrrEE Room, Austin, Nov. 23, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, bave examined an act to 
amend the second and seventh sections of an act entitled an act 
to organize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved 
12th May, 1546 ; also,an act to amend the Ist Section of an act 
entitled an act to incorporate Galveston and Brazos Navigation- 
company; also, an act appropriating ten thousand dollars, or as 
much thereof, as may be necessary for the payment of the mile- 
age and per diem pay of the members of the second extra session 
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of the third Legislature; also, an act to require the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue patents for lands therein nam- 
ed, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, throuch their Seere- 
tary, Mr. Raymond,informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed a bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the time of holding the 
District Courts in the 11th judicial district; a bill to be entitled 
an act better to regulate the election of Judges of the Supreme 
Court; also, a bill to be entitled an act for the selef of John Bee- 
man, John S. Beeman and James J. Beeman—originating in the 
Senate. ` 

Mr. Burney, chairman on. the part of the Honse, of the eom- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report, which was 
received : - 

Commirres Room, November 25, 1850. 
Hon. ©. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint-committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act accepting the propositions made by the United 
States to the State of Texas, in an act of the Congress of the 
United States, approved the ninth day of September, A. D. one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, and entitled an act proposing 
to the State of Texas the establishment of her North-western 
boundary, the relinquishment by the said State of all territory 
claimed by her exterior to. said boundary, and of aH her elaims 
upon the United States, and to establish a Territorial government 
for New Mexico > and find the same correctly enrolled. 


Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled un act, to amend an ` 


act to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry, Freight and Tow 
Boat Company ; read first time ; rule suspended, biH read second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed; rule further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by -a constitutional majority —yeas 
36—Nays 5. 

Mr. Franklin, introdueed.a bill to be entithed-an act to incor- 
porate the Anahuac Canaling and Railroal Company ; read first 
time; rule suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Bryan introduced a bill to be entitled an aet to incorporate 
the Commercial, Navigation and Transportation Company ; read 
first time. ' 

Mr. Bryan introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate 
the Lavaca Turnpike and Plank Road Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Polk introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
and require the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to Is- 
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sue a patent to William Shipp of Sabine county, for one league of 

jand; read first time; rule suspended, bili read serond time and 
ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, bul read third 
time and . 

Mr. Fields introduced a joint resolution authorizing the Gov- 
ernor té dispatch a Special Messengerte Washington city, with a 
copy of the act passed at the present session, accepting the propo- 
sitions made by the United States to the State of Texas, for the 
purchase of a portion of her North-western territory ; read first 
time. 

Mr. Bryan introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Professor Mortimer has permission to deliver 
in the Hall of the House of Representatives on to-morrow even- 
ing, the 26th inst., a lecture on Education. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the Speaker was authorized to 
make such disposition of the Hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, as in his judgment he might think proper. 

Mr. Burney mtroduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorpor- 
ate the Waco Male and Female Academy, in the county of Me- 
Lennan ; read first time. 

Mr. Sterne submitted the petitions of William S. Musicks and 
Eli M. Thomason, praying for relief; referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the House proceeded to take up 
the business on the Speaker's table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an att to amend the second and seventh 
Sections of an act entitled an act, to organize the Supreme Court 
of the State of Texas, etc.; read hird time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Berry Merchant, was taken up read second time, and 
ordered $o be engrossed ; rule suspended, bill read third time and 

assed. 
p On motion of Mr. Runnels, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Wm. Donoho, deceased, and L. D. Henderson, was taken up and 
read second time. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass proposed the following amendment: after 
the words “ Donoho, deceased,” insert “and a certificate to 
Charles Ames, for eleven hundred and fifty six acres of land ;” 
adopted. 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed ; rule further 
suspemded, bill read third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr.’ Franklin, a bill to bé entitled añ act cott- 
ceruing the book or register ef land certificates, issued by the. 
board of Jand commissioners for the county of Harris, whieh book 
was at one time niisiaid, but has subsequently been found add 
identified as genuife and unaltered; was taken up and read 
second time; rule suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Patrick, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Stokely D. Choate, was taken wp, read seeond time and 
ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended, bill read third time and 
passed. K 

On motion, a bill for the relief of Peter Lopez was taken up; 
read second time. 

Mr. Scatt proposed the following amendment: insert in the 
caption the wofds “and Henry Tierwester ;” carried. i 

Additional Section.Section 4. Be it further enacted, That 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office be also required 
to issued a certificate for two-thirds of a league and labor to Hen- 
ry Tierwester ; adopted. 

Mr. Russell moved to amend by striking out the word “ as- 
signee ;” carried. ý 

On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspend-- 
ed, bill read third time and passed. ; 

A. message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had appointed a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Portis, Wallace and Burleson, to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the Howse, ou a resolution requiring the 
Senators and Representatives in the United States Congress, to 
receive the bonds from the United States to be issued te the State 
of Texas; and also, that the Senate had passed a resolution to 
adjourn stne die, on Monday the second day of December ensuing. 

Mr. Fields in the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a bill to he entitled an act te amthor- 
ize the settlers in Peters’ Colony to intervene im suit or suits im 
reference to any matter commeeted with said Colony cowtracts 
where they have an interest, was taken up, read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed; rule further suspended ; bill read third 
time ; the yeas and nays being called for on its fina] passage stood 
as follows: . 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Chariton, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman ef Nacogdoches, 
Hendricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Rum- 
nels, Selman, Shepard, Smith ef Red River, Smith ef Shelby, 
Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Harnson, Wigfall, Williams, and Wrea—3l. 
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Nays: Messrs. Dickson, Hardeman of Travis, McKinney, 
Patrick, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, and Shaw— 8. 

So the bill passed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Owen, a bill to be entitled an act, regulating 
the pay ef certain Volunteers who served in 1842, was taken up, 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed; rule suspended ; 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a bill to be entitled an act for the te- 
lief of Reuben R. Brown. was taken up and read second ume; 
rule suspended ; bil] read third time and passed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman on the part of the House of the joint 
committee on Enrolled bills, made the following report: 

Commirres Room, November 25th, 1850. 
Hon. O. G. KEENAN, 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives: | 

The joint commttree on Enrolled bills have this day trans- 
mitted to his Excellency the Gavernor of the State of Texas for 
his approval, a bill to be entitled an act accepting the propositions 
made by the United States to the State of Texas in an act of the 
Congress of the United States, approved the ninth day of Sep- 
tember, A. D. one thonsa.rd eight hundred and filry. and entitled 
an act proposing to the State of Texas the establishment of her 
Northern and Western boundary. the relinquishment by the 
said State of all territory claimed by her exterior to said bound- 
aries and of all her claims upon the Linited States, and to estab- 
lish a Territorial Government for New Mexreo, 

On motou of Mr. Wren, a bill to be enttle? an act for the re- 
lief of Samnel T. Sheffield, was taken up, read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Qa reation, the bill was laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Shepard, a bill to be entitled an act fo legal- 
ize a copy of the records m the office of the County Surveyor of 
the County of Washington was taken ap read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed ; rule suspended; bill read third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a ‘bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief ef Thomas 3. Jordan, read fist time; rule suspended. read 
second time, ind ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended; 
bill read third time and passed. 

‘The committee on Engrossed bills, Mr. Jowers chairman, 
made the following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, November 25, 1850, 
- Hon. C. G. Kezxan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed bals have examined an act for 
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the relief of Lorenzo D. Henderson and the Heirs of William 
Donoho deceased, and Charles Ames, and find the same correct- 
ly engrossed. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Alexander McCutloch ; read first time; rule suspended ; 
eae second time and referred tothe commitlée on Private Land 

laters. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers the House adjourned until three 
o'clock p. m. ; 
Tarte O’Crocx, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
resent. 
á On motion of Mr, Polk, the bill fo incorporate Rising Star 
Chapter, Number Nine, in the county of San Augustine (Senate’s 
bill) was taken up ; read first time , rule suspended, read second 
time; rule fnrther suspended, read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill to be en itled an act for the 
benefit of certain persons therein named, was taken up and reed 
Second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, rule was suspended and bill read third 
time and passed. 

Gn motion of Mr. Wren the joint resslution for the relief of 
Robert Shaw, assignee of William Morrow —Senate bill—was ta- 
ken up and read first time. > 

On motion of Mr. Wren, rule suspended, hill read second 
time, and referred to a Select committee consisting of Messrs. 
Franklin, Burney and Wren. 

A message was received from the Senate, through Mr. Ray- 
mond, their Secretary, informing the House that: the Senate had 
passed a bill from the House, to be entitled an actto au- 
thorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a certificate to William Shipp, of Sabine county, fer one 
league of land, also, that the Senate had passed a bill amendatory 
of an act to create the county of Freestone. 7 

Mr. Wigfall, by leave, introduced a bili to be entitled an act 
granting onè league and labor of land to Brevet-Major William 
S. Henry of the United States army ; read first time. * 

On motion of Mr. Wigfall, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the vote just.taken to engross the, 
above bill, was reconsidered% 

Mr. Franklin then offered the following amendments to the 

ill: , r ` 
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Strike out in Ist section, 7th line from top, the words “ except 
the surveying fees.” i 

After the word “issued” in 3d line, 2d section, insert “and 
locaied under the direction of the Governor of the State of Tex- 
as, for the benefit of the Said William S, Heuty, or his heirs ; 
and the Governor is anthorized to issue his order to the Treasur- 
er of the State, for the payment of the expenses of the location ;” 
adopted. 

On motion, the bill as amended, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wigtfall, the rule was further suspended, 
and bill read third time and passed. ? 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the following report: - 
COMMITTEE Room, November 25th, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ' 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed bills have examined an act to 
authorize the settlers in Peters’ Colony to intervene in suit or 
Suits in reference to any matter connected with said Colony con- 
tracts, where they have an interest, correctly engrossed—also an 
act for the relief of Berry Merchant, and find the same correctly 
engrossed. : 

Mr Burney, chairman on the part of the House of the joint 
committee on Enrolled bills, made-the following report : 

~ Commirrer Room, November 25, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The joint committee on Enrolled bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act to legalize the acts of the county Surveyors of 
the county of Cass and find the same correctly enrolled, and 
having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives and President of the Senate, was this day transmitted to 
His UAR the Governor of the State of Texas for his ap- 
proval. , 

Mr. Wigfall introduced a joint resolution, expressing the sense 
of the Legislature of Texas, in respect to Brevet Major William 
S. Henry, of the United States army, and of the course pursued 
by him towards the Commissioner appointed by the State toor- 
ganize certain counties on the Rio Grande. 

Read first time; rule suspended, read second time and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the joint resolutions were laid on 
the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Wigfall, the joint resolutions were taken up 
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and referted to a Select committee, consisting ef Messns, Wigfall, 
Franklin, and Crump. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass, a bill to be entitled an act 
better to regulate the election of Judges of the Supreme Cowrt, 
—Senate’s bill—was taken up and read first time; tule suspen- 
ped, read.second time and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to a 

elect committee, consisting of Messrs. Scott, Runnels, Shaw, 
Owen and Williams. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Benjamin Burke, Senate’s bill—was taken up and 
read first time. ' l 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act au- 
thorizing the Governor to employ counsel in the Supreme Court 
of the State in cases where tne present Attorney General has been 
employed ; read first time ; rule suspended, read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed ; rule further suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. , 

On motion of Mr. Patrick, a bill to be eytitled an act to repeal 
a portion of an act to authorize the CommiSsioner of the General 
Land Office to issue paten{s on certificates issued by the Board of 
Land Commissioners of Robertson county, under certain restric- 
tions, approved February 5, 1850, was taken up, read second 
time and referred to a Select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Patrick, Stapp and Jowers. ; 

Mr. Wigfal! moved that the House adjourn until nine o'clock 
to-morrow morning; lost. i 

On motion of Mr. Clements, a bill to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act to secure to the German Emigration Company, 
the lands to which they are entitled, originating in the Senate 
was taken upand read first time ; rule suspended, bill read second 
ume and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until to-mog- 
row morning ten o’clock. ; 


» Austin, November 26, 1870. 


House met pursuant to adjourament—roll called— quorum 
present. 

Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Gillet, Russell, Stapp, Wig- 
fall and Winfield. = 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
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Mr. Fields submitted the petition of the agent of Robert Clok- 
ey, praying the issuance of a duplicate audited draft; referred to 
the committee on the Public Debt. 

Mr. Franklin submitted the petition of Joseph Q. Warnes, 
praying to be appointed Spanish Translator, etc. ; referred to the 
committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Judiciary committee to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitied an act to compel the Judges of 
the Distriet Court to alternate ; reported a substitute for the orig- 
inal bill and recommended Its passage. 

Report, bil] and substitute lard on the table to come up among 
the orders of the diy. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to regulate Slaves; 
reported a substitute for the origiual bill and recommended its 
passage. 

Report, substitute and bill laid on the tableto come up among 
the orders of the day. , 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the petition of D. Merritt; reported the same 
back to the House and recommended its indefinite postponement. 

Report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to he entitled an act to regulate the 
time of the trial of causes in the Pistriet Courts, and to provide 
for the summoning of witnesses on particular days; reported the 
Lilt back to the House and recommended its indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred the petition of the County Court of Bexar 
County, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
is indefinite postponement, 

teport laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the 
County Clerk of Bexar County to transeribe the records in book 
A No. 1 into a bound book; reported the same back to the House 
and recommended its passage- i 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up ameng the orders 
of the day. 
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Mr. Smitk of Shelby, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs made the toilowing report: 

Commi EE Room, November 26, 1850. 
To Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
+ Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Military Affairs to whom was referred the 
joint resolution fer the relief of the heirs ef Joseph Rutherford 
deeeased, have had the same under consideration and find from 
the evidence adduced before the committee that said Rutherford, 
was a member of Cant, Gary’s Company and participated in the 
storming of Bexar, in 1833, and was afterwards slain in the mas- 
sacre of the Alamo,—that his wife died in the neighborhood of 
Joseph Durst’s in 1834, leaving one heir only, a female child 
which was taken and raised by Mrs. Durst, (Carneel Rutherford) 
now the wife of William Martin, a citizen of Cherokee county, 
and that said heir of said Rutherford, hasnever received either 
donation or beunty land or pay for’services of her deceased fath- 
er; the committee therefore ins(ruct me to report the accompany- 
ing bill for her relief in lien of the joint resolution referred, and 
recommend us passage. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act forthe 
relief of Alexander McCulloch, reported the bill back to the 
House with amendments and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come np among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Glaims, to whom was referred, the petition of the Heirs of Wil- 
liam Gibbs, deceased, reported a bill for their relief and recom- 
mended its passage. e 

Raport and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a ill to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary taan act to secure to the German Emigration Company 
and their Colanists the lands to which they are entitled ; reported 
the same back to the House with ameudments and recommended 
its passage. f 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day, 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Simon Blythe and 
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John Hobson ; reported a bill for their relief and recommended 
itS passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table #9 come tp among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee om Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of T. M. Plummer; 
reporied a bill for his relief and recornmended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petitions of A. D. Rice and H. 
J. McKinzie ; reported a bill for their relief and recommended its 
passage. 

Report and bill Faid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Lott, chairman of the committee on Public Land Claims, 
to whom was referred a joint resolution fer the relief ef James 
M. Riggs ; reported the same back to the House without amend- 
ment and recommended 1s passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. ‘Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
menis, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to incer- 
porate the Anahuac Canaling and Rail Road Company ; reported 
the same back to ‘the Honse without amendment and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day ° 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred the petition of Jacob Long, praying 
« charter for the erection of bridges across certain water courses; 
reported a bill embracing that object and recommended its pas- 
sage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. i 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
made the folowing report, which was accepted. 

Commirrrer Room, November 26, 1550. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrosæd bills, have examined an act con- 
cerning the Book or Register of land certificates issued by the 
Board of Land Commissioners for the county of Harris, which 
was at one time mislaid, but the Book has subsequently been 
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found and identified as genuine and unaltered; also an act to be 
entitled an act to legalize a copy of the records in the ofice of 
the county surveyor of the county of Washington; also a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Ferry Freight and Tow Boat Company’; also a bill to be entitled 
anact for the relief of Stokely D. Choate, and find them correctly 
engmssed, i 

Mr. Burney, chitraan on the part of the House, of the joint 
committee on Enrolled bills, made the following report, wigich 
was accepted. 
Committee Room, November 26, 1850, 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : é 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint committee on Enrolled bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act to repeal in part an act entitled an aet to imcor- 
porate the Trinity Plank Road Company, also an act entitled an 
act to permanently locate the seat of justice of Denton county, 
also an act tò incorporate the Fayette Academy in the county of 
Fayette, and find the same correctly enrolled, and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and Pres- 
ident of the Senate, was this day transmitted to His Excellency 
the Governor of the State for his approval. 

Mr. Seott, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an act providing for the election of 
Judges of the Supreme Court, made the following report: 

CoMMITTEE Room, November 26, 1850. 
Hon. G, G. KEENAN, . 
Speaker of the Hause of Representatives : 

The Special committee to whom was referred a hill providing 
for the election of Judges of the Supreme Court, have had the 
same under consideration aud a majority concurring in the opin- 
ion that the requisitions of the constitution are not complied with 
by said bill, have instructed me to report a substitute for the 
same and recommend its adoption. ‘Fhe constitution declares 

_ that there shall bea Supreme Court, to consist of a Chief Justice 
and two associates. It cannot be deemeds otherwise than mani- 
fest from the language of the clause that the Ohief Justice cap- 
stitutes not ouly part of, but that his office is necessary to the or- 
ganization and existence of the court, whilst at the same time, it 
clearly indicates the appointment to be separate and distinct from 
that of the associates. It was so regarded in the first appoint- 
ments made under the State organization. It is under that con- 
struction that the present incumbents hold their offices, and 
which there is no room to believe would ever have been doubted, 
but for the amendment to the constitution which it is believed 
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only changed as it was intended to do, the mode of their anpeint- 
ment and not the title of the officer nor the ténue of his offtce.— 
‘That it was not intended to reorganise, but merely te provide a 
new and different mode of election to the then existing system. 
by leaving it tothe popular voice rather than * to the nomination 
of the Governor, by and with the advice and cousent of the Sen- 
ate,” 1s clearly expressed in the act of amendment. ‘Then to be- 
lieve that the offices may be blended together, or that appoint- 
ments May be made to fill them otherwise than separate and dis- 
tinct as they are designated by the constitution, wevld be to sanc} 
tion the anomalous opinion that the alteration of the constitu- 
tion. as to the mode of electing had effected, a change in the or- 
iganization of the whole court, and the consequent repeal or abo- 
lition of the original provisions creating it. Thus would the State 
have placed itself in the mserable dilemma of having abolished the 
court by the adoption of the “amendment” which only presumes 
the existence of, and does not pretend to create. Again, your 
committee cannot with propriety reconcile the opinion that under 
a fair and fill representative system. such as ours, it is better to 
do indirectly that which is provided for directly in the exercise 
of the elective franchise. ‘The Chief Justice is an officer created 
by the constitution, and it is believed the only method of fulfil- 
ing its spirit and intention is to elect him as such, as well as that 
i ts the mode ouly caleulated to render satisfaction to the masses 
upon whose suffrage he mnst depend for support. A different 
ceurse to that recommended is well caleulated to ningie in donbt 

nd uncertainty that which has been made sufficiently plein aud 
niinifest by the act of organization. 

Report, bill and substitute laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Patrick, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issne Patents on certificates issned 
by the Board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county under 
certain restrictions ; reported the bill back to the Honse and recom- 
mended its passage. i 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. y 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the Special committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the clerk of the 
County Courts of Navarro and Tyler counties to transcribe cer- 
tain documents therein named; reported the same back to the 
House without amendment and recommended its passage.. 
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On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the rule was suspended ; bill taken 
up and read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, rule farther suspended ; bill read third time and 

ssed, ‘ 

Mr. McKinney, chairman of Select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

$ Commyrrze Rooz, November 25, 1880. 
Hon. ©. G, Keenan, 4 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Special committee, to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of the Heirs of Andrew Kent, deceased, haveiad the same 
under consideration, and from the evidence introduced we can 
discover no reason why the reef prayed for should not be gran- 
ted; the committee have instructed me,therefore, to return tke bull 
without amendment aud recommend its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. * ; 

Mr. McKinney, chairman of Special committee made the fol- 
lowing report : 

COMMITTEE. Room, November 25. 1850. 
Hon, C. G. Keenan, . 
Speaker of the Hause of Representatives : 

The Special committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
William H. Parker, have considered the subject and a majority of 
the committee have directed me to report in favor of the prayer of 
the petitioner and recommend the passage of the accompanying 
ball. - 

Reportand bill laid on the table to come wp among the orders 
cf the day. 

Mr. Jowers introduced a bill to be entitled an act making an 
appropriation of one hundred and fifty dollars for the payment of 
J. E, Cravens, Special Judge of the Supreme Court; read first 
time. i 

On motion of Mr. Scott, rule suspended ; bill read seeond time 
and referred to a Select committee, consisting of Messrs. Scott, 
Jowers and Hendricks. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William P. 
Wyche and the legal representatives of Peter A. Duell; also a 
bill to be ewtitled an act for the relief ef William U. Anderson; 
and that the Senate had adopted a substitute for the, bill to be en- 
titled an act to amend the second and seventh sections of an act 
to organize the Supreme Court of the State of ‘Texas, etc. 
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Mr. Cramp introduced a bit} te bo entitled an act -allowing to 
the widow of William G. Cooke the balance cf pay due him as 
Commissioner to Santa Fé, and. for services as acting Quarter 
Master General in the Somervell campaign ; read first time ; rule 
suspended; read third time and referred fo the committee on 
Public Debt. p 

The committee on the Public Debt, to wham ’was referred a 
bill for the relief of George W. Wright and others: reported the 
same back to the House with an amendment and recommended 
its passage. 

Report and bil! laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. ` 

Mr. Stapp, chairman on the part of the House of the Joint Se- 
lect committee, who was instrneted to ehquire into the amount 
and charácter of the Public Debt of the late Republic of Texas, 
made the following report: ae 

The joint select committee of the two Houses, "to whom was 
referred a resolution instructing said committee to report the 
amount of the public debt, and a bill requiring the creditors of 
the State to file releases at the Comptroller’s Office, against the 
United States, for all said debts for which the duties on imports 
were specially pledged ; have duly considered the-same, and 
have instructed me to report that they have procured from the 
Comptroller and Auditor, a statement showing the amount ac- 
tually ascertained, together with the estimated amount of the un- 
ascertained debt, which statement is submitted as a part of this 
report. ' 


The committee find, npon an examination of the statutes of 
the Republic of Texas, that the only and whole amount for 
which duties on imports were specially pledged, is the interest 
on the funded debt, created by an act of the Congress of the Re- 
public of Texas, on the seventh day of June, 1837. ~- 

The committee deem it proper to remark that there is a class 
of claims which has been presented at the Audifor’s office for 
spoliations, for property taken and destroyed by both the enemy 
and our own army during our revoiutiou, upon which no action 
has been taken by the Auditorial board, and the limited time al- 
lowed the committee for the discharge of the duly imposed upon 
them, has prevented a thorough examination into said class of 
claims ; they therefore, leave this class to be disposed of by fu- 
ture legislation, without any expression of opinion on their part. 

The list of persons owning consolidated stock, created by 
act of the 7th June, 1837, which«was classified by the Auditor 
and Comptroller at 70 cents on the dollar, and which should be 
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allowed at par, as shown in the report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor, and marked “BH,” we are induced to believe are a spe- 
cial class, and in the opinion of a majority of the committee, 
should be paid at par ; but for the want of time to examine each 
individual claim, the committee would recommend that the same 
be passed over for the present, subject to future legislation. 
In conclusion, the committee report herewith a bill and 
recommend its passage. All of which, is respectfully submitted. 
‘ J, B. ROBERTSON, Chairman 
* on part of the Senate. 
D. M. STAPP, Chairman 
on part of the House 
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ü A. 


STATEMENT of the class and amount of debt of the late 
Republic of Texas, filed and receipted for by the Auditor 
and Comptroller to the 20th of November, 1850, under the 
provisions of an act upproved March 20ih, 1848. 


lens aa CRN EE ae m a m. 


FIRST CLASS. 


Ostensible | Rate | Par value ol 


hadiae PNM at oe e A ne ie i al em- aici 
ppuinmpepui 


of filed deb filed debt. 


10 per cent. Consolidated fund crea- : 

ted by ac of June 7, 1837, $580,787 69 Wects. £405,551 3S 
10 “* * GConsohvated fund, issued 

to Swar won ana others, 6,363 50 100ets: 6,363 5a 
10 # © Bonds issued by Commis- 

sioners under the tive mil- 


lion Joan acts, 653,287 00 various. 7,953 50 
16 * Stock issued ander act of 
February ön T340, - "11800 00 30ets. 213.540 00 
8 a © Stock issued under act of " 
Februaryöth, 1840, 23 780 00 SO0cts. 7.134 00 
Ro & Treasury Bonds, 656 100 09 20eis. 131,220 03 
10 = s Treasury notes, Ist issue, 33 670 00 100eis. 33,670 00 
jg e t do. 2d do, 307,139 0 50cis. 153 569 56 
‘Treasury notes not issued to bear interest, 1,640 245 00 25cts. 410,062 09 
fund ted paper, 59955 09 various 53,259 45 
Miscellaneous, * 41 057 73 100cits. 41,087 73 
Total ostensible and par principal. $4,714,219 Ol $i 956.411 07 


Interest to Ist July, 1850, on such of 
the above liabilities as were issued to 
bear an interest, *A07,447 69 various. 1,229,668 50 


etme 


Total ostensible & par valne of prin- 

ejpal and inieresi of liabilities recespt- 

g for of firs class, 7,121,666 70 $3,156,079 57 
Amour! of Civil, Miltary and Na- 

val claims andited, (known as 2d and 


əd class claims.) 473 533 60 409,370 28 
Amounts andited by special acts of 
the Legislature, 72,077 15 100cts. 72,077 15 
Total amount of ostensible and par 
value of principal and interest rezept- ; 
ed for to November 20th, 1850, 7,669,277 45 3,667,527 00 
Amount of claims on file not yet re- 
ceipied ior, 103,000 00 100cts. 103,000 00 
aaa O. EEES 


Total ostensible and par value of 
principal and interest of all claims filed 
of receipted fur to 20th Nav., 1850, SU 7172877 45 $3,770,527 00 


een aeel 
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STATEMENT showing the amount and class of debt owt- 
standing, or which has not been filed with the Auditor and 
Comptroller, under the act of March, 1848, together with the 


mtma emna i Soin a enn 


rate at interest which the same was available on a par basis. 
A aE Sa ila e AN E E E 


BONDS ISSUED UNDER THE FIVE MILLION LOAN ACTS. 


Ostensible value 
of onfired debt. 


miseen KE es 


Amount claimed by F, Dawson and 
others, for Naval vessels furnished, 
Interest an the above to ist Inv, 1850, 

Ostensibie and par valne of princi- 
paland interes, 

Balince of interest dueto 1st July, 
1850, on the bonds issued to the bank 
of the United States, which bonds 
kave been already filed and included 
in the preceding statement of claims 
tiled, 

Balance of interest to Ist Jaly, 
1850, on the bonds issued to James 
Holiur . and associates, for steamship 
Zavala. which bonds have been al- 
ready filed and included ın prece- 
ding statement of claims filed, 

Total ostensible and par value ot 
principal and interest of rbove bonds 
under the five millionloan acts not 
te ed 


$560,000 00 
6515000 00 


EA CO 


| Rate. 


Var vaine ot 
unfiled debt. 


$1,211,000 08 50cts. $605,500 60 


45,738 00 


19590 70 


$1,276,323 70 


87 9-26e. 40,000 69 


Sets. 9,795 36 


$655 295 35 


Treasury Notes, Stock Bonds, &e., which have not been filed 


19 per e.n! Consolidated fund. cre- 
ated by actof June 7, 1837, 
Hi Consolidated fund issued 
to Swariwout and others, 
10 “ ‘Treasury Notes, Ist issue, 
iss 24 +i 


t < K té 
3i * 


ts 


ce ts 
not bearing interest,» 
8 & 10 per cent. Stock issned under ~ 
act of Feb. 5, 1840, 
8 “o « Treasury bonds, 
Audited paper, 


"otal ostensible and par value of above 
Habilities outstanding, 

Amount of interest on aboye liabilities, 

issued to bear interestto July 1, 1850, 


Total ostensible and par vajue of 
principal and interest of above li- 
abilities outstanding, 


231,059 00 
7.584 62 
16,330 00 
62,861 00 
437,298 60 


51,420 00 
180 780 00 
271.697 6 


1,289,030 43 
498,361 54 


$1,787,391 97 


under provisions of an act of March, 1848. 


‘| Ostensible value: | Rate. | Par value. 


70ets. 161,741 30: 
100eis. 7 584 62 
ce 16,330 00 

50cts. 31,430 50 
Q5cts. 109,324 50 
30ets. 24.426 00 
Beis. 36,156 06 
100cts. 171,697 61 
658,690 73 

various. 242,568 08 
$901,258 81 


peers we E eo ee an 
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UNAUDITED CLAIMS. 


Probable amount! of Civil, Mikita- 
ry and Naval claims, to be yet filed 
and andited, $1,455, S44 92 PLAS EH 99 


mame eee ee, 
——a 


RECAPITULATION OF OUTSTANDING DEBT. 
OT Ostensible value, { kate | Par value. 


Bonds issued onder the five milion 


Joan acts. principal and interest, 1,276,328 70 yarious 655,295 35 
Treasory notes, Stock bends, &e., 

principal and mierest, L.TS7,391 97 s 901,258 8 
Unaudited claims, = Id cH 92 1,485,044 4! 


Total vatstanding of principal and 
interest of all classes of debt, $4,549,563 39 $3,042,399 68 


Peace agar mrt one arene ne ep ere 
amarante ane T roan 


General Recapitulation of the entire Debt, filed and unfiled. 


| Os.ensibie value. | Rate. | Par value. 


aetna ore ame 
Se Re a ae come mame 


Debt filed of all descrip‘ions as 

above shown, principal & interest, 9,772,877 45 various. 3,770,527 06 
Debi outstanding, of ali descrip- 

tions as above shown, principal and 


interest, 4,519,565 59 various. 3,042,399 00 
Total ostensible and par value of i 

debt ot ail descriptions, filed and 

unhied, $32,522,445 M 5 $6,312,926 0 


CoMPTEOLLER’s OFFICE, ? 


Austin, Nov. 2!, 1550. JAMES B. SHAW, Ceomptroiter. 


JOHN M. SWISHER, Axditor. 


A bill to provide fpr the adjustment of the Public Debt of the: 
late Republic of Texas. Read first time. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended and the bill 
just reported by the Joint Select committee taken up and read a 
second time. 

* Mr. Wigfall offered the following as a substitute for the bill 
reported by the committee. 

Mr. Sterne moved that one hundred copies of the bill and sub- 
stitufe be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. Shepard moved a division of the question to print; carried. 

The question was then taken upon printing one hundred cop- 
ies of the original bill: which was carried. 

The question next in order was the printing of one hundred 


| Ostensible vaine. ] Rate. } Par value. 


z 
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copies of the substitute, offered by Mr. Wigfall; which was also 
put and carried, 
On motion of Mr. Dickson the House adjourned until three 
o'clock p. m. 
3 OCLOLK P, M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum pre- 
sent. 

Mr. Cramp introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
the Goveinor to cail out volunteers for frontier defence ; read first 
time. 

On motion, rule was suspended, bill read second time and re- 
ferred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr Burney rotroduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
Bartlett Sims, assignee of Martha Barker, to float a certain survey: 
read first time; rule suspended, bill read second time, and referred 
to the comenitee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Jowers by leave, introduced the petition of Solomon All- 
bright, praying for relief ; referred to the committee on Private 

and Claims. 

Mr. Jowers submitted the petition of sundry citizens of Hons- 
ton aud Cherokee counties, praying a charter for canaling purpo- 
ses ; referred to committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Fields offered the following resolutian : 

Resolved, That uo private relief bill shall be taken up out of 
its regular order except by unanimous consent of the House ; read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Fietds introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relef 
of Jacob Shaw, administrator, etc., read first time; rule suspend- 
ed, read second time, and zeecttes to committee on Priva e Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Patrick introduced a bill to be entitled an act to confirm 
certain titles therein named, to Joseph Harlan; read first time ; 
rule suspended, bill read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Patrick iftrodueed a bill to be entitled an act to Incorporate 
the Arodelphia Academy; read first time; rule suspended, read 
second aime and referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Patrick introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act, approved August 23rd, 1850, entitled an act to amend the sec- 
ond section of an act, to define the time of holding the courts in 
the several Judical Districts, etc ; read first time; iule suspended, 
read second time, and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Sinith of Shelby introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 


Ki 
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incorporate the Shelby University ; read first time ; rule suspend- 
ed, read second time, aud ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate. throngh their Secreta- 
ry, Mr. Reymond, informing the House that the Senate had passed 
a bil to be entitled an act for the relief of Wilham A. Burns. 

On mation of Mr. Jowers, the vote just taken upon the adop- 
tion of the resolutiog declaring that the House would take up no 
private relief bill ont of the regular order, was reconsidered by 
a vote as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Cochran, Cramp. Franklin, Hendricks, Jowers, Lewis, Patrick, 
Polk. Russell, Shea, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, 
Taylor of Harrison and Wien—21. , 

Nays-— Messrs. Bryan, Dickson, Fields, Gilet, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland. Hunt, Johnson, 
Lloyd, MeKanney, Owen, Runnels, Selmav. Shaw, Snuth of 
Shelby, Speights. Taylor cf Cass and Wilhams—19. So the 
yote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Sterne then moved to lay the resolution on the table, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs, Bogart, Burney, Chariton, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump. Frankim, Hendricks, Hunt, Jowers, L. wis, Polk, Rus- 
sell, Shea. Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Sapp, 
Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Wren—23. 

Nays— Messrs, Speaker, Bryan, Dickson, Fie'ds, Gillet, Harde- 
man of Nacogd: ches, Hardeman of ‘Travis, Halland, Johnson, 
Liord. McKinney. Owen, Patrick, Ruunels, Selman, Shaw, Tay- 
lor of Cass and Wihams—18, So the resolution was laid on 
the tabie. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speakers table and to the orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the rehet of Luanner Ward— 
irom the Senate—was taken up and read first time. 


Mr. Chariton moved to suspend the rule in order to place the . 


bill upon its second reading, upon which the yeasyand nays were 
ealied for and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messis. Speaker, Bogart, Bryau, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Dickson, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Hendiicks, Hol- 
land, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Owen., Patrick, Polk, Russell, 
Selman, Simth of Red River, Smith of Sh:Jby, Speights, Sterne, 
Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Harrison and Wren—28. 

Nays—Messrs, Clements, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Hunt, Jawers, McKinney, Runnels, Shaw, Stapp, 


8 
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Wigfall and Williams—13 It requiring a vote of four-fifths to 
suspend the rule, the motion was lost, 

a. bi} to be entiteld an act for the relief of M. W. B. Arm- 
trong—from the Senate--read first tigne. 

A bill amendatory of an act to create the couuty of Freestone 
—from the Senate—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the rehef of Benjamin Burke— 
from the Senate—read second time ; and, on motion of Mr, Wil- 
liams, referred to the committee on Private Land Haims. 

A joint resolution, refanding to Major Wm. S. Henry, the fine 
imposed upon him by sentence of a court martial in the ninth 
military department of the United States Army—from the Sen- 
ate—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating $10,000 or as much 
thereof as may be necessary, for the pay vent of the mileage and 
per diem pay of the members of the second extra session, third 
Legislature-—read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an act 
en‘itled an act to incorporate the Galveston and Brazos Naviga- 
tion Company ~-read third time and passed by constitutional ma- 
jority—yeas 36—nays 3. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat of justice of Kauf 
mab county—from the Senate—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Lewis Monroe Mays 
{a minor)—from the Senate—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the employment of a 
State architect —from the Senate—read first time. ` 

A bill to be entitled au act requiring the Commuiggioners appoint- 
ed by an ac} entitled an‘act creating the county of Hunt, approv- 
ed April 11, 18465, to deliver up certain documents, and surveys 
therein mentioned—fram the Senate—read first time. 

Mr. Hendricks moved a suspension of the rule in order to take 
up a bill to be entitled an act organizing the Supreme Court, etc ; 
lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the time of holding the 
District Courts in the 11th judicial district—from the Senate— 
read first time. 

Mr. Wren moved to take fram the table and place among the 
orders of the day a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Sam- 
uel T. Sheffield ; carried. 

A bill tọ be entitled an act for the relief of John Beeman, John 
S. Beeman and James J. Beeman—from the Senate---read first 
time. 

Resolution of the Senate proposing to adjoutn sine die on the 
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second of December next; read, and on motion of Mr. Jowers, 
jaid on the table for the present. 2 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report. which was accepted : 

ComMMITTEE Room, November 26, 1850. 
Hon, C. Q. KEENAN. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the rehef of certain persons therein named : 
also, an act to authorize the olerk of the county court of Navarro 
county, and the county clerk of Tyler county to transcribe into 
a bound book severally, to be procured by them for that purpose. 
all the records and title papers hereinafter mentioned, requesting, 
by the said county clerks; also, an act authorizing the Governor 
to employ counsel in the Supreme Court of the State in cases 
where the present Attorney General has been employed ; also, a 
bill regulating the pay of certain volunteers who served in 1842; 
also, an act for the relief of Reuben R. Brown; also a biil to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Jordon ; also, a bill to be 
entitled an act granting one league and labor of land to Brevet 
Major William S. Henry, of the United States Army, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Shelby- 
ville in the county of Shelby— originating in the Senate —read 
iirst time. ` 

A joint resolution for the relief of Daniel Parker, jr—Senate 
Lill—read second time, and referred to a select committee consist- 
ing of Messrs. Jowers, Bogart and Russell. 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah N. Morrell; read second time, 
and orded to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity and Gal- 
veston Navigation Company ; read second time. 

Mr. Cochran offered the following amendment, “provided how- 
ever, that nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
zive to said company an exclusive privilege to navigate said river ; 
adopted. On motion the bill was orde ed to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the city of New Braunfels; read second time, and 
crdered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Jowers chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 

ue following report, which was accepted : 
Commuirvee Room, November 26, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act to 
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incorporate thè Brazo? and Bernard Railway and Plank Road 
Company, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Mary 
Ann Snnth deceased ; read second ume, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, 

On motion of Mr. Burney, Mr. Patrick was added to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. $ 

A biH to be entitled an act for the relief of John M. Taylor; 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Executive 
Board of Managers of the Masonic Female Institute to confer 
degrees, with the amendments of the committee on Education ; 
umendments adopted, ard bill as amended ordéred to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissiofier of 
the General Land office to issne patents to the heirs of Simon 
Gillam and John South; read second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill to entitled an act to incorporate the Waco Male and Fe- 
male Academy in the connty of McLennan; read second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of John C. Walling ; read se- 
cond time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, the House adjourned 
until ten o’clock to-morrow moning. 


& 


Acstin, November 27, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll ealled—guornm 
present, 

Absentees— Messrs. Bee, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, Reynolds 
and Winfield. i 

Journals of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Owen submitted the petition of the heirs of J. F. Ailes. 
praying the payment of stipulated interest on a bill of exchange; 
referred to the committee on Finance. - 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee ou Education made the 
following report : 

Commirree Room, November 27, 1850. 
-Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The majority of the Education committee, to whom was refer- 
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red a resa'ntion providing for the disposition of the schoo! fund, 
ve instrneted me to report a ii i 1D conformity with said resojn- 
fon. which I have dove, and submi? the same with the report and 
yecommend its passage. 
The reasons whicc Influenced the committee to make this re- 
eonmendation. are these: tha: the schoo: fund is now and has 
baer, from the orramziron 0% the State Government. lying use. 
iess in the Treasury of the Sai. that it is not of a sufficient 
amoannt for distribution to effect the object for which it was ere- 
alsi feat it onghf te be inersted tn same safe way by which it 
By add to itseif. unti KIR y uitimately reach an amount w hiely 
Wie: warrant its disiru 10D ae the counties tor the establish- 
ment of free pubue seioo)s: thai ihe investment of the fand in 
tue hangs of the Siete. ur the hoards of the United States, drawing 
iive per cent. interest aS both sate and piotitabie, And that the 
later honds caunot be more yustiy aod of, than by setting 
arde 2 portion of tuem m the matiner proposed for the State 
yew ip want ol means. waich want. has been caused | by two 
exipn sessions of the Lemsiatnre, called ior the adjustment of our 
Nothern boundary. trough which adjustment, these bonds have 
orp’ he prozaced. Agen. the schoal fund has accumu‘ated to 
over 535.000 in the Treasury of the State in gold and silver, and 
ke keeping so Much al tuese precious metals locked up and 
WiluTawn Lom Giciiaton. ac is a direct injury fvflicted upon 
th =o whom we rpeosei. Alis then the policy of the State, as 
we. as fo the interes: of tne ee that the fund shonid be dis- 
pase? of as indicated by the committee: hence the majority of the 
ouicaittee reeonimend te tai. to the most favorable consideration 
o. Ce Howse. 
Report and luil jald on the tabie. to come up among the orders 
B, the Cay. 
Nr Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the plowing report: 
Counitrre Room, November 26, 1850. 
Foon. C G. KEENAN. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Education, to whom was referred a petition 
g the einzens of Aturrsoa county. praying for leave to rent or 
jesse their connty se 90; nds, have had the same under consid- 
eration and have instr ucted me toi:eport a general bill embraciug 
tue purposes prayed fur: aisn, a petition from Marshall Lodge, 
Ne 22. praying for a donation of land for schoo! purposes, the 
comomnites insirnet m2 io report that it is iuexpedient al the pres- 
sat ume to grant the prayer of said petitioners, but that at a fu- 
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ture day it may be prudent to entertain the subject; ali of which 
is respecifuliy submitted. 

Report and bill laid on the tab:e, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass in the Chair. 

Mr. McKinney moved to suspend the rnle in order to take up 
the bill reported by the committee on Edacation tu relation to the 
disposition of the school fnud, upan which the yeas and nays 
were cilled for, and stead as follows: $ 

Yeas —Messrs. Bogart. Bryan, Barney, Clements, Cochran, 
Cramp, Frauklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Hunt, 
Lewis, McKinney, Owen, Runnels. Russell, Shaw, Shea, Snnth 
of Red River. Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Taylor of Harmson, Wil- 
liams and Wren— 24. 

Nays — Messrs. Charl‘on, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Navog- 
doches, Hendricks, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Patrick, Polk, 
Scott, Selman, Speights, Sterne, Tarrant and Taylor of Cass— 17. 

It requiring a yote of two thirds to suspend the rule—the mo- 
tion was lost. - , 

T'he Speaker resumed his seat. 

Mr. Burney, chairman cf the eomiaittee on Private Land 
Ciaims, to whom was referred the petinon of Aquilla Brinkley, 
reported a bill for his relief, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Barney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Clainis.to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the 
rehef of Benjamin Burke; reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended 11S passage. 

Report aud bill lard on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims. to whom was referred the petition of Solomon Aljbright, 
reported a bil! for his relief, and recommended its passage. 

Report and Dill laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. > 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bhil} to be entitled an act for the 
relef of John M. Taylor, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table ro come up among the orders 
of the day. : 

Mr. Buruey, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to au- 
thorize Bartlett Sims assignee of Martha Barker to float a certain 
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claim; reported the same back to the House and recommended 
HS passage. 

Report and bill laid on the fable to come up among the orders 
er the day. 

Mr. Patrick, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to Whom was relerred the petition of John Gillespie ; re- 
ported the same back to the Hon-e, aud asked to be diseharged 
irom is farther cousideration. . 

Report iaid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
aay. 

Nir. Scott. chairman of the Speciali committee, to wham was 
referred a Dil. to be entitled an act making an appropriaion of 
one hundred and fisty doliars for the payment of Jobn E. Cra- 
vens: reported a substitute for the same and recommended its 
PASS 2e. 

R port, bill and substitute laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day, 

Mr. Jowers. chairman of the Select committee. to whom was 
referred a joint resointion for the reef of Daniel Parker, Jr, re- 
ported a subsutate for the resoiution and recommended its pas- 
gaze. 

Report and bill imd on the table to come up among the orders 
ol the dap, ' 

Mr, Fic.ds introduced a bill to be entitled an aet for the relief 
ci Wi lam R. Saith: read first time. 

Mr, Shea introduced a bili te be entitled an act for the relief of 
Wisiam B. Jaynes. i 

Mr. Sterne introduced a biii to be entitled an act for the relief 
ef John H. Hyde: read first time. 

Mr. Gilet introdueed a joint resolution appropriating a portion 
et the ten muilions to be received fram the United States te com- 
ion schoo: purposes: read first time. 

Mr. Cramp introduced a bul to be entitled an act for the relief 
"1 Gihespie county; read first time. 
motion of Mr. S2att, the House proceeded to take up the 
Lusines: on the Spoaker's tabje and to the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend the second and seventh 
sactions of an act tv organize the Supreme Court of the State of 
Texas: with the amendmentof the Senate. 


Alr. Bogart moved that the House eoncur in the amendment 
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of the Senate to the original bill; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Gillet, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Hunt, Johnson, Lott, Russell, Tay- 
lor of Cass, Wigfall, Williams and Wren.—14, ° 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Crump, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Jow- 
ers, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, Owen, Patnek, Polk, Runnels, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shel- 
by, Speights. Stapp, Sterne and Farrant—28. So the House 
refused to concur in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr, Stapp then moved to appoint a committee of conference, 
and request the appointment of a like committee on the part of 
the Senate; upon which the yeas and nays were called for and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Clements, Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Lewis, 
Lioyd, McKinney, Owen, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Harrison, Wigfail, Williams, and Wren—26. 

Nays: Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Crump, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hendricks, Jowers, Lott, Pat- 
rick, Russell, Selman, Smith of Red River and Sterne—1¥. So 
the motion was carried. 

The Speaker appointed on the part of the House, Messrs. 
Stapp, Clements, Franklin, Dickson, Johnson and Holland, to 
compose said committee. 

Mr. Lewis asked leave of the House to introduce a resolution, 
it being under the rules of the House, eut of the regular order 
of business; and requiring a suspension of the rule, the yeas and 
nays were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Crump, 
Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis; Holland, Hunt, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, 
Russell, Selman, Shea, Smith of Red Rivet, Smith of Shelby, 
Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor of Cass; Taylor of Harrison, 
Wiefall and Wren—31. : 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Franklin, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, 
Tarrant and Williams—12. So tke rule was suspended, and 
leave granted to Mr. Lewis to introduce his resolution, 

Mr. Lewis then introduced the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Governor be anthorized to employ such 
person as he may deem proper to translate the proper number of 
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the Governor's message, designated by the Legislature, into the 
German language. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock p. m. * 

` Turee O’Criock, P. M. 
w 

Horse met pursuant to adjournment—roll talled—quoram 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, Mr. Owen was added to the commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The Senate's bill, to be entitled anact for the relief of Luan- 
ner Ward, read secord time : and on motion, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

_ The Senate's bill to be entitled an act for the relief of M. W., 

Armstrong: read secoud time, and referred to committee on 
Prigate Land Claims. 

‘The Senate's bill. to be entitled an act, amendatory of an act 
io create the county of Freestone; read second time, and passed 
io a third reading, 

Mr. Burney. chairman on the part of the Honse of the com- 
mittee on Enrolled bills made the following report, which ‘was 
accepted, 

CoxĒiTTEE Room, November 27, 1850. 
ion. C. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: + 

The joint committee on Earolied Bills have examined an act 
to iega.ize a copy of tLe records in the office of the County Sur- 
veyor of the couuty of Washington, also a bill to authorize and 
ie} ure the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a 
patent to William Shipp of Sabine county for one league of land. 
and find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives aud President of the 

Senate, was this day trausmitted to His Excellency the Governor 
of the State for his approval. 

A Joint resolution from the Senate refunding to Major William 
S. Henry the fiue imposed upon him by the Military of the 9th 
Department, etc.: read seeond time. 

Mr. Lewis proposed the foliowing amendment - 

Sec. 2. Beit further resolved, That the Secretary of State 
be required to furnish a copy of this joint resotution, on parch- 
ment. under the Great seal of the State to said Major W illiam S. 
ilenry, Amendment adopted. : 
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On motion, the joint reslufion as amended was passed to a third 
reading. 

The Senate’s bill, to. be entitled an act to locate the seat of jus- 
tice of Kaufman county —read second time—and passed to a third 
reading. i 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Lewis Mon- 
roe Mays (a munor)—read second time—and passed to a third 
reading. 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act to anthorize the employment 
of a State architect; read second time; the question being upon 
the passage of the bill to a third reading was put and Jost. 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act requiring the Commissioners 
appointed by an act entitled an act creating the county of Hunt, 
approved April 11, 1816, to deliver up certain documents and 

‘moneys there.n named; read second time; and passed to a third 
leading. 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act to preseribe the time of hald- 
ing the District Courts in the eleventh judicial district; read se- 
cond time ; and on motion of Mr. Burney referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of John Beeman. 
John S. Beemaa and James J. Beeman; read second time; and 
passed to a third reading. 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Shelbyville in the county of Shelby; read second time; aud 
passed toa third reading. 

Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of William A. 
Burnes; read first time. 

Senate's bill, to be entitled an aet for the relief of William P. 
Wyche, and the legal representatives of Peter A. Duell; read 
first time, à 

Senate's bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of William C. 
Anderson ; read first time. 

An act regulating slaves, with the substitute propgsed by the 
Judiciary committee ; was taken up. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bryan, the substitute proposed by the Ju- 
diciary committee was adopted. 

Mr. Russell proposed the following ameudment: first section, 
eighteenth line, strike out “or any individual ”; upon which the 
yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, Me- 
Kinney, Owen, Patrick, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shea, Smith of 
Red River, Smith of Shelby and Taylor of Cass—15, 
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Nays —Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Char'ton, Clements, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Hendricks, Hunt, Jowers, Lott, Po k, Run- 
nels, Shaw, Speights, Stapp. Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of 
Harrison, Williams and Wren—-26. So the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. Fields proposed the following amendment: strike out the 
words “or with such written permit, at places other than des- 
cribed in said permit.” Rejected. 

On motion, the bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, thrangh their Secreta- 
ry, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Peter Galagher, and 
the legal representatives of Archibald Fitzgerald and Thompson 

tobinsor ; also a bill for the rehef of John McLennan, jr. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Brazos and Ber- 
nard Railway and Plank Road Company; read third time, and 
passed by a constitull nal majority—yeas 36—nays none. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Enzrossed Bills, 
made the following report which was accepted : 

COMMITTEE Room, November 27, 1850. 
To Hon, C. G. KEENAN. 
Speaker of the House of Represntatires : 

The committee on Emgrossed Bills, have exmined a joint reso- 
lution for the relief of John C. Wailing; also, a bill to bè entitled 
an act to incorporate the Waco Male and Female Academy in 
the county of McLennan ; also, an act for the relief of Zachari- 
ah N. Morrell; also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the 
Shelby University ; also, an act for the relief of James Chesher, 
sen.; also, a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the commission- 
er of the General Land-office to issue patents to the heirs of Si- 
mon Gillom and the heirs of John Smith; also, an act to amend an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the city of New Braunfels ; also, . 
an act to authorize the executive Board of Managers of the Ma- 
sonic Fem&le Institute at Marshall, Harrison connty, to confer de- 
grees and for other purposes; also,anact to incorporate the Trinity 
and Galveston Navigation Company, and, find the same correctly 
engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate adhered 
to their amendment to the hill to be entitled an act to amend the 
second and seventh sections of an act to organize the Supreme 
Coust of the State of Texas, and that the Senate had appointed 
a committee consisting of Messrs. Gage, Portis, Wallace and Kin- 
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ney to confer with the conimittee of the House upon the consid- 
eration of the same. 

Mr. Runnels moved to reconsider the vote taken to day, refus- 
ing to concur in the amendinent of the Senate to the bill to be 
entitled an act to amend the second and seventh sections of an act 
organizing the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, ete. 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the motion of Mr. Rumnels on the ta- 
ble until Monday next. 

Oa motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned until ten 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Austin, November 28, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—ro]l called—quorum 
present. i 

Absentees—Messrs. Bee, Hardeman of Travis, Reynolds, 
Shepard, Stewart and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. - 

Mr. Sterne submitted the petition of James Crossland, praying 
for relief; referred to the committee ou Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Patrick submitted the petition of Rosa L. Williams, pray- 
ing for relicf; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred an act to amend the Ist Section of an act 
approved August 23, 1850, entitled an act to amend the second 
section of an act to define the time of holding the Courts, in the 
several Judicial Districts, approved February 29, 1850; reported 
a substitute for the same and recommended its passage. 

Report, bill and substitute laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of the citizens of Fannin 
county, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
its indefinite postponement, 

r Report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act concerning the book or register 
of Land Certificates issued by the Board of Land Commission- 

uô 


wie 


a 
{ 

| 

’ 

: 


oes, cod 
rs oar a 
PE ae o 
Hg vati ger t — 


pika 
in 
et. 


~ was 


+ 


E a 


82 


ers for the county of Harris, which was at one time mislaid, but 
subsequently found and identified as genuine and unaltered, ort- 
iginating in the House of Representatives ; also, a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of John Edmonds, a biH tobe entitled 
an act for the relief of John B. Linn: anda bill fo be entiuled an 
aci to establish Pubiic Schoolsin the county of Comal, origina- 
ling in the Sena e, 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of th» committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bil! to be entitled an act to incorporate the Arode}- 
phia Academy, reported the bill back to the House and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr. Barney.chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act lor the relief of 
Laanna Ward, reported the same back to the House and recom- 
mended its passage. 

„Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Patrick, one of the committee on Private Land Claims, to 
whom was relerred a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the 
Commissioner of the Genera: Land Office to issne a Headright 
to the Heirs of Mary Ann Smith, deceased, for one league and 
labor of iand, reported the same back to the House without 
amendmentand recommended its passage. 

Report and bxi laid on the tabis to come up among the orders 
of the day. ` 

Mre Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act fer the 
rehef of M. W. B. Armstrong. reported the same back te the 
Honse and recommended its passage. 

Repgrt and biii iaid on the table to come up among the orders 
Gi tue day. 

Mr. Patrick, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom was referred the petition of Zachariah N. Mor- 
re l; reported the same back to the House and asked to be dis- 
charged from its farther consideration. 

Report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred the biii to be entitied an act for the relief of Robert’ 
Shaw, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
its passage. 

Report and bili laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Stapp, chairman of the Joint Select committee, to whom 
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was referred the bill to be entitled an act to amend the second 
and seventh sections of an act to organize the Supreme Court of 
the State of Texas, made the following report: 
. CommirresE Room, November 28th, 1850. 
ton. C. G. Keenan, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : , 

The joint committee of Conference of the Senate and House of 
Representatives upon the disagreement of the two Houses upon 
the Senate’s substitnte to the House’s bill, entitled an act to 
amend the second and seventh sections of an act entitled an act 
to organise the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved 
the 12th May, 1846, have, had the same under consideration, and 
a majority of the eommnttee have agreed to amend the Senate’s 
substitute by adding the counties of Victoria, Calhoun, Jackson, 
Dewitt and Goliad, after the word “ Medina,” in the fourteenth 
tine of said section, and tostrike the same from the twenty-eighth 
and twenty-ninth lines of said second section, and ‘recommend 
the adoption of the Senate’s substitute to the two Houses, 

d DAVIÐ Y. PORTIS, 
Chairman on part of the Senate’ 
D.. M. STAPP, 
Chairman on part of the House. 

A motion was made tosuspend the rule ia order to take up the 
report of -the Joint Select committee just read; upon which the 
yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump, Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Me- 
Kinney, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Sterne, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Harrison, Wigfall, Williams and Wren—32. 

Nays: Messrs. Bryan, Fields, Hunt, Owen, Reynolds, Russell, 
Scott, Shea, Stapp, Stewart and Tarrant—l1i. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. Bogart moved the adoption of the report of the Joint Se- 
lect committee; upon which the yeas and nays were called, 


`- and stood as follows: 


Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Gillet, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Speights, Sterne, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, 
Williams and Wren —19. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Charlton, Crump, Dickson, 
Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, McKinney, 
Owen, Patrick, Reynolds, Runnels, Russel], Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
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Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, 
Tarrant and Taylor of Cass—2a. 

So the House rejected the report of the committee, 

Mr. Taylor of Cass gave notice to the House, that at the prop- 
er time, he would move a reconsideration of the yote just taken 
rejecting the report of the Joint Select committee. 

Mr. Stewart intraduced a bill to be entitled an act authorizing 
the Comptroller to settle with the administrator of Joseph D. 
Clements, deceased; read fitst time. 

Mr. Scott introduced a bil] to be entitled an act, declaratory of 
the intention of the State of Texas relative to her Public Debt; 
read first time- as 

Mr. Crump introduced a bil for the relief of certain persons 
therein named ; read first time. 

Mr. Cramp moved to suspend the rule in order to place the bill 
upon its second reading; upon which motion the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Crump, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, Lott, Run- 
nels, Russell, Shea. Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of 
Cass, Wigfall and Wren—13. 

Nays — Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, 
Fields, Franklin, Hunt, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Patrick, 
Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Speights, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison and Williams—22.. 

So the House refused to snspend the rule. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker's table and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act better to regulate the election of 
Judges of the Supreme Court, originating in the Senate, with 
the substitute of the select committee of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Scatt, a call of the House was ordered, and 
the Sergeant-at Arms dispatched for absent members. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, Mr. Burney was excused from at- 
tendance on the House. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Mr. Shepard 
was excused from attendance on the House to-day. 

On motion, a further call of the House was suspened. 

The question being upon the adoption of the substitute propos- 
ed by the select committee, the yeas and nays were called, and - 
stood as follows: 

The Speaker called Mr. Fields to the chair. 
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Yeas—-Messrs. Bogart, Chariton, Coehran, Dickson, Fields, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Owen, 
Patrick, Runnels, Russell, Seotr, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of ‘Cass, Taylor 
of Harrison. Wigfall, Williams and Wren—32. 

Nays—Messrs. ryan, Cramp, Huut, Lewis, McKinney, Polk, 
Reynolds, Shea and Speights—9. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Franklin proposed the following amendment : 

At the end of the first section, add the words “ Provided, That 
should there be a tie between two or more persons for the office 
of Chief Justice, or between three or more persons for Associate 
Justices, the Governor shall immediately order a new election 
giving thirty days notice to fill the places Jeft vacant by such tie.” 

_Amendment adopted, bill arid passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following roport: . 

x Committee Room, November 28, 1850. 
To Hon. ©. Q. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act to 
amend the sixth section of an act entitled an act concerning 
slaves, approved the 5th February, 1846, and find the same cor- 
rectly engrossed. Report accepted. - 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act for the refief of L. D. Hendet- 
son, the heirs of Wiliam Donoho, deceased, and Charles Ames ; 
also, a bill to be entitled an act to amend an aet entitled an act to 
incorporate the Galveston Fetry, Freight, and Tow-boat Compa- 
ny, originating in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Russell informed the House that he had, pursuant to the 
resolution of the House, procured the translation of the Gover- 


ot’s message into the German language, which translation he 


presented to the House. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the House adjourned until three 

clock, p. m. l 
- 3 0’COCK, P. M. 

Liouse met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill to be enutled an act amendatory of an act to create the 
county of Freestone—from the Senate—read third time and 
passed. ' ` 
Mr, Runnels moved to suspend the rule in order to take np the 
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bill to be entitled an att to amend the sixth section Df an act con- 
cerning slaves, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and- 
stood as follows: 

‘Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart. Bryan, Bamey, Cha:lton, Clem- 
ents, Cochran, Cramp. Dickson, Franklin. Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches., Hardemag of Travis, Hendricks, Burt, Johnson. Jowers, 
Lloyd. Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Russell, 
Selman, Shaw, Shea. Smith of Red River, Speights, Stapp, Stew- 
art, Taylor of Cass. Taylor of Harrison, Williams and W ren-35. 

Nays—Messrs. Reynolds and Tarrant—-2. 

So the rule wassnspended; biil taken np, read third time and 


Senate's bill to be entitled act for the relief of Peter Gailaghar 
and the legal representatives of Archibald Fitzgeraid and Thomp- 
son Robinson ; read first time. 

Senate’s bill for the relief of John McLennan, jr.; read first 
time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to anthorize the Executive Board 
ot Managers of the Masonic Institute at Marshall, Hawison coun- 
ty, to conier degrees, etc. ; read third time and passed, 

A hill te be entitied an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the city of New Braunfels; read third time and cased. 

A bill to be entutied an acit for therelief of Zachariah N. Mor- 
zell: read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitied an act ior the reliefot James Chesher, sen.; 
‘read third time and passed. 

A bil! to be entitled an act to incorporate the Shelbyville Uni- 
versity. in the county of Shelby read third time and passed by 
a constitutional majority—yeas 36—nays 3. 

Mr. Burney, chairman ofthe joint committeeon Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted. 

Commirtres Room, November 25, 1650. 
‘Hon. C. G. Keewan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

‘The joint committee on Enrolied Bills, have examiped an act 
for the relief of Lorenzo D. Henderson and the keirs of Wm 

. Donoho, deceased, and Charles Ames, ane find the same correct- 
ly enrolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Repreaentati wes and Prestdent of the Senate. was this day trans- 
mitted to his Excellency, the Governor of the State, for his ap- 

royal. 
P Mr. Stapp moved a suspension of the rule, in order to take up 
a Fill to be entitled an act to provide for the fina! adiustment of 
the Public Debt of the late Republie of Texas, upon “which the 
yeas and nays were called for and stood as follows : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Crump, Dickson, 
Fields, Frauklus, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Hunt, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick. Polk, 
Rangels, Russel, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, 
Stapp, Stewart, Taylor of Cass, Wigfall, Williams and Wren—29, 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cochran,’ Gillet, Reynolds, 
Smith af Shelby, Speights and ‘Varrant—8. . 

So the rale was suspended and bill taken up. 

The question being npon the adoption of the amendment of 
Mr Wietall, Mr. Wiefall asked leave of the House to withdraw 
his amendment 5 granted. , 

Mr. Franklin moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill and make it the special order of the day for Saturday, 11 
o'clock, a. m.; lest. 

Mr. Stapp moved to postpone until to morrow 11 o'clock, a. 
m, ; carried. ; 

Mr. Crnmp moved the House adjourn until 10 o’elock, a. m. 
to-morrow; lost. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved a reconsideration of the vote just 
taken, making the bill the special order for 11 o’clock to-morrow, 
upon which the yeas-and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Jowers, Selman, Smith of Red River, Speights, Taylor 
of Cass and Wren—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump, Fields, Franklin, 
Gile, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, 
Hunt, Johnson, Lewis, Lioyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, 
Polk, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Wilhams— 
29. 

‘So the House refused to reconsider. 

Mr. Wigfall, by leave, introduced the following joint resolu- 
tions; read first time. 

Whereas, The State of Texas, although among the youngest 
members of this confederacy, is nat the lessattached to that 
Union which it was the conseerated office of the constitution 
of the United States to establish and form. 

Emerging herself so recently out of an impending conflict with 
the General Government, which must have been a.tended with 
consequences the most disasuous to the whole country; feeling 
most sensibly the incalculable blessings that Union has confer- 


red on a free and enlightened people, until the fell spirit of fanat- 


icism and sectional legislation established their empire in-the Halls 
of Congress ; paintully anxious at the profound and exaspera- 
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ted spirit of discontent oceasioned hy the aggressive hostility af 
several of the nou-slaveliolding Smies, and some of the citizens 
thereof on the slave Institatious of the South. more especially so 
intensely and portentiously manifested in the States of South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama and Misssissippi. in the second of 
which a sovereigif convention of her pecple is jnst abont to meet. 
and the Legislatures of the other States are now iu asssembly net 
only to calculate the value ofthe Union bnt to discuss the expedien- 
cy of dissolving it; a calamity which has been browght on the 
country not alone by the morbid state of pabiic sentment—not 
alone by the nujust and aggressive legislation of Congress, but by 
the insulting discussion of the abolition of slavery in the Tern- 
tories of the United States, on the reception of incendiary peti- 
tions on this subject, as offensive in their character as they have 
been wickedly dangerons in their tendency. 

The people of Texas, represented by their Legislatine in Gen- 
eral Assembly, deeply seusibie of the peril of the present crisis, 
approach with feelings of fraternal confidence and affection these 
fonr States, whose gallant sons, had the collision taken place be- 
tween herself and the general government, Were prepared to dye 
her verdant prairies with their precions blood. and entreats them 
to panse and wait the efficacy of some remedy less dangeratts to 
the peace of the country and to the stability of the Union, than 
the secession of one or more of the Siates from the confederacy. 

The Legislature of Texas cannot believe that all the remedies 
to avert so dire a calamity have been exhansted. Whilst we say 
in the language of a deceased and lamented statesman, “argres- 
sion must cease” Yet we concur with him in the opinien be so 
ably expressed— that there is a great and abiding power in the in- 
strument itself for its ultimate conservation—the power of amend- 
ment. 

We therefore implore the States to whom we have made this 
appeal. to consulta patience which is yet consistent with the 
nicest sense of courage and honor, and wait the issue of the 
struggle now waging in the non-slaveholding States between the 
zealous friends and vindictive enemies of the constitutional 
rights of the South. 

du the meantime det this Legislature, speaking for the people 
of Texas, solemnly instruct our delegation in Congress te pro- 
pose for the adoption of the States, the amendments appended in 
the resolution hereunto annexed. 

It bas beeome nadeniably manifest, without some sort of Leg- 
islativé vejn, itherent in both branches of Congress, in reference 
to certain subjects of suoli vital consequence, that the preserva- 
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tion of the Union depends on its restricted action. Such a Leg- 
islative vefo is indispensible to the protection of the interests of 
‘the minority on all questions affecting the reserved rights of the 
States, and theisdomestic institutions ; withont such protection, it 
reduecs the States in a minority, to a condition essentially colo- 
nial, 

In the original draft of the constitution, as it cante from the 
committee, there was a provision to this effect, which, for the 
pence and liberty of the country, itis deeply to be regretted, was 
stricken out, which required a concurrenee of two-thirds of both 
branches of Congress to pass a law on certain subjects. 

Ought an effort to engraft such an amendment on the consti- 
tution now to be deemed fropeless? More espezially as its ad- 
option would give perpetuity to the Union, and au abiding har- 
mony among the States. As patriots it behooves us to-make zeal- 
ous endeavors to accomplish results so inestimable and priceless 
in themselves. ` 

_ We therefore invoke all the States, however separated by 
distance and diverse interests, iti that feeling of brotherly affec- 
tion, ontof which the constitution aud the Union owe their ori- 
gin, to eonsider calmly the amendments to the constitution which 
we are about to propose. i 

If some of them are rejected, we shall regard the fate of the 
Union as essentially in jeopardy, and that a majority in the con- 
federacy has resolved to fix on the country “a government with- 
out limitation of powers,” consummated by the tyranny of an 
arbitrary majority. 


This calamity has to a great extent befallen the country. If 


it should be remedi'ess from the injustice of a majority in the 
other States, ‘Texas will find no difficulty in taking a position in 
entire conformity with the wisdom, gallantry, patriotism and love 
of freedom which belong to her people. 

Be it resolved by the House of dtepresentatives of the Leg- 
islature of Texas, That our Senators be instructed, and our 
Representatives be requested te present with this preamble and 
resolution, the following proposed amendments to the constitu- 
tien of the United States, which, when adopted by three-fourths 
of the States, shall be taken and deemed as a part of the same: 

Amendments. = 

1. All bills introduced into Congress, in any degree whatsoever 
affecting the reserved rights of the States, the imposition of taxes, 
direet or indirect, the appropriation of the public money to clear- 
ing ont rivers, harbors or bays, or for the Construction of national 
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roads; or for the donation of the public land, shall only become a 
law by a vote of two thirds of each branch of Congress. * 

2. The power to regulate cominerce shall not be coustrued to 
confer any power over the Slave Trade betweenthe States. 

3. The power to exercise exclusive legislation in the District 
of Columbia, shall not be so construed as to give Congress the 
power to abolish itm the same. 

4. The right of the peapte peaceably to assemble to petition 
the Government for a reiress of grievances, shall not be so con- 
strued as to permit Congress to receive, refer, discuss or report on 
any petition having for us object the abolition of slavery in the - 
States or Territories of the Unton. 

5. No amendment shall ever be made to the constitntion on 
the subject of slavery, except by the unanimous consent of all 
the States. 

6. The Government of the United States shall have the pow- 
er to acquire Territory by conquest ar purchase, bat Terrtlory 
so acquired, shall belong to alt the States and not to the Govern- 
ment in lis corporate or aggregate capacity. 

7. No State formed ont of ‘Perritory acquired by the United 
States, except it pass through the condition of a Territorial Gov- 
ernment for atleast three years previous to its apphcation for ad- 
mission, has a census of its population taken by the authority of 
the Congress, one year previous to application, shall be admitted. 

Mr. Fields, Ly leave, introduced the following resolution : 5 

Resolved, That the unfinished business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble, for each preceeding day, shall first be disposed off after the 

orders of the day are taken up, before it shall be in o:der to eon- 
sider any new business, 

‘Laid on the table one day for consideratirc n. 

On motion of Mr. Crump, the House adjoumed until 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


a Austin, November 29, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Absentees—Messrs. Bee, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, 
Lewis, Shepard, Smith of Red River, Wigfall, and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
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Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on the,Public Debt; to 
whom was referred the bill to be entitled an act, allowing to the 
widow of William G. Cooke the balance of pay due him for 
services, reported the same back to the House without 
amendments and recommended its passage, 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day, - 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John Gillespie, re- 
ported a bill for fs relief, and recommended its passage, 

Report and bill Inid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. * 

Mr. Patrick introduced a bill to be entitled an act to require 
the County Court of Brazos Connty to admit to record the non- 
cupative will of John H. Jones, deceased ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Berney, the House proceeded to take tp the 
business on the Speaker's table and to the orders of the day. 7 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
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Qa motion of Mr. Dickson, the Speaker appointed a commit- 
tee, consisting of Messrs. Dickson, Owen and Palk; to act in con- 
junction with a committee of the Senate on the resalntiontuthor- 
zing our delegation in Congress to receive from the United 
States the honds for the salewf northern and western territory and 
deposite them in the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. Polk introduced the following resolation : 

Whereas, the records, papers, &c., ia the Glerk’s Office of the 

Honse of Representatives are in a seattered, confused condition, 
liable to be injured and destroyed ; therefore, 
-~ Resolved, ‘That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be allowed, at his usual per diem pay, a time not to exceed 
one month, for the purpose of assorting, arranging aud labelling 
all the books, records, papers, &c.,-in his office; and that when 
the services herein contemplated aie performed to the satisfaction 
of the ‘Preasnrer of the State, he shall pay the said Glerk accor- 
ding to the terms of this resolution, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. ~ 

Mr. Cochran proposed the following amendment; strike out 
after the word “Clerk ”1n second line ftom bottom, and insert 
“ountof the contingent fund of the House.” Carried. 

Resolution read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William P. Wyche, 
and the legal Representatives of Peter A. Duell, from the Senate; 
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read second tige and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William C. 
Anderson ; read second time aud referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the safe and profita- 
ble investment of the school fund ; read second time. 

Mr. Owen proposed the following amendment: 

& Be it further enacted, That the amount of the bonds of the 
United States used and appropriated under the provisions of this 
act, together with the interest to accrue thereon, shall be reim- 
bursed from the receipts into the Treasury of the State arising 
from direct taxation.” 

Mr. Fields in the chair. 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informmg the House that the Senate had 
passed a bili to be entitled an act making an appropriation of ten 
tnousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, for the 
payment of the mileage and per diem pay of the members of the 
second extra session of the third Legislature; also, a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of Renben R. Brown; a bill to be 
entitied an act to anthorize the settlers in Peter’s Colony to in- 
tervene in snit or suits in reference to any matter connected with 
said Colony contracts where they have an interest; a bill to be 
entitled an act tọ amend the first seasion of an act to incorporate 
the Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company originating in the 
House; and the following billsoriginaling in the Seuate: a bill to be 
entitled an act to authorize the Connty Conrt of Houston County 
to levy a special tax for county purposes; a bill to. be entided an 
act to incorporate the town of Dallas ‘in Dallas county ; a bill to 
be entitled aù act to repea! an act to reserve one of the Public 
buildings in Austin for the Supreme Court; a bill to be entitled 
an act forthe relief of certain persons therein named; a bill to be 
entitled an act to repeal the third section of the act to amend the 
second and seventh sections of an act entitled an act to organize 
the Supreme Court of the State of Fexas, approved Nov. 1850. 


Mr. Runnels proposed the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Owen’s amendment, now under consideration: 

“And provided, that said amount of thirty-six thousand dolars 
when so disbursed shal! stand a charge against the State in favor 
of the creditors of the late Republic of Texas.” 

My. Franklin proposed a substitute for the original bill. 

Mr. Owen withdrew his amendment. | 
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The question was then taken upon the adoption of the amend- 
ment of Mr, Rimnnels and rejected. 

Mr. Scott proposed the following amendment : insert at the end 
of fourth section “provided that nothing in this act shall be so 
construed as to permit the use of said School Fund until the 
Comptrotler shall have been officially informed of the issuance 
of the bonds of the United States Government, and that they have 
been placed to the credit of the State, in the piace designated by 
law.” Rejected. 

Mr. Dicksou moved the previous qnestion, upon which the yeas 
and hays were called and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Crump, 
Dickson, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holland, 
Hant, Lloyd, Patrick, Polk. Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, 
Smith of Red River, Speights, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Wil- 
liams and Wren—24, 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Johnson, 
Jowers, McKinney, Owen, Russel, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Harrison and Wigfall—17. 

So the motion was carried, and the previousquestion ordered. 

The main question being upon the engrossment of the bill; was, 
then put, upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Cochran, Cramp, 
Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Hant, 
Lott, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red 
oe Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant and Williams 
$ 2, . 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clements, Dickson, Frank: 
lin, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Run- 
nels, Scott, Selman, Speights, Stapp, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Harrison, Wigfall and Wren—21. 

So the bill was erdered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. m. ` i 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met—roll called— quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the vote engrossing the bill for 
thessafe and profitable investment of the School Fund, was re- 
considered. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out the fourth section. Carried. > 

The question then being upon the engrossment of the bill, the 
yens and nays were called and’stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, 
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Crump, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, 
Sih of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant and Williams 
—19, 

Nays— Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Dickson, Franklin, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Speights, ‘Taylor of Cass and 
‘Taylor of Harrison—17. 

- So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, Messrs. Hardeman of Travis, Smith of Red River 
and Lewis were excused from attendance on the House. 

: A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the final adjustment 

fof the Public Debt of the late Republic of Texas, being the 
special order, was taken up. 

\. Mr Stapp moved to strike out im first seetion. fourth line after 
the word * published” all to the word “to” in the sixth line. 

A call of the House was ordered,and the Sergeant-at-Arms des- 
patched for absent members. 

On motion, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Dickson moved to strike out the first section. 

Mr. Jowers moved to pnstpone the further cansiideration of the 
bill until Monday next, upon whieh the yeas and nays were call- 
ed and stood as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, Crump, 
Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, Lott, McKinney, Reynolds, Shaw, Shea, 
Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison and Williams—16, 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Hengricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Lloyd, Owen, 
Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Russel}, Selman, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart 
and Taylor of Cass—2t. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Dickson moved to postpone ihe further consideration of 
the bill until the first March next. 

On motion, a call of the House was had, and the Serjeant-at- 
Arms dispatched for absent members. 

On motion, a further call was suspended. 

Mr. McKinney moved the House adjourn until nine o’clock 
to-morrow Morning, npon which the yeas and nays were called 
and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Clements, Crump, Franklin, Gillet, Holland, 
Lott, McKinney, Shea, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and 
Williams— 12. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, 
Hant, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Reynolds, 
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Runnels, Russel], Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor 
of Cass and Wren—29. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the commitce on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted : 

CommirreE Room, November 29, £850. 
To Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill for 
the safe and profitable investment of the School Fund, and find 
the same correctly engrossed. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, Mr. Burney chairman on 
the part of the House, made following report, which was accepted: 

CommitTes Room, November 29, 1850. 
Hon. ©. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives > 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill 
amendatory of an act te create the county of Freestone; also, an 
act appropriating ten thaysand dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, for the payment of the mileage and per diem pay 
of the members of the second extra session of the third Legisla- 
ture; also, an act for the relief of Renben R. Brown, and find the 
same correctly enrolled,and having been signed by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives and President of the Senate, were 
this day transmitted to his Excellency the Governor of the State, 
for his approval. 

Mr. Crump moved the House adjourn until nine o'clock to 
morrow morning ; upon Which the yeas and nays were called 
and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Clements, Cramp, Holland, Lott, McKinnéy, 
Shea, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Williams—10, 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hendricks, Hunt, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Owen, Patrick, Polk, 
Reynolds, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 'l'ay- 
lor of Cass and Wren—27. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Franklin moved to adjourn until ten o’clock to-morrow 
morning, upon which the yeas and nays were called, -and 
stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Clements, Crump, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, 
Holland, Lott, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Tarrant, 
Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall ange Williams—15. i 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
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Cochran, Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches. Hendricks, Hunt 

Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd. Owen, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Selman, 

Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor ot Cass and Wren—24. ` 
So the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill was laid on the table until 
to-Morrow morning, 

Mr. Dickson moved to take up the resolution providing for the 
adjournment of the two Houses size die, on Monday next; with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn until nine o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. Sterne moved to re-consider the vote just taken, postpon- 
ing the consid-ration of the bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
the final adjustment of the Public Debt of the late Republic ot 
Texas, Upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood 
as follows : . 

Yeas—Messts. Speaker, Bryan, Charlton, Cochran, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holland, Hant, Johnson, Lloyd. 
Owen, Patrick. Runnels, Russell, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor 
of Cass, Wigfall and Wren—20, 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Clements, Crump, Dickson 
Fieids, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, Lott, McKinney, Polk, Rey. 
nolds, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison and 
Withams—19. 

Se the motion carried, and vote reconsidered. 

Mr. Fields moved that the House adjourn until half past nine 
eclock to-morrow morning, upon which the yeas and nays were 
calied and stood as follows: ° 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Clements, Crump, Fields, Franklin. 
Gilet, Hendricks, Holland, Jowers, Lott, McKinney. Owen 
Reynolds, Ressell, Shea, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, 
Wigfall and Williams—20. : 

Nays—Messts. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran. 
Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hunt, Johnson, Lloyd, Pat- 
rick, Polk, Ronnels, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor of 
Cass and Wren—1}9. i 

So the House adjourned. 
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° $ Avstin, November 30, 1856. 

Yisuse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
mresent. 

” Absentees—Messts. Bee, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, 
Wigfall and Winfield. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the petition of the hers of J. F. Ailes, re- 
turned the same back to the House without any recommendation 
in relation to the same, and begged to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration. 

Report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 
3 i 


ay. 

Mr. Smith of S., chairman of the committee on Military Afairs, 
to whom was referred the bill to be entitled an act to authorize the 
Governor to call ont volunteers for frontier defence, reported a 
substitute for the same ard recommended its passage. 

Report, bill and substitute laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Glaims, to whom was referred the petitions of Eli M. Thomas- 
sou and William S. Musitk, reported a bill for their relief and 
recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of William P. Wyche and the legal representatives of Pe- 
ter A. Duell, reported the bill back to the House with an amend- 
ment, and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table te come up among the orders 
of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Seere- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue patents for lands therein named ; 
also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Chesher, 
Senr.; a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Brazos and 
Bernard Railway and Plank Road Company ; a bill for the relief 
of Peter Lopez and Henry Therwester ; a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize the Board of Managers of the Masonic Female In- 
stitute at Marshall, Harrison county, to confer degrees, etc.; a 
bill to ues an act to amend an act entitled an act to incor- 
H ; 
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porate the city of New Braunfels jea bill to be entitied an act for 
the relief of Berry Merchent; an act to authorize the Clerk of the 
County Courts of Navarro and Tyler Counties to transcribe ints 
a bound book, s severally to be prozured by them for that pui- 
i all the records and title papers therein mentioned, and an 
t to incorporate the Shelly University, originating in the 
sie of Representatives ; and ae that they had passed the 
following bilis, originating in the Senate: an act for the relief «2 
Martha McMillan : ; abill for the relief of Wiliam Cummins: a 
bill for the relief of John Bethea ; za bin to prevent the sale c: 
spiritnons or vinous liquors to Indians withm the State of Tex- 
as +a bill ier the relief of David Andrews: a jomt reso! uiion fer 
the relief of James Pratt Piummer:a biil for the relief of Jamies 

T. Eldridge: a joint resolution for the retief of John Green, J: 
ae a inl! for the relief of Alanson Ferguson. 

Mr. Dickson moved to take from the table the Senate's reson- 
tion to adjourn size die on Monday the 2d Dee. next, in order that 
tle same be placed among tie orders of the day, upon which tia 
yeas and nays Were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messzs. Speaker. Bogart, Burney, Chariton, Cochran. 
rump, Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches. 
Hendricks. Hol'aud, Hent, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott. Ower 
Patner, Polk, Runnels, Russel, Scott, Selman, Shaw. Smith GC. 
Bus ILF, Speights. Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tayier of Cass, Tay 
ior of Harrisoinand W iiiams—22, 

Nays: Messts. Bevan, Ciemenis, McKinney, Reynolds, She. 
and Tarrant— 6. 

So the resolution was taken up and paced among the orders ci 
the day. 

Mr. Franklin asked leave to introduce a bill; it being out ol 
order, leave was reinsed. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved a reccusideration of is vote ta- 
king up the resolution to adjourn sine die on Monday the second 
of December ensuing, and placing the same auiong the orders c? 
the day. 

The Speaker decided the motion out of omer during the pend- 
ency of another question. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the final adjustment 
of the Public Devi of the iate Republic ef Texas, under consid- 
eration when the House adjouraed, 

Mr. Dickson's motion to postpone the consideration of the Lali 
uitil the first of March next, being first in order, the yeas and 

nays were called, and stood as follows: | 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Chariton, Cochran, Dickson. 


99 


Holland, Joweis, Lloyd, MEVOGIRE Selman, Shaw, Speights and 
Taylor of Cass—13. 

Nays; Messrs. Bryan, C lements, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, 
IJardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Hunt, Johnson, Lott. 
McKinney, Owen, Patriek, Polk, Russell, Scoti, Shea, Smith ot 
Shelby, Ser Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, 
Wigfall, Wilhams and Wren-—26. 

So the motion was lost. 

"The question being next upon the amendment proposed by 
Mr, Stapp, to strike out in first section, fourth line, atter the word 

published,” all to the word “to,” in sixth line, was put and lost. 

Mr. Fields proposed the following amendment, which was ad- 
opted 

Strike out in fourth and fifth lines, first section, the words, “m 
each of the cities of New Orleans, Louisville, New York, Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore and Washington,” and insert, “in each of 
the papers printed i in the city of ” Austin, and one in the city of 
Washington.’ 

Mr. Stapp proposed the following amendment to the Seron 
section : 

in first line, after the word “ indebtedness,” Insert, “of the first 
and second classes.” 

In seeond and third lines, strike out the words, “as well as 
those which may hereafter be issued by them,” andi sert in the 
blank in third line, the word “ five.” 

Add after the word “the,” at the end of third line, same sec- 
tion, the words, “date from which interest may be payable to the 
State of Texas on the United States five per cent. stoek fund ; 
rejected. 

Mr. Dickson moved to strike out the second section; upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, 


` lolland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Patrick, Polk, Reynoids, Run- 


nels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Sterne, 
ey pine Taylor of Cass, Williams and Wren—28. 

Nays: Messrs. Burney, Clements, Fields, Hunt, Lott, McKin- 
ney, Owen, Russell, Shea, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison 
and Wigfal]—13. 

So the motion carried, and the section stricken out. 

Mr. Franklin proposed a substitute, in part, for. the bill, and 
moved the reference of the same, together with thegamendments, 
to a select committee ; upon which the yeas and nays were called, 
and stood as follows: 
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Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Crump, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches, Hendricks, Holland, Jowers. Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, 
Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, 
Speights, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Harrison 
and Williams—30. 

Nays’: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Hunt, Johnson, Owen, Pat- 
rick, Russell, Stapp, Stewart and Wren—10. 

So the motion prevailed. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Franklin, Stapp, Stewart, 
Williams and Sterne to compose said committee. 

Mr. Bogart introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That bills on their third reading in the House, and 
bills from the Senate on their third and final reading, shall be 
Hirst in order. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to be entitled an act to regulate the election of Judges of the 
Supreme Court wes taken up, read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the joint committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report, which was accepted : 

CommirT£ce Room, November 30, 1950. 


Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
. “Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act 
concerning the book or register of Land Certificates issued by 
the Board of Land Commissioners for the county of Harris; also 
an act to authorize seitiers in Peter’s Colony tointervene in smt 
or suits in reference to any matter connected with said Colony 
contracts where they have an interest; also, an act to amend an 
act, entitied an act to incorporate the Galveston Ferry, Freight 
and Tow Boat Company ; aiso an act to amend the- second see- 
tion of an act entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of 
the State of Texas, approved the 12th of May, 1546; also an 
act to amend the first section of an act entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company, and find 
the same correctly Enrolled, and having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the 
Senate, were this day transmitted to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor of the State for his approval. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House, 
that Senate had passed a bill for the relief of Samnel J. 
Sparks, 
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The Senate's resolution to adjourn sine die on Monday the 
second December next, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to strike out “ Monday the second,” and 
insert “ Wednesday the fourth ; ° upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump, Gillet, Hendricks, Hunt, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Pat- 
rick, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfalland Wilitiams—24. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Run- 
nels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Speights, Faylor of CaSs and Wren 
—19. 

So the motion prevailed. 

The Senate’s bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Peter 
Gallagher and the legal representatives of Archibald Fitzgerald 
and Thompson Robinson; read second time and passed to a 
third reading. : gi ' 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the Honse that the Senate bad 
passed a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor to 
employ counsel in the Supreme Court of the State, in cases 
where the present Attorney General has been employd, origina- 
ting in the House; also, a bill prescribing the duties of the Comp- 
troller in reference to certain claims against the State of Texas, 
originating in the Senate, and that the Senate had refused to 
concur in the amendments of ‘the House to the bill to be entitled 
an act regulating the election of Judges of the Supreme Court; 
also, the amendment of the House to the resolutian to adjourn 
sine die on Monday the second December. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the third section of en act 
to amend the seeond and seventh sections of an act entitled an act 
to organize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved. 
November, 1850, from the Senate; read first time. 

Mr. Mr. Dickson moved that the House recede from its amend- 
ment to the Senate’s resolution to adjourn sine die on Monday the 
second December next. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to lay Mr. Dickson’s motion on the table ; 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump, Franklin, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Reynolds, 
Russell, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor 
of Harrison, Wigfall and Williams—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Harde- 
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man of Nacozdoches, Hendricks. Holland. Hant, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Polk, Runnels, Scott. Selman, Shaw, Speights, Sterne, 
Taylor of Cass and Wren—21. 

There being a tie vote. the motion was lost, 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until three 
celock, pe m 

3 OCLOCK, P. M. 
ig 

Eonse met pursnant to adjournment—roul cailed—guorun pre- 
sent. 

Mr. Clements introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chie‘ Clerk of the House be instructed to 
atrange the bills and resolutions on the Speaker's tabie in their 
regular order under the rales of the House : and that he prohibit 
any one from changing that order. 

Mr. Dickson's motion to recede from the amendment of the 
House to the Senate's resolution to adjowrn sive die on Monday 
the second December next, being under consideration when the 
House adjourned, 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered, and the Serjeant- 

at-Arms dispatched í for absent members.. 

The absent members appearing in the Iei, on motion, a far- 
ther call was suspended. 

On the qnestion of receding f from the amendment of the House, 

the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Burney. Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoclies, 
Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers. Lioyd. Polk. Runnels, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Speights, Tavior of Cass and Wren— 15. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart. Bryan. Uhariton. Clements, 
Cochran, Crump. Fields, Franklin, Gilet, Hunt, Lott, McKinney, 
wen, Patrick _Reynoids, Russell, Shea. Smitb of Sheiby, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant and Witliams—24. 

So the Honse refused to recede from its amendment. 

Mr. Dickson moved to raise a committee to wait on his Exeej- 
iency, the Governor, and inform him that the two Houses had dis- 
agreed as to the time of adjournment. Lost. 

? A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the safe and profita- 
ue investment of the School Fund; read third time. The yeas 
and nays being called on its final passage stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan. Clements, Cochran, 
Cramp, Fields, Gillet. Hunt, Lloyd, MeKiuney, Owen, Reynolds, 
Russell, Selman, Shea, Smith of Shelby, sap: Sterne, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall and Williams—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Dickson, Frapilin, Harde- 
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man of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Patrick, Polk, Scott, Shaw, Spefghts, Taylor of Cass and 
Wren—I8. 

So the bill pasSed. 

A Bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John McLennan, jr; 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Burney moved to suspend the rule in order that the bill 
might be read third time; upon which the yeas and nays were 
called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Burney, Clements. Cochran, Crump, Lott, Me- 
Kinney, Owen, Patrick, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of 
Shelby, Stapp, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, Williams and Wren 


ada, le 


Nays—Messrs, Speaker,- Bogart. Bryan, Charlton, Dickson, 


‘Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, 


Hunt, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, 
Sonth of Red River, Speights, Sterne and Stewart—22. 

So the House refused to suspend the rule. 

On motion, Mr. 'Taylor of Cass was excused from attendance 
on the House during the remainder of the present session. 

A Bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to secure 
the German Emigration Company the land to which they are 
entitled, with amendments from the committee on Private Land 
Claiins, was taken up, and amendments adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informiug the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill for the relief of Mary Alexander, 
Griginating in the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to require the county clerk of Bra- 
zos county to admit to record the noncupafive will of John H. 
Jones, deceased ; read second time and referred to the Judiciary 
committee. 

The Senate's bill for the relief of John Beeman, John S. Bee- 
man, and James J. Beeman; read third time and passed. ‘ 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of Lewis Munroe Mayes, 
‘a minor); read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Commissioners appoint- 
ed by an act entitled an act creating the county of Hunt, approved 
April 11, 1848, to delrver up certain documents therein mention- 
ed; read third time and passed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted. 

CommirreeE Room, November 30, 1850. 
Hon. ©. G. KEENAN. 
; Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act 
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for the relief of certain persons therein named; also, an act to 
require the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue 
patents for lands therein named ; also, an act for the relief of Pe- 
ter Lopez and Henry Tierwester, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day trans- 
mitted to his Excellency, the Governor of the State, for his 
approval, ° ; 

A bill to be entitled an act allowing to the widow of Wm. G. 
Cooke, the balance of pay due him as Commissioner fo Santa Fe. 
and for services as acting Quarter master General, in the Somer- 
vell campaign; read second time. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted : 

Strike out all after the words “sum shall,” and insert at the 
end of the first section, “as similar claims have been audited.” 

Mr. Jowers proposed the folowing amendment : 

insert, “provided upon settlement of his accounts with the 
Comptroller there shall be found any thing due him.” 

The yeas and nays being called on its engrossment, stood as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Clements, Crump, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hendricks, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Russell, 
Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Har- 
rison, Wigfall and Williams—20, 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hunt, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, 
Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Speights and Wren---17, 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was ieceived from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Stokely D. 
Shoate, originating in the House; and that the Senate concurred 
in the amendment of the House to the bill to be entitled an act, 
supplementary to an act to secure to the German Emigration 
Company the lands to which they are entitled ; and that the 
Senate refused to reconsider their vote, refusing to coucur in the 
amendment of the House to the Senate’s resolution to adjourn 
sine die on Monday, the second December next. - 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Luke 
J. Gillespie, deceased ; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
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passed a bill, originating in the House, to be entitled an act for 
the safe and profitable investment of the Schoo} Fund. 
On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, the House ad- 
journed until half past seven o'clock, p. m. 


HALF-PAST 7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoium 
present, l 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the House reconsidered the vote re- 
fusing to recede from its amendment to the Senate’s resolution to 
adjourn sine die. 

Mr. Fields then moved that the House recede from its amend- 
ment, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as 
follows: ~ : 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Clements, Cochran, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holland, John- 
son, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, 
Speighis and Wren—19. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Charlton, Crump, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hunt, Jowers, McKinney, Owen, Patrick, Reynolds, Scott, 
Shea, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wig- 
fal] and Williams— 21. 

So the House refused to recede. 

Mr. Franklin moved a suspension of the rule, to take up out 
of its order, the Senate’s bill to be entitled an aet to repeal the 
third section of an act to amend the second and seventh sections 
of an act, entitled an act toorganize the Supreme Conrt of the 
State of Texas, approved November, 1830, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogait, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, 
Crump, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
JIendricks, Holland, Hunt, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Mce- 
Winney, Patrick, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shel- 
by, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harri- 
sou, Wigfall and Williams—32, 

Nays: Messrs. Charlton, Clements, Owen, Polk and Shea—a. 

So the rule was suspended, and bill taken up. 

Mr. Franklin proposeda substitute for the bill, which was 
adopted ; and bill passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, rule suspended, bill read thifd 
time and passed. 

Senate’s bill for the relief of John Edmonds ; read first time. 

Senate’s bill for the relief of John E. Linn; read first time. 
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Senate’s bill to be entitled an act to establish Public Schoais 
in the county of Comal; read first time. 

Senate's bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for 
orale purposes therein named : read first t time ; rulesnspended, 

il read second time. 

M r. Clements proposed the folowing amendments: amend the 
eaption by inserting after “printing,” “the words, and “copyi ing 
journals.” 

Amend Ist section, by inserting after the word, “for” in seventh 
ne, the words “ copying and printing? and strike out in same 
ne the words, “the printing 2” adopted, 

On motion of Mr. WRiams, the bill was referred to the Fi- 
nance Commit'ee, 

MIr. Stapp, froni ihe Seiect commitice. to whom was relerred 
the hil! to be entitled an act to provide for the final adjustment of 
Pablic Debt, etc, made the following report : 

COMMITTES Room, November 30, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives: 

The special committee, io whom was referred the bill to been- 
ftied an act to provide for the final adjustment of the debt of the 
sate Repubiic of Texas, together with amendments and substi- 
inte, nave dulr considered the ve and a majority have instruct- 
ed nie to report the folowing bm, and recommend its passage: 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the tinal adjustment 
of the Pablic Debt of the late Repub: :c of ‘Texas. 

Mr. Stapp moved a suspension of the rule, in order that the re- 
port and substitute might be taken up and acted upon, upor 
which the yeas and na s were cied, and siocd as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speater. Bogart. Bryan, Crump, Fields, Gillet, 
liendricks, Hunt. Johnson, Liovd, Lott, Owen, Russell, Shea, 
Stapp. Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, Williams 
and Wren—2h. 

Soe es Barney, Chariton, Clements, Cochran, Dickson, 
ey Hardeman of Ne coadockes, Holland, Jowers, MeKin- 

ey, Patrice, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 

Smith of Shelty. Spe ights atid Tarraut— 20. 

it reguiring a vote of two-thirds, the House refused to suspend 
the ruie. 

Mr. Franklin gave notice to the House that he should, on be~ 
haf of the minority of the committee, present, at the proper time, 

2 counter report. 

Senate’s bili to incorporate the town of Dallas in-the county 
oi Dallas; read first time. 
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Senate's bill to be entitled an act to authorize the eounty court 
of Houston county, to levy a special tax for county purposes : 
read finst time. 

Mr. Scott moved to take up the bill to be entitled an act better 
to regulate the election of Supreme Court Judges, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Dickson, 
Fields, Franklin, Gilet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, 
Hunt, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Owen, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Wigfall, Wil- 
nams and Wren—27. 

Nays— Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Hendricks, Pat- 
rick, Polk, Runnels and Tarrant--8. 

So the rule was suspended, and bill taken up. 

Mr. Bryan moved that the House recede from its amendment 
to the bill; upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
as follows: neti, 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cramp, 
Fields, Hunt and McKinney—9. 

Ways— Messrs. Bogart, Charlton. Cochran, Dickson, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Holiand, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Owen, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, Russeli, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea. Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, Williams and 
Wren—3l. 

So the House refused to recede. 

Mr. Hendricks moved the appointment of a committee of con- 
ference, and request the appointment of a like committee on the 
part of the Senate, to take under consideration said bill; carried. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Hendricks, Wigfall and Frank- 
lin said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Brean, a committee, ‘consisting of Messrs. 
Riyan, Burney and Tarrant, was appointed, and the Senate re- 
quested to appoint a lie committee, to confer together upcn the 
resolution to adjourn sine die. 

Seuate’s bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act, to reserve 
one of the public buildings in Austin for the use of the Supreme 
Court; read first time. i 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for the reitefof William A. 
Buns; read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A joint resolution for the rekefof John C. Walling; read third 
time and passed. ‘ , f 

A bill to be enütled an act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue patents to the heirs of Simon 
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Gillam, and the heirs of John Smith, deceased ; read third time 
and passed, 

A bil to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity and Gai- 
veston Navigation Company ; read third time and passed by a 
constitutional majority —yeas 30. nay 1, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Waco Male and 

"emaie Academy, in the county of McLennan: read third time 
and passed by a constitutional majority—yeas 33. nay I. 

A biii to be entitied an act to incorporate the town of Shelby- 
vile, in the county oi Sheiby—Senate’s billi—read third ume and 
passed. 

Senate's bill to ircate the seatof justice of Kaufman county : 
read third time and passed. 

Jir. Jawers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
rogade the following report. which was accepted : 

Comanrrce Roos, November 30, 1550. 
To Kon. C. G. KEENAN. 
Speaer cf the Jlouse of Representatives : 

Tue committee on sincroassed Buis kave examined an act for 
tue ievef ol the hers of Samnel T. Sheiieid, and find the same 
correctiy ensrossed. 

Senate's joint resolution, refunding to Major W. S. Henry, the 
ane imposed npon him by the miktary of the 9h "department : : 
read tind time aud passed. 

Abia io be emined an act tecuiring the judges of the District 
Cor uris to aiternaie, with substitute from the Judiciary committee 

—sabsiinte adopted. 

Ah. Cocuran proposed the folowing amendment : 

Insert at the end ‘of first section, ” provided. however, that the 
judge of the Yth judicial district be exempt irom the provisions 
of this Lill? 

Air. Stapp moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Cochran, 
ly inserting “and 10b.” i 

Air, Bogar tis the Chair. 
~ Alr. Hardeman of Na cogdoches mored an indefinite postpone- 
ment of the ELL 

Mr. Stapp moved the House adjourn until nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning: fost. 

Mr. Sterne moved the House adjourn unti) halfpast nine 
oclock to-morrow morning: lost. 

Mr. Bryan moved to lay the bul on the table; upon which the 
yeas aud nays were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bryau, Charlton, Cochran, Crump, 
lickson, Gillet, Hardeman ot Nacogdoches, Holland, Jowers, 
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Lloyd, McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shea, Speights, Stapp, Stewart and Wren—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Clements, Fields, Franklin, 
Hendricks, Johnson, Owen, Patrick, Tarrant, Wigfall and Wl- 
hhains-—12, 

Mr. Scott moved the House adjourn until nine o'clock to-mor- 
row morning ; lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
T. Sheffield; read third time, and laid on the table. 

A joint resoiution, from the Senate, for the relief of Robert 
Shaw, assignee of William Morrow ; read second time and pass- 
ed to a third reading. j 

A motion was made to adjourn, which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Owen, the House adjourned until, nine 
o'clock Monday morning. 


Austin, December 2, 1850. _ 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Absentees—Messrs. Clements, Lott, Stewart and Taylor of 
Harrison. 

Journal of Saturday read and adopted. 

Mr, McKinney submitted the following memorial, which was 
read and ordered to be spread upon the journal: 


To the Honorabley , 
The Legislature of the State of Texas. 


Itis a fact generally known to the people of Texas, that your 
memorialist entered into a contract with the government of the 
late Republic, on the thirteenth day-of November, 1838, for the 
construction and equipment of vessels intended for its naval ser- 
vice. James Schott and E. Dana Whitney of the city of Phil- 
adelphia, although not named in the contract, joined at the time 
with your memorialist, in its execution. ‘These vessels consisted 
of one ship, two brigs, and three schooners. They were con- 
structed in accordance with very minute and specific directions, 
prescribed by the terms of the agreement, fully armed and far- 
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nished with orovisions and munitions of wan and delivered to 
the ofticers of the Rennbhec in the harbor of Galveston, if condi- 
uon for immediate and efficient service. The superior qualities 
of these vessels and their adaptation to the purpeses for which 
they were designed. were severely tested by storms, and in fie- 
qnent encouuters with the enemy. 


it is not generally known, however, althouch if wil conecte- 
ve’y anrear by "vei zeng tothe contracton fie 2 vour archives, 
nd ity the resort of a f>rmer Seereiary of the Narr, an extract 
eer that vont menonaist. with his associ» 
ates, did in fact fer exeeed the terms of his obiieation. both in 
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: Ue Hens ore Strongiy barit, mare cony etely armed 
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eM LOS and those interested with Lim. were indeed toin- 
: anse from the sene mativ? whieh led bir: 
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compeled them inay, in carer t satisty completely the liabil- 
ities which ther hei assumed for its Ben oft, ‘to eLandon their 
commercia HuSiness and position. 

The Navy. thus acquired by the Republic, was the immediate 
cause of her recognition as an indepes ident nation by England. 
Lord Pain.arston, who then directed the foreign policy of Great 
Britain. s3 < declared i in bie House of Commons. Yor memori- 
alist need not dwel upon the immense benefits which this coun 
try derived from that recognition of her independence—benelfits 


Wii 
which would have been even more sensibly felt, had she chosen 
-to preserve her distinct and separate national existence. 

In fixing the price of the vessels, three modes were offered to 
the Government of Texas, at its request, for selection, and are 
mentioued in the contract. By the mode which was adopted. 
that Government delivered to your memoriaist two bonds, each 
in the sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, bearing 
ten per cent. interest, redeemable on the fist day of December, 
1543, and for the payment of which the publie taith and reve- 
nues were solemnly piedged, as appears on the face of the in- 
struments themselves. The mannerin which these bonds he- 
eameé the property of your memoriaust and his associates, under 
the contract which had been execyted, will be sufficiently ex- 
plained by the letter of the authorized agests of Texas, bearing 
date the 29th day of November. 1£33, and addressed to the Pres- 
ident of the Girard Bank of Philadelphia, a copy of which is an- 
nexed to this memoria! Of these bonds one belonged to, and 
was taken by Messrs. Schott and. Whitney on account of their 
share in the execution of the contract: and your memtorialist 
would therefore respectfully bespeak for them, from your Honor- 
able body, whenever they present their claims, the like favorable 
consideration as tuay Le deemed due, and be granted to hi:n.— 
The other remained the sole property of your memorialist, Bet. 
it is here perhaps proper to state, that circumstances, growing 
out of the delay, have since that time compelled Lim to part with 
a portion of his, and that he is interested now, only in the re- 
mainder. 

And here your memorialist would respectfully call the atten- 
ton of your Honorable body to the fact, that he and his associ- 
ates have never, during the periods of financial embarrassment 
through which this country has passed, pressed its Government 
for payment, either of the principal or interest due upon their 
claim. Relying on its plighted faith, and reluctant to make their 
demand a source of inconvenience to the country, by exacting 
any portion of the public revenues, they have patiently waited, 
although at very great sacrifice, until the State shouid be in a 
condition to reimburse them. And he dogs not now desire any 
hasty or inconsiderate action, by which the interests of the State, 
orany of its creditors, might suffer. He has the same unwaver- 
ing confidence which they have ever heretofore manifested, that 
the Government of the country, to, whose security and defence 
they so willingly contributed, will, ata proper time, by a full per- 
formance af its obligations, do them ample Justice. He has; 
however, felt compelled to submit this statement, of a matter in 


which he is so deeply interested, lest silence on Lis part sh wd 
cause such a misconstruction of his conduet or motives, as to m- 
dice the supposition, that he wishes to look to any other fund, or 
realy upon any otker security than that in the uncontrolled pow- 
rof the State to give. He neither asks for, nor expects Imme- 
ay payment; nor that the Legislature, at its approaching sês- 
a should adopt any special measures with reference to his de- 
yand, which the people are not prepared to ratify. The proba- 
wie shortness of the comit ng Session, and the many outstanding 
demands mot yet ascertained, for which a provision has been 
made by law, would seem to remire a postponement of this and 
similar matters, to a More convenient period. 
ad in the meantime, it isthe earnest desire of your memon- 
alist, that Me Ss and merits of this claim.—the benefits 
which have resulted té"Texas from the execution of this contract 
the vast aegu on of territory—the consequent increase of 
revenue—ané ether happy results, to the attainment of which, 
the Nevy furnished by your memorialist and his associates, most 
acca eonitivuted, may receive from your Honoralle body, 
4 the people at large, thoroneh and impartial consideration. — 
And your memorialist cannot doubt. that when the time for final 
action upon the prouc debt snail have arrived, the People of 
Texas will be found to maintain that kigh character for honor 
and imegity, upon whicn hns has so loug, relied. 
` FREDK DAWSON, 
Batinore, Oet. 3, ` 


—— 


Firtiact on ile Report of tie Seer: fary of the Navy. 
Ta Liege ance with an net of Conese ss “for augmenting the 
Narr i and mincing an ppropriat ion therefor.” approved Novem- 


berdin, S37. Mr. Samuel M. Willieas was appointed by the 
Gover nment to contrac: icr the buuding of the vessels therein 
eontemp.ated : and afer a series cf exertions which alike do ered- 
it to Lis abinties aud patriotism, be effected an arrangement with 

Mr, Fiecericn Dewron, of Baltimore, for the bui ding of ail the 
VGrse.5 specin in the lew already made. For the particulars 
al the psc see: Į most respetit ally refer you to the accompanyin 
contract and appertaining documents, all ef which are explicit 
and vell defincd. 

Oftue vesceis thus contracted for, there have been received by 
the Government. on the 27th Jone, schooner San Jacinto; on 
the Tih of August, the Seer San Antonio; on the 31st of 
August, the schooner San Bernard: on the’ 18th October, 
the Lrig Colorado. All these vessels are, in the opinion 
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of the naval officers, and of all the professional men who have 
examined them, perfect models of naval architecture ; their con- 
struction is excellent in every respect—for speed, as well as for 
strength and durability. The schooners are vessels of six guns 
each, the brig carries sixteen guns and is pierced for twenty. 


Too much praise cannot be accorded to Mr. Dawson, for the very 
generous manner in which he has complied with, or rather gone 
beyond, his engagements. The schooners are much larger and 
more commodious vessels, and much better furnished than was 
stipulated for in the contract. Mr. Dawson had only obliged him- 
self to furnish a hrig of twelve guns, and of three hundred tons 
burthen—the brig which be has delivered to the Government 
carries sixteen guns, and is of four hundred‘and five tons bur- 
then. This liberality entitles him te the gratitude of the citizens 
of this country. 


Before the contract with Mr. Dawson will be completed, he 
has yet to deliver to the Government a Corvette of 18 guns and 
another Brig. I confidently expect the arrival of the former ves- 
sel, by the first, and of the latter, by the middle of next month. 


In the construction of the two last mentioned vessels, eque 
liberality has been display: d by the contractor. Iam informed 
that the Corvette is a much larger vessel and of finer workman- 
ship than was stipulated for in the contract ; and the Brig will 
be equal in force to, and of the same burthen as the one already 
delivered, 


On the arrival of these two vessels the Naval forces of the Re- 
public will be united in our waters. 


I feel proud to state to your Excellency, that the Government 
has at ifs command a Navy, which, with proper management and 
an economical attention to its necessities, will be able to enforce 
a blockade along the Mexican coast from Matamoras to its south- 
ern extremity—a blockade of such a strict and uncompromising 
nature, as to avoid, in every thing, the slightest infringement of 
international law or the established customs of nations. The 
consequences of a blockade cannot fail to be of the most bappy 
character: for Mexico is almost entirel¥ dependent upon her re- 
lation with foreign pawers ; and whenever any movements shall 
have been made, whereby she is deprived of this source of sup- 
ply, and thrown upon ber own capabilities of support, the inev- 
itable consequence will be, both national and individual want, to 
an extent far beyond her powers of endurance. : 

Sa 
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Letter of the Agents of Texas to the President of the Girard 
Bank, Philadelphia. 


7 Barrmore, November 29, 1838. 
To James Scnort, Esq., 
President of the Girard Bank, Philadel pbia : 

Sir: We herewith hand you two bonds of the Republic of 
Texas, executed by us as Commissioners under the Joan law of 
that Republic, passed on the 16th day of May, each bond being 
for the sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars ($280,- 
000) payable to Frederick Dawson, or order, which bonds, ac- 
cording to contract, are to remain in deposite with you for the 
space of twelve months, counting from the first proximo Decem- 
ber, unless the government of Texas shall in liquidation of these 
bonds issue to Mr. Dawson, or order issued by the Commission- 
ers, bonds in sterling money equal to the sum of $520,000, or 
shall pay into your. Bank the sum of two hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars in gold or silver, or its equivalent, with ten per 
cent. on the face of the two bonds, say fifty-six thousand dollars, 
likewise 1n gold or silver, or its equivalent, making three hundred 
gpd thirty-six thousand dollars, ($336,0U0,) in which case said 
bonds are to be returned to the Government of Texas, or the 
person or persons authorized to receive them. 

If on the first day of December, (1839) eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine, the Government of Texas shall not have liquidated 
these bonds in either of the modes expressed, from and after that 
day you will hold them as the property of Frederick Dawson, 
and subject alone to his order, and you are hereby requested 
and required to deliver them to him at that period. 

: Very respectfuily, 
We remain your ob't servants, - 

(Signed) SAMUEL M. WILLIAMS, for himself 

and for A. T. BURNLEY, Commissioners. 


æ 
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PHiILapELPHIA, 7th Deeember,, 1839. 


[ have this day received from James Schott, Esq., President of 
the Girard Bank, the two bonds named’ in the aforegoing letter, 
numbered 1 and 2, each for two hundred and eighty thousand 
dollars: the Government of Texas having failed to liquidate 
them iu either of the modes expressed in the said letter. j 

FRED. _ 
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Mr. McKinney submitted the following memorial, which was 
read and ordered to be spread upon the journal : 


To the Honorable, the Legislature of the State of Texas. 


Your memoriatists, James Schott and E. D. Whitney, mer- 


‘chants of the city of Philadelphia, conenrring in the statement of 


Mr. Fredk. Dawson, dated Baltimore, October,1850, and address- 
ed to your Honorable body, a copy of which is annexed, respect- 
fully represent : 

That feeling adeep sympathy with the people of Texas, they 
became originally interested and were parties with Mr. Dawson 
in constructing, furnishing and equipping the vessels for the Na- 
val service of the late Republic, the contract for which: was made 
in the, name of Frederick Dawson, That they furnished from 
their iudividnal means one-half the amount of funds required to 
build ana equip the said vessels, agreeably to contract; and that 
one-half of the amount of the bonds given in payment of the 
same belonged to, and was received by them. 

Your memotialists do not expect that any attempt will be made 
at this session of your Legislature for ther relief; nor do they 
deem it necessary ta remind your Honorable body of the heavy 
sacrifices they have been compelled to make on account of their 
interestin the above mentioned contraet. 

. They have ever been willing to rely upon the honor of Texas, 
that she would, whenever circumstances placed it in her power, 
perform towards your memoralists her part of the contract. 

In order to show the proceedings a. _/ashington in reference to 
this debt for the vessels, your memerialists trust that they will be 
excused for respectfully asking the notice of your Honorable body 
to the annexed petition of Frederjck Dawson, James Schott and 
E. D. Whitney, to the Congress of the United States; and to the 
reports of the comm‘ttee of Claims of the Senate, and the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary in the House of Representatives. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

E. D. WHITNEY, for himself 
: and JAMES SCHOTT. 
Austin, December 2, 1850. 
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Petition of Freperick Dawson, James Scuorr and|Extsua 
Dana Wairney, praying payment for certain vessels, etc., 
furnished Texas, and given up by Texas io the United 


States on the annexation of Texas. 7 


January 13,1848, referred to the comunittee of-Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. - 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled ; 


Your petitioners, Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, and James 
Schott and Elisha Dana Whitney, of Philadelphia, respectfully 
represent : ` 

That in-the year 1838 they jointly contracted, in the name of 
Frederick Dawson, with the authorized agents of the Republie of 
Texas, to furnish her witha navy,to consist of one ship, two 
brigs, and three schooners, together with their arms and ammu- 
nition, and with clothing and four months’ provisions for four 
hundred men; that these vessels were built, furnished. and equip- 
ped by yonr petitioners, and delivered to the said Republic at the 
port of Galveston, agreeable to contract, and were accepted ; 
that, in consideration of this performance, the government of 
‘Texas issued to your petitioners their bonds for five hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, bearing interest at the rate of ten per cent. 
per annum, payable half yearly; that no part of these bonds, 
principal or interest, has yet been paid. ` 


The undersigned would remind your honorable body that, at 
the time the aforesaid contract was made, which was shortly af- 
ter the recognition (in 1837) of the independence of Texas by 
the United States, and before its recognition by any other power, 
her condition was depressed, and her prospects overclonded, and 
that this navy, insuring, as it did, the safety of her coasts, raising 
the confidence of her friends, and giving her consideration 
abroad, mainly contributed to her subsequent recognition by 
France and Great Britain; and was, in fact, chiefly instrumental 
in placing Texas in a position to be numbered, as she has since 
been, in the band of sister States composing this great confed- 
eracy. f 

For the “ faithful redemption” of the bonds aforesaid, (a copy 
of one of which accompanies the appendix te this petition,) 
“interest and principal,” the “revenues and public faith of Ter- 
as were “solemnly pledgeg;” and her inability alone, and not 
any disinclination on her part, prevented their liquidation. 
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Texas has always evinced a deep and just sense of what was 
due for the aid so liberally supplied at such an emergency by the 
undersigned, and hus made repeated efforts for the payment of 
the interest on these bonds, Pinding these efforts fruitless, (hay- 
ing reaped the benefits expected from her navy, by whose means, 
as before stated, she had gained a position which removed all fur- 
ther apprehensions from Mexico,) her legislature at Jength enact- 
ed a law ordering a sale of the vessels themselves, and the pro- 
ceeds to be applied in part payment of her indebtedness to your 
petitioners ; but before it could be enforced, in expectation of an- 
nexation tothe Union, the law was repealed. : 

In the treaty of annexation, she again endeavored (as is well 
known to your honorable body,) to make some provision to dis- 
charge a portion of this sacred obligation ; and of the three hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars stipnjated in the treaty to be paid 
by the United States to Texas immediately after its ratification, 


the large proportion of $250,000 was to have been devoted to . 
this object; the remainder being left to be liquidated, with the. 


rest of the Texan debt, ont of the ten millions which were to 
have been appropriated for its payment by the United States. 

In the annexation resolutions subsequently passed by Congress, 
it was (as your honorable body are aware) left to the discretion 
of the President of the United States to select which of the two 
alternatives he would propose to Texas. One enacted that the 
terms of her admission into the Union should be settled by nego- 
tiations between the United States and herself; and had this been 
offered to Texas, there is no doubt but that in her stipulations 
with this country, she would have made ample provision for the 
payment of your petitioners. The other alternative, and the one 
which was tendered to Texas, contained no Such provision ; but 
your petitioners believe there were, at ihe same time, given to 
her by this government, as an inducement for her acceptance, 
the strongest assurances that, after her admission into the Union, 
her wishes and her honor would be as faithfully consulted, as if 
provided for by previons agreement. 

It was required of Teras to cede to the general government, 
among other public property, all her * navy, navy yards, arms, 
and armaments ;” and in compliance, she has given up to the 
United States all that was left to her of this very navy furnish- 
ed by your petitioners. Threeof the vessels were ordered to be 
sold, and the proceeds paid into the United States treasury ; and 
one of them to be refitted for the service of the United States. 

Your petitioners farther respectfully represent, that, by her an- 
nexation to this country, Teras has been deprived of her duties 
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on imports, (almost her only source of revenue) which were 
solemnly pledged to them for the faithful liquidation of the in- 
terest anid principal of these bonds. ‘Thus ‘Texas was deprived 
of the means of paying them. 

In view, then, of these facts ; that your petitioners were instru- 
mental in promoting to such an extent the prosperity of Texas} 
that the United Staies have possession of the identical vessels 
furnished by the undersigned, and of the public revenue so sol- 
emnly pledged for their payment, they appeal, with confidence, 
to‘:your honorable bedy for relief. They cannot but believe that 
Congress will concur with them in the opinion that the general 
government is bound, by every principal of justice and honor, to 
provide for the liquidation of this sacred debt. : 

The memorial of your petitioners having been presented at 
the Jast session of your honorable body, (29th Congress, 2d ses- 
sion,) and referred to the Conymiitee of Claims in the Senate, 
who reported a bill recommending the “speedy settlement” of 
your petitioners’ claim, any further action in the premises was 
suspended, in consideration of the subjects of paramount impor- 
tance to the country at large, which then engrossed the attention 
of Congress. 

The report of the Committee of Claims of the Senate of the 
United States, with the accompanying documents, are hereunto 
annexed. i 

All which is respectinlly submitted. 

FRED. DAWSON. 
JAMES SCHOTT. 
E. D, WHITNEY, 
January 13, 1848. 
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Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, made the following report ix.the 

Senate of the United States—February 5, 1847. 

The Commitee of Claims, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Frederick Dawson, of the city of Baltimore, and James 
Schott and Elisha DB. Whitney, of the city of Phitadelpha, 
report: i 


That they have duly examined the statements presented in the 
aforesaid memorial to the consideration of Congress, and find 
that in the year 1838 the memorialists jointly contracted, in the 
name of Frederick Dawson, with the authorized agents of the 
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Republic of Texas, to furnish said Republic with a navy, to con- 
sist of one ship, two bngs, and three schooners, with their arma- 
ments and ammunition, together with clothing and four months’ 
provision for four hundred men. These vessels were built, fur- 
nished, and equipped by the memorialists, in accordance with the 
terms of the contract; and were then delivered by the memorial- 
ists at the port of Galveston, ‘where they were accepted by the 
agents of Texas, duly aujhorized. ‘ 

In consideration of this satisfactory performance of the con- 
tract on the part of the memorialists, the government of ‘lexas 
isstied to them its bonds for the sum of five hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars, bearing interest at the rate of ten pet cent. per 
annam, payable half yearly. 

‘The committee find that no portion of the money represented 
by these bonds, principal or interest, has yet been paid. For the 
faithful redemption of these bonds, (a copy of one of which is 
annexed. to this report,)—the interest and principal of which now 
amount to one million and seventeen thousand three hundred and 
thirty three dollars and thirty-three cents—the revenues and pub- 
lie faith of the Republic of Texas were solemnly pledged 

The contract which the committee have thus described was 
made and fulfilled at a very critical junctare in the history of 
‘Texas, shortly after the recognition (in 1837) of that infant re- 
public by the United States, and before any other sovereign pow- 
er had recognised its independence. ‘Texas was then in a state 
of great depression, and in circumstances calling for the just 
sympathy of nations, and requiring on her part extraordinary ex- 
ertions to maititain an independence then encompassed with dan- 
ger. The committee are fully persuaded that to the acquisition 
of the vessels-of-war furnished tothe government of Texas by 
the memorialists the struggling republic was mainly indebted Jor 
her security during that critical period, and her subsequent recgs- 
nition by Great Britain and Frange. Her little navy secured the 
safety of her coast, inspired with fresh confidence her govern- 
ment and people, and gave her additional consequence abroad ; 
and it appears that Texas has always entertained a just sense of 
the weighty obligation incurred by her in consequence of the lib- 
eral, prompt, and efficient aid rendered to her by the memorialists. 
Want of means alone has prevented the liquidation of the debt. 
No disinclination to discharge her obligation to the memMoriallsts 
has at any time been apparent on the part of Texas. On the 
contrary, repeated efforts have been made to effect payment of 
the interest on these bonds ; and, finally, all the benefits looked 
for from the possession of these vessels of-war having been en- 
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joyed, and a position of security having by their means been at- 
tained, the legislature of Texas passed a Jaw authorizing and di- 
recting the sale of the aforesaid vessels, the praceeds to be applied 
in part payment of the indebtedness of the republic to the mem- 
orialists. This act, however, in anticipation of annexation to the 
United States, was repealed. 

In the treaty of annexation itself, Texas endeavored to make 
some provision for the discharge of a portion of this obligation. 
Of the three hnndred and fifty-theusand dollars stipulated in that 
treaty to be paid to Texas by the United States immediately after 
its ratification, the large proportion of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars was to have been devoted to this object; the re- 
mainder of the amount to be liquidated, with the rest of the Tex- 
an debt, out of the ten millionsof dollars which were to have` 
been appropriated by the United States for that purpose. 

In the annexation resolutions subseqnently passed by Congress, 
it was, as the Senate is aware, left to the discretion of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to choose one of two alternatives to be 
proposed to Texas. One of these alternatives left, to be settled 
by negotiation between the two parties, the terms on which Tex- 
as should be admitted into this confederacy. Had that alterna- 
tive been offered to Texas, the committee are induced to believe, 
from the previous action of that republic, from her avowed and 
earnest desire fo discharge her obligations to the memorialists, 
from the action of her legislature. and from the effort to make 
the matter a distinct subject of treaty stipulation, that she would 
have made ample provision for the pa; ment of the memorialists. 
The other alternative contained no such provision, and it was 
the one tendered to Texas ; thus leaving the memorialists no re- 
sort but, their present appeal to the Congress of the United States. 

The committee regard the claim of the memorialists as fully 
sustained on the ground— 

First. That, as an indncemgnt to the act of annexation, Tex- 
as recelved assurances from the government of the United States 
that, after her admission into this confederacy, her wishes and 
her honor as an independent community would be as faithfully 
consulted and guarded as if express provision had been made to 
that end, by previous agreement. 

- Second. That, in accordance with the terms of annexation, 
Texas ceded to the general government of the United States, | 
among other public property, all her “navy, navy yards, arms, 
and armaments:” and that she has actnally given up to the 
United States all that remained to her of the very navy furnished 
by the memorialists. ‘Three of the vessels have been ordered to 
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be sold, the proceeds to be paid into the treasury of the United 
States, and one of them to be fitted for the immediate scrvice of 
the United States: 

Third. That by her annexation to the United States, Texas 
has been deprived of her duties on imports, almost her sole 
source of revenne, which were solemnly pledged to the memori- 
" alists for the faithful liquidation of the interest and principal of 
the aforesaid bonds. 

Fourth. That the United States, having thts become possess- 
ed of the identical vessels furnished by the memorialists, and 
also of the public revenues of Texas pledged for their payment, 
are properly responsible for the discharge of that obligation to 
the memorilalists, which the Republic of Texas justly incurred, 
and uniformly regarded as hinding and sacred. 

In view of all these facts, and after a careful and deliberate 
examination of the case, the committee have agreed to recom- 
mend the speedy settlement of the claim of the memorialists, 
and for that purpose report the accompanying bill, 
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COPY OF A LETTER TO GEN. HOUSTON. 
l Wasuineton, December 21, 1846. 


Dear Str: In 1838 we contracted, in the name of Frederick 
Dawson, of Baltimore, to furnish the Repnblic of Texas with a- 
navy, to consist of one ship, two brigs, and three schooners.— 
These vessels were built, furnished, and equipped by us, and de- 
livered to the Republic of Texas, at the port of Galveston, agree- 
ably to contract. - es. i 

In payment for furnishing this navy, thagovernment of Tex- 
as issued to us their bonds for $560,000, bearing interest at the 
rate of ten per cent, per annum. 

As Texas hds been unable to pay us any portion of either the 
principal or interest, and as the United States have taken from 
Texas her revenues, which were solemnly pledged for the pay- 
ment of both principal and interest of these bonds, and have al- 
so taken four of the identical vessels, and applied them to the nse 
of the United States, (the other two having been lost,) we are of 
the opinion that the United States are hound to pay us the 
amount of the bonds issued by the Republic of Texas in pay- 
ment for the same, with the interest due thereon until paid, as 
stipulated in the bonds; and we have determined to petition Con- 
gress to pay us accordingly. 
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Às this navy was contracted for during your administration as 
President of Texas, you are of coutse familiar with the facts as 
stated above: and our object in addressing you this note is to ask 
the favor of you to state to us, in writmg, the fact that we fur- 
nished this navy to the governmentof Texas, and that ten per 
cents bonds to the amount of $560,000 were issued to us in pay- 
ment of the same: and that neither the interest nor principal has 


been paid. 
We have the hontr to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servants, FRED. DAWSON, 
H x JAMES SCHOTT. 
E. D. WHITNEY. 
Hon. Sam Hotsron, t 


United States Senate. 
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GENERAL HOUSTON’S REPLY. 
Wasutneron City, December 23, 1846. 

GENTLEMEN: In reply to your note of the 21st instant, I 
have to state that the facts presented by you therein, in reference 
to the purchase of the vessels belonging to the navy of the late 
republic of ‘Texas, are cotrect; and that you did furnish to her 
one ship. two brigs, and three schooners, with their armaments, 
&c., for which she issued in p.yment ten per cent. bonds for ihe 
sum of five huudred and sixty thousand dollars. , 

Under the resolutions of annexation, the navy of the late re- 
public was delivered over to and received by the United States; 
and the bonds issned in the purchase of the same by Texas are 
still outstanding aud unpaid. ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yaur obedient serv t, 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
THOS. J. RUSK. 
Messrs. F. Dawson, 
James ScaorT, and 
E. D. Witney. 


— 


COPY OF BOND HELD BY SCHOTT & WHITNEY, 
REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. * 
B No. 1.— Ten per cent. loan—$280,000. 
The republic of 'Texas promises to pay to Frederick Dawson, 


a 


123- 


or order, two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, to be redeent- 
ed on the firstday of December, eighteen hundred and forty-three, 
with interest thereon, at the rate of ten per cent. perannum from 
the dete thereof, the said interest to be paid semi-annually on the 
first days of June and December, at the agency of the United 
States Bank of Pennsyfvania in London, where the bond shall 
also be redeemed. ‘The first payment of interest to be made on 
the first day of December, eighteen bundred and thirty-nine.— 
For the faithful redemption of this bond, interest and principal, 
at the agency aforesaid, the revenues and the public-faith of Tex- 
as are solemnly pledged, by virtue of an act of the Congress óf 
Texas, bearing date the syxteenth day of May, eighteen hundred 
and -thirty*eight. It is furher stipulated, in conformity with a 
provision of’said act, that the holder of this bond may, at apy 
time, surrender the same, and in dien of principal and interest 
due thereon receive any of the public jands at the minimum 
prices fixed by the government for the sale of their vacant lands. 

Tn testimony whereof, we, the undersigned commissioners, 
duly authorized to that effect, have hereunto set our hands and 
seals. this thirteenth day of November, in the city of Baltimore, 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty eight. 


A. T. BURNLEY, [r s] 
SAM. M. WILLIAMS, [c s. | 
Commissioners. 


Countersigned on the back of the bond by 
ANSON JONES, 


Minister plenipotentiary of Texas 
near the government of the United States. 


And endorsed in blank by 
+ FREDK DAWSON. 


€ 
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House of REPRESENTATIVES, January 3,1849. 


Mr. Joseph R. Engersoll, from the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the me- .. 


morial of Frederick Dawson, James Schott, and Elisha Dana 
Whitney, respectfully report : 
The memorial states that, in the year 1838, the memorialists 


jointly contracted, in the name of one of them, with the author- 
ized-agents of the Republic of Texas to furnish her with a navy, 
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to consist of one ship, two brigs, and three schooners, together 
with their arms and ammunition, and with clothing and four 
months’ provisions for four hundred meu; these vessels were built, 
furnished, and eqnipped, and delivered to the said Republic, at 
the port of Galveston, agreeably to the contract, and were accept- 
ed; and the government of Texas issued their bonds to the me- 
morialists for $560,000, bearing interest at the rate ot ten per cen- 
tum per anuum, payable half yearly, no part of these bouds, prin- 
cipal, or interest, having yet been paid. The “revenues and 
Public faith of Texas” were “solemnly pledged” for the pay- 
ment of them. At one period, the Legislature of ‘Texas—the 
country having reaped the expected benefits from the navy, by 
means of which she had gained a position which removed all fur- 
ther apprehension from Mexico—enacted a law ordering a sale of 
the vessels, and that the proceeds should be applied in part pay- 
mentof the debt due to the petitioners. In the final arrangements 
for annexing Texas to the United States, it was agreed to cede, 
among other property, all her “navy, navy yards, arms, and ar- 
maments,” and, in comphance, she has given up to the United 
States all that was left of the navy furnished by the petitioners. 
Three of the vessels were ordered to be sold and the proceeds 
paid into the treasury of the United States, aud one of them to 
e refited for service. l 

The memorialists urge that Texas, having been deprived of 
her duties on imports, almost her only source of revenue, has 
been placed in a situation which renders payment from her im- 
possible. ¢ 

The committee have no reason to donbt any of the facts stated 
by the memorialists --they are chiefly of a public character. The 
equitable claim growing out of them has induced more than one 
favorable report in the Serate. T'o these reports, made 5th Feb- 
ruary, 1847, and L5th March, 1848, the committee refer. It is 
certain that a debt was due from a sovereign nation of a peculiar 
character ; that one of the reasons for non-payment, and the great 
reason for that payment bheing hopeless, consisted of the act of 
the United States. It is supposed that the vessels, when handed 
over to the United States, were of little value: but, inconsidera- 
ble as it was, it was not deemed unworthy of notice in a treaty 
and express and positive stipulation. It wi] remain a reproach 
upon the State, which is tow identified with the Union, that so 
grave a charge shall continue to lie against her. A difference is 
sufficiently apparent between this debt and the ‘mere ordinary 
debts of Texas. The committee are inclined to regard the dif- 
ference worthy of a notice beyond that of mere recognition ; and 
they report a bill. 


| 
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Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 

CommiTTEE Room, November 30, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
- penker of the House of Representatives : 

The Finance committee have had under conside.ation a reso- 
lution proposing to pay special messengers employed to distribute 
the Governors proclamation submitting the ten million proposi- 
tioti to thé people, and a bill from the Senate, making an appro- 
priation for certain purposes therein named; and deeming some 
other appropriations necessary, have instructed me to report a 
substitute for said bill and joint resolution, which is herewith sub- 
mitted for the consideration of the House. 

Report and substitute laid on the table to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of William C. Anderson, reported the same back to the 
House withont amendment and recommended its passage. 

Report and bill laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. * 

. Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, which wes accepted : 
CommitrTeE Room, December 2, 1850. 
Hon. O, G. KEENAN, ; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on Engrossed tills have examined an act al- 
lowing to the widow of William G. Cook the balance of pay 
due him as Commissioner to Santa Fe and for services as acting 
@r. Master General in the Somerville Campaign ; also, an act 
for the relief of the heirs of Luke J. Gillespie, decensed, and 
find the same correctly Enngrossed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report, which was accepted : é 

ComMmiTTEE Room, December 2, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act 
toincorporate the Brazos and Bernard Railway and Plank Road 
Company ; also an act for the safe and profitable investment of 
the school fund; also, an act to incorporate the Shelby University 
and find the same correctly Enrolled, and having been signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, was this day transmitted to His Excellency ithe Goy- 
ernor of the State, for his approval. 
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Mr. Dickson introduced a resolution providing for the adjourn- 
ment ofthe two Houses at twelve o’clock, M., to-morrow. Adop- 
ted. 

Mr. Charlton introduced a resolution authorizing the Chief 
Clerk of the Honse to aa a second assisiant Clerk for the 
remainder oi the session. Adopted. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a Poplin allowing William F. 
Weeks, reporter for the House, pay at the rate of five dollars per 
diem, from the 18th of November to the 2sth of December, 1850, 
inclusive. Adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Laana Ward ; rend 
thiid time. 

On moiion of Mr. Franklin, the-vote passing the bill to a third 

reading was reconsidered. 

Mr. Franklin then proposed the following amendment: 

Insert in the last jine of first section, “ March, ” and strike ont 

= August;” Adopted ; Will read third ume and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Andrew 
Kent, decd ; read thid time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Benj. Burke; read 
second time; rulegsuspended, read thiid time aud passed. 

Sanate’s bill for the relief of M, W. B. Armstrong ; read third 
time and passed. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act to prevent the sale of spirit- 
uous or vinous, liquors to Indians within the State of Texas: 
read first time ; rule suspended, read second time, and referred 
to the Judiciary committee. 

Senate's bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Samuel J. 
Sparks; read first time ; rule suspended, fead second time; rule 
further suspended, read third time and passed. 

A bill fo be entil'ed an act for the relief of Alex. McCulloch ; 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the La Grange 
Collegiate Institute, on which they had suspended all rules, and 
requested a like suspension on the part of the Honse. 

On motion, acall of the House was ordered, and the Sergeant- 
at-Arms despatched for absent members. 

On motion, a further call was suspended. 

A bill to bo entitled an act prescribing ihe duties of the Compr 
i Be in reference to certain claims against the State of Texas; 

second titne. 


* : 

Mr, Franklin proposed a subtitute for the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the words “claimed to,” in 2d sec- 
tion, was stricken ont. - 

On motion of Mr. Dickson,-all that portion in the 4th section, 
erelating to sending a special messenger to Washington City, was 
Stricken out, . 

Mr. Patrick proposed the following amendment: 

- In the Ist section, after the words “specially pledged,” insert 
“ provided the same shall not exceed seven hundred thousand 
dollars.” 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr, Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed the following bills, originating in the House of Repre- 
sentatives : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 6th section of an act 
entitled an act concerning slaves, -approved the 5th February, 
1840, with an amendment ; also, a jomt resolution for the relief 
af Jchn C, Walling ; and, also, that the Senate concurred in the 
amendments of the House to a joint resolution refunding to Maj. 
W. S, Henry the fine imposed upon him by the 9th Military De- 
partment; also, that the Senate had concurred in the resolution 
of the House to adjourn sine die, on Tuesday, the 3d day of De- 
cember, at 12 o’clock, M., and that the Senate had appointed 
Messrs. Portis, Latimer and Van Derlip, a committee of confer- 
ence, to act in conjunction with the committee of the House, up- 
on the bill providing for the election of Judges of the Supreme 
Conrt. 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the subtitute 4nd amendments for the 

bill now under consideration on the table ; upon which the yeas 
and nays wele called, and stood as follows: 
‘ Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Hunt, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Patrick, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
Taylor of Harrison, Wigfall, Williams and Wren—28. 

Nays —Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Clements, Crump, Dickson, 
ae Gillet, McKinney, Owen, Polk, Shaw and ‘Parrant 
mete Lie 

So the subtitute and amendments were laid oy the table. 

Mr. Franklin moved to lay the original bill on the table; upon 
which, the yeas and nays were @alled, and stood as follows: 


Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Crump, 


Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers; McKinney, Pat- - 
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tick, Scott, Selman, Smith of Shelby, Tarrant and “Taylor of 
Harrison—16. | 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, 
Hendricks, Hottand, Hunt, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Owen, Run- 
nels, Russel, Shaw, Shea, Speights, Stapp, Stewart, Wigfalls 
Willtams and Wren—24, 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table: 


Mr. McKinney moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 


P. M.; lost. ¥ : j 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the bill on-thetable and make it the 
special order of the day for 3 o’clock; P. M.; lost. 

Mr. Franklin moved to lay the bill on the table until 10 
o'clock, on Monday next; upon whieh, the yeas and nays were 
called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Jowers, 
McKinney, Patrick, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Shea, Smith of 
Shelby, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison and Wigfal]—2l. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hend- 
ticks, Hant, Owen, Polk, Runnels, Russel, Shaw, Speights, 
Stapp, Stewart, Wigfall, Williams and Wren— 15. 

So the bill was Jaid on the table. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John McLen- 
nan, jr.; read third time and passed. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Peter Galla- 
gher, and the legal representatives of Archibald Fitzgerald and 
‘Thompson Robinson ; read third time and passed. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for’ the relief of John Ed- 
monds; read second time; rule suspended, read third time and 
passed. 

Senate’s joint resolution, requesting our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives jn the United States Congress to receive the bonds to 
be issued for the purchase of a portion of the territory of T'exas, 
&c.; read first time. 

Mr. Scott moved to suspend the rule, in order that the resolu- 
tion might be read a second time ; upon which the yeas and nays 
were called, and stood as follows: 

Yeas; Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Coch- 
ran, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hendricks, 
Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Patrick, Polk, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Speights, 
Sterne, Stewart, Taylor of Harrison, Williams and Wren—30. 

Nays: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Crump, Franklin, Holland, 
Owen, Reynolds, Tarrant and Winfield—10. 
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It requiting a vote of four fifths to suspend the rule, the motion 
was iost, 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
ry, Mr. Raymond, informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed a bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Emmet Bay- 
lor Patrick io that of Emmet Harlan Patrick ; also, a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
John W. R. Tildon, deceased, originating in the Senate ; also, a 
bill to be entitled an act regulating the pay of certain volunteers 
who served in 1842; elso, a bill to be entitled an act to author- 
ize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents 
to the heirs of Simon Gillam and John Smith, deceased; also, a- 
bill for the relief of Z. N. Morrell, originating in the House of 
Representatives. 

Senate’s bill for the relief of Mary Alexander ; read first time ; 
rule suspended, bill read second time; rule further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. i 

On motion of Mr. Selman, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M, . 


THREE o'cLock, P, M. 


House met—voll called—quorum present. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Daniel Parker, jr 
with the sabtitute of the special committee ; subfitute adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr, Fields in the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the Sergeant-at-Arms was granted 
leave of absence for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. Hendricks, chairman on the part of the House, of the com- 
mittee of Conference, to whom was referred the bill regulating 
the election of Judges ef the Supreme Court, reported, that they. 
had agreed to the subtitute of the House, and therefore, recom- 
mended its passage. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Martha Mc- 
Millan ; read. first time ; rule suspended, read second time; rule 
further suspended, read third time, and passed. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John E. Linn, from 
the Senate ; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act to establish Public Schools 
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in the county of Comal; read second time, and referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a bill to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Anahuac Canalling and Railroad Company, was taken 
up, together with the 1emonstrance of T. J. Chambers against 
the passage of the bill ; bill read second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to suspend the rule in order that the bill 
might be read a third time, upon whtch the yeas and nays were 
called, and stood as follows : . 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charl- 
ton, Clements, Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Hendricks, Hunt, Johnson, Lott, McKinney, Owen, 
Patrick, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shea, Smith of Shelby, 
Speights, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor of Harrison, 
Wigfall, Williams and Winfield—34. 
oie Dickson, Holland, Lloyd, Reynolds, Scott and 

ren—6, ` 

So the rule was suspended ; biil read third time and passed by 
a constitutional majority—yeas 34, nays 5. ; 

On motion, a bill to be entitled an act to amend the sixth sec- 
tion of an act concerning slaves, with the amendment of-the Sen- 
ate, was taken up and amendment concurred in. 

Senate's bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county court 
of Houston county to levy a special tax for county purposes ; 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Dallas in the county of Dallas; read second time and passed to 
a third reading. i 

Senate’s joint resolution for the relief of Robert Shaw, assignee 
of William Morrow ; read third time and passed, 

A bill for the relief of Alanson Ferguson ; read first time.— 
Rule suspended ; read second time. Rule further suspended, 
read third time and passed. 

Senate’s bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William A. 
Burns ; read third time and passed. “ 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had amended the amendment ot the House to the 
Senate’s bill to repeal the third section of the act to amend the 
second and seventh sections of an act to organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas, approved November, 1850; also, a 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county court of Travis 
county to levy and collect a special tax, originating in the Sen- 
ate ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Waeco 
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Male and Female Academy,-in the county of MeLennan ; also, a 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew Kent, deceased. = 

A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations, with the 
substitute of the committee on Finance, taken up and ‘substitute 
adopted. Bill read second time. 

Mr. Williams proposed the following amendment : 

At the end of the second section, add “also, two hundred dol- 
lars, or so much thereof as may be sufficient to defray the contin- 
gent expenses of the branches of the Supreme Court at Galveston 


and Tyler, to be drawn by the Chief Justice of said court ;” 


adopted. 

Mr. Scott proposed the following amendment: . 

“ And, also, for pay of A. J. Hamilton, two hundred and fifty 
dollars; John E. Cravens, one bundred and fifty dollars; J. M. 
Ardrey, one hundred and fifty dollars, for services as special 
judges of the Supreme Court ;” adopted. 

A pil for the relief of Daniel Parker, jr.; read third time and 

assed. r 
j An act for the relief of Alexander McCulloch, with the amend 
ments of the committee on Private Land Claims, was taken up 
and amendments adopted. 

Rule suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the third section of the act 
to amend the second and seventh sections of an act to organize 
the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved November, 18- 
50, together with the amendment of the Senate just reported, was 
taken up and amendment read. : 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, the bill and amendment were laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Charlton, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the following report, which was accepted : 


` CommıTTEE Room, December 2, 1850. 

Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, í 
' Sneaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill for 
the relief of the heirs of Andrew Kent, deceased, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the Joint committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report, which was accepted : 


CommirreE Room, December 2, 1850. 
Hon. C, G. KEENAN, 
7 Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act 
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for the relief of Stoakly D. Choate; also, an act to authorize the 
Executive Board of Managers of the Masonic Female Institute 
at Marshall, Harrison county, to confer degtees and for other pur- 
poses ; also, an act authorizing the Governor to employ counsel 
in the Supreme Court of the State in cases where the present 
Attorney has been employed ; also, an act to authorize the Clerk 
of the county court of Navarro county, and the county Clerk of 
Tyler county, to transcribe into a bound book, severally to be 
procurred by them for that purpose, all the records and title pa- 
pers hereinafter mentioned; also, an act for the relief of Berry 
Merchant; also. an act to amend an act to incorporate the city’of 
New Baunfels ; also, an act to authorize the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue patents to the heirs of Simon Gil- 
lam and the heirs of John Smith; also, an act for the relief of 
James Chesher, Senr.; also, a joint resolution for the relief of 
John C. Walling, and find the same correctly enrolled, and hav- 
ing been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and President of the Senate, were this day transmitted to His Ex 
celleney the Governor of the State for his approval. 

Senate’s bill to repeal an aet, fo reserve one of the public build- 
ings in Austin forthe Supreme Court; read second time, ané 
passed to a third reading. Rule suspended, read third time ang 
passed. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced the following resolution » 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and he is hereby authori- 
zed, to employ as many additional clerks as will be sufficient te 
engross and enroll the bills, and to keep up the journals of the 
House for the present session, and that they be paid out of the 
contingent fund appropriated for the present extra session of the 
Legislature. Adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to authorize the county court of 
‘Pravis county to levy and collect a special tax. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the House adjourned until teg 
eclock to-morrow morning. 
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Austin, December 3, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr, Jowers, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report, whieh was accepted: 

Commrrrer Roos, December 3, 1850. 
To Hon, ©. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

T'he committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act for 
the relief Alexander MeCulloch, and find the same eorrectly en- 
grossed, f 

Mr, Franklin introduced a bill, to be entitled an act to make 
valid the official acts of the officers of the County Court of Gal- 
veston county ; read first time. : 

Mr. Winfield introduced a joint resolution to amend a join 
resolution for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin D. Nobles, de- 
ceased, approved December 31st, 1849; read first time. 

On motion, rule suspended ; bill read second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Rule further suspended, read third time and passed. f 
- Mr. Russell moved that the House now proceed to take up the 
business on the Speaker's table, and to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned until half- 
past 11 o'clock, A. M, 


HALF-Past 11 O'CLOCK, A. M. 


bd 


House mat—roll ealled—quorum present. 

Mr. Russell moved that the House how proceed to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and the orders of the day; lost. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, returned to the House sundry papers and documents, 
without any action thereon, and asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the Joint committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report, which was accepted : 
F COMMITTEE Room, December 3, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i 

Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : 

The Joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill 
for the relief of M. W. B. Armstrong ; also, an act for the relief 
of Zachariah N. Morrell; also, an act for the relief of Benjamin 
Burke ; also, a bill regulating the pay ef certain volunteers whe 
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served In 1842 ; also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of A. Kent, 
dec’d ; also, an act to incorporate the Waco Male and Female 
Academy, in the county of McLennan ; also, an act to amend the 
6th section of an act concerning slaves, approved 5th February, 
1840, and find the same correctly enrolled, and having been sign- 
ed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President 
of the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency, the 
Governor of the State for his approval. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Burney, Russell and Bee, was appointed to act in conjunction 
with a committee of the Senate, to walt upon his Exxcellency,the 
Governor, and inform him that the two Houses were ready to ad- 
journ, sive die, at 12 o'clock, M. 

A message was received from the Senate, requesting the House 
to return to that body the several bills relating to the organiza- 
tion of the Supreme Court of the State of Texas. j 

Messrs. Sterne, Patrick and others, were granted leave to with- 
draw certain petitions and documents. 

Mr. Burney, chairman on the part of the House of the seleet 
committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor, 
and inform him that the two Houses were ready to adjourn, sine 
die, at 12 o'clock, M., reported duty performed; and that his 
Excellency returned for answer, that he desired to make a com- 
munication in writing to the House of Representatives, previous 
to adjournment; after which, he should have no further commu- 
nication to make. 

A message was received from the his Excellency, the Gover- 
nor, returning to the House an act to be entitled an act to amend 
an act to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry, Freight and 
Tow Boat Company, approved 20th March, 1848, accompanied 
by a communication.in writing. 

On motion, the communication was taken up and read as 
follows: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Austin, Texas, December 3, 1850. 4 
To the Honorable Members of the - 
House of Representatives. 

GENTLEMEN :—I herewith return to the House of Represent- 
atives, in which it originated, an act entitled an act to amend an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry, ~ 
Freight and Tow Boat Company, approved 20th March, 1848, 
with a brief statement of my reasons for withholding my appro- 
val of its provisions. ; 

I believe the bill to be violatve of rights secured by the Consti- 
tution of the State. 
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The original bill, of which this is amendatory, creates a‘private 
corporation, the object of which is, unquestionably, individual 
interests. Public convenience may be incident to, or subsequent 
upon the enterprize, but it is impossible to say that the private 
property of individuals, which might under the provisions of ihe 
bill be condemned, was applied to public use. The 14th section 
of the bill of rights, declares that “ no persons property shall be 
taken or applied to public use, without adequate compensation 
being made, unless by consent of such person!!” The public con- 
venience may require a Ferry at the point contemplated by the 
Company, and for this single object, the enterprize might bring 
within the provisions of the Constitution, such Jandings as might 
be necessary ; but the latitude given to the County Court by the 
bill, both in respect to the quantity and the objec#s of the lands 
to be condemned, coupled with the fact that the decision of the 
court is final ; no appeal being provided, makes it, in my judg- 
ment, most dangerous to private rights. 

I believe, moreover, that the spirit, if not the letter of the con- 
stitutlon of the State, is infracted in not providing a jury toas- 
sess the value of the land sought to be condemned. 

If private property may be condemned for the use of this, or 
any similar corporation, it should only be done by laws amply se- 
curing the owners against oppression and injury. The necessity 
of the condemnation of private property, and its value, are, it 
seems to my mind, facts appropriately referable to a jury of the 
country, and the decision asin any other case, should be subject- 
ed to appeal to the highest judicial triounal in the State. 

For the reasons thus briefly stated, I cannot sanction its pro- 
visions, 

I will add, that the law creating the company a corporation, is 
found among the private acts of the Legislature, and can only 
be considered a private act—the corporation is private, and not 
public. Under these considerarions I feel compelled to return 
the bill to your honorable body. P. H, BELL. 


A BILL . 

To be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the Galveston Steam Ferry, Freight and Tow Company, 
apptoved 20th March, 1848. 

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
~ Texas, That in order the better to secure the objects of the act 
hereby amended, the said corporation shal] have the power to ap- 
propriate and own such land as may be necessary and suitable 
for a ferryboat landings, at the vatious points on Galveston Bay 
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and its tributaries, and to erect thereon wharf and cattle pens, for 
the convenience of landing passengers, freight and stock at such 
points and places as the said corporation may select. upon com- 
pensating the owners er cigimants of land for the same, at its 
cash valuation, whieh compensation and valuation shall be agcer- 
lained in the folowing manner : The corporation shail present a 
petition tothe Chief Jusuce of the conuty m which such lands 
may be situated. designattig what lands are required for said 
landings. wharis and cattie pens, and stating as near as can be 
ascettained. who are the owners or claimants of said lands. 
Whereupon the Chief Justice shail appomt a day, not less than 
wventy. nor more than thirty days trom the time af filing such pe- 
tifion, tonthe County Commissioneis to convene at the usual 
place of hoidik their sessi.ns, at which time and place the par- 
ties interested shau have been noufied te appear; twenty days 
notice having been given in writing. posted up at three public 
places in the county where the land hes, of time, place and ob- 
ject of the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners. and 
at which time and place as aforesaid, or at an adjourned session, 
toa More convement time and place, the said County Commis- 
sioners shall ascertain and assess the cash value of such lands, 
and the amount the owner or claimants are entitled fo, as a fair 
and full remuneration for said lands. 

Sec. 2. That the said Board of County Commissioners shall 
hear such festimony of witnesses as may be introduced by the 
patties concerned. touching the value of said property, or in the 
absence of witnesses or of the parties interested, the Board of 
County Commissioners shall proceed from the best evidence they 
may be in possession of, or can procure, to assess the cash value 
of the land, and render their award in writing, giving a particular 
description of the property and of its vaiuation, which shall be 
returned to, and recorded in the office of the County Clerk of the 
County Court of the county in which the land lies, and the 
amount of the said appraisement or valuation, shall be paid by 
the corporation to the owner of the said land, or be deposited in 
the County Treasury of the county, forthe use of the owner, or 
owners, as aforesaid, and the said jands shall be considered as 
condemned and appropriated to the use and benefit of the corpo- 
yation,in fee simpic, for the purposes contemplated by this act. 

Sec. 3. Should the owners, or claimants of the lands condemn 
ed, obtain an injunction, to stay the action of the corporatoin, or 
the rights and privileges of the corporation be questioned or liti- 
gated, the said corporation shall not be stopped in their opera- 
tions,or any impediments be thrown in their way, upon their filing 
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a bond with the Chief Justice of the county in which the land 
is situated, with security to be approved of by the said Chief 
Justice, forthe paymentof all or any damages, should any ona 
final hearing be assessed against said corporation. 

Sec. 4. The Chief Justice shall assess such costs as shall be 


equitable to defray his own fees and that of the court—all wit- 


nessess ta be paid by the party summoning them. 

Sec. 5. That A. B. Adams be, and he is hereby authorized to 
act as one of the Commissioners anthorized to open books for the 
subscription of stock, as named in the 7th section of the act here- 
by amended, in the place of John W. Durst, deceased; and at 
the first, or any subsequent meeting of the Stockholders they 
shall determine the number of Directors to be elected for the en- 
suing year, increasing or reducing their number above or below 
seven, as designated in the 5th section of the act hereby arnend- 
ed, and that this act shall take effect from and after its passage. 

Mr. Stapp moved to refer the bill and communication above re- 
ferred to, to the Judiciary committee; lost. | 

On motion of Mr, Williams, the bill and communication were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. McKinney moved to take up the business on the Speaker’s 
table, and the orders of the day ; carried. . 

On motion ot Mr. Taylor of Harrison, a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of W, R. Tilden, deceased, was taken up ; read first 
time; rule suspended; read second time; rule further suspended; 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Russell moved to take up a bill to be entitled an act to in- 
corporate the LaGrange Institute, in the county of Fayette ; 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Stapp iniroduced the following resolution which was unan- 
imously adopted : : 

Wuereas, The Hon. C! G. Keenan, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, has, by the prompt and faithful discharge of 
his official duties, as well as by the sterne decision’of charac- 
ter, which has peculiarly characterized his course as the officer 
elected to preside over our deliberations, given general satis- 
faction, and called around him many and devotedly zealous 
friends ; and, i 

WHEREAS, we confide in his ability and integrity as our Speak- 
er, from whom we are now about to be separated, and in his 
generosity and devotedness as our friend ; Therefore, 

Beit unanimously resolved, That we do hereby tender our 
sincere thanks to him as our Speaker and friend, for the prompti- 
tude and efficiently with which he has presided over our legis- 
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lative councils; and that we will look back with unfeigned. 
pleasure upon the time during which we have with such unity 
and harmony indulged in social intercourse with him and each 
other. ; 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed the bill making appropriations, with 
amendments. 

On motion, the bill was taken np, and amendments concurred 
m. L 
The Senate returned to the House the several bills to provide 
for the organization of the Supreme Court. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Scott, Jowers and Clements,was appointed to wait upon the Sen- 
ate, and inform that, body thatthe House-of Representatives was 
now ready to adjouin, sine die. 

The committee retired, and in a few minutes returned and re- 
ported duty performed. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the Joint eommittee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that“they have examined a bill to be entitled an 
act for the relief of the heirs of W. R. Tilden, deceased ; also, a 
bill to be entitled an act making appropriations, and find the same 
correctly enrolled. + 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the House adjourned, sine die. 


J. W. HAMPTON, Chief Clerk. 
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